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Tajik President Injured in 
Hand Grenade Attack 

DUSHANBE — Tajik. President Emomali 
Rakhmonor was injured early Wednesday when a 
lone assailant hurled a hand 'grenade at him and 
his entourage in Khodzhent, a town in northern 
Ta jikist a n , a presidential spokesman said. 

The spokesman, Zafar Saidov, said 
RakhmoitoT’s life was not in danger and be was 
being treated in the Leninabad district hospital for 
a leg iijury. 
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Turkey Pledges 
Continued 
Cooperation 
With Israel 

TEL AVIV — Turkish Defense 
Minister Turban Tayan pledged 
Wednesday to pursue military co- 
operation with Israel despite oppo- 
sition from Arab and Islamic 
states as be began an unprece- 
dented visit to the Zionist state. 

At the start of his trip, Tayan 
told Israeli Army radio that 
Ankara would not hack down on a 
controversial defense cooperation 
pact which has included Israeli jet 
tighter training flights over his 
country. 

'The operational Israeli flights 
in Turkish airspace will con-, 
tinue,” he said, brushing aside 
protests over the maneuvers. 

“Turkey places great impor- 
tance on these relations and I be- 
lieve that die cooperation between 
us will add to stabiliy in the region 
and advance the peace process,'* 
he said. 

Meanwhile Turkish Defense ' 
Minister Turban Tayan met Israeli 
counterpart Yitzhak Mordechai on 
Wednesday at the start of a three- 
day visit to cement the growing 
military cooperation between the 
two states, officials said. 

If is tlft first visit to Israel by a 
Turkish defense minister and fol- 
lows a trip earlier this month to 
Ankara by Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter David Levy and a visit to Israel 
in February of Turkish chief of 
staff Ismail Hakki Karadayi. 

In addition to holding talks with 
Mordechai which are expected to 
deal with strategic relations be- 
(Contd on Pg- 14) 
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U.S. Anti-Castro Law Should 
Be Changed 

WASHINGTON —The U.S. Helms- Burton law aimed 
at choking off non-U.S. investment in Cuba should he 
changed in coming months, U.S. Chamber of Com- 
merce Vice President Willard Workman said. 

Workman, speaking before Amcham Cuba, a 
group of executives who cannot do business in Cuba 
directly due to the 35-year-old U.S. embargo, said 
the law which tightened U.S. sanctions last year was 
“a dumb law,” and that ‘‘it’s going to go away.” 
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EU Embarked on a 
Childish Game 


German Envoy Should Not 
Be Allowed in for Sometime 


TEHRAN — Iranian President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
Wednesday stressed that the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran had long 
ago stopped critical dialog with the 
- member states of the European 
Union (EU). 

Addressing the first conference 
on energy, the president added that 
the critical dialog which the Euro- 
peans considered its termination as 
an achievement for themselves, 
had long been non-existent as a 
result of pressures exerted by Iran. 

'-The Europeans launched 
propaganda campaign against Iran 
and embarked on childish games 
and at the end they became 
ashamed and held up their hands. 
This is an indication of Iran's real 
might," said the president. 

"This is a shame for those 
countries which entered into this 
game and then admitted that there 
was nothing in it," President Raf- 
sanjani told the conference. 

The Islamic Republic of- Iran 
has been critical of the European 
countries performance over seven 
issues. . 

President Rafsanjani said the 
"critical dialogue" was initially 
meant to enable Iran to express its 
criticism of certain European 
countries, but was later cut off by 
Iran due to die EU’s failure to 
answer Iranian questions on 
vaious issues." 

He said the EU has adopted, 
insulting code of conduct towards 
the world of Islam and has ‘ 
launched offensive against die sen- 


4th Press Festival, Forum for , 
Discussing journalists’ Problems 
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Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — On the fifth day of 
die Fourth Press Festival in Te- 
hran,, the Tehran Times asked the 
pressmen in charge of the pavil- 
ions at the festival their views on 
the publication of the periodicals, 
the problems they face in this re- 
gard and also the freedom of ex- 
pression in Iran. 

It is worth noting that in the 
festival, which opened on April 26 
at the Tehran Permanent Fair 
Grounds, tens of Iranian dailies, 
weeklies, and monthlies published 
across the country have taken part 
and the people from all walks of 
life are visiting their pavilions en- 
thusiastically. 

Roshandel, a pressman with 
Persian-Unguage daily Salam: 

We should consider journalism 
as- a profession. If pressmen afe 
not provided with professional se- 
curity, they will face problems in 
handling their jobs, lu other 


words, as long as they lack a pro- 
fessional organization, they can- 
not stand up for their rights. 
Among the problems facing the 
journalists is die limitation on the 
channels of receiving news. Pres- 
ently, all the dailies receive their 
news from the Islamic Republic 
News Agency (1RNA). 

Just take a look at the morning 
and evening dailies. You will see 
that the bulk of the news is re- 
peated. Also, the major news 
items printed in the dailies are also 
broadcasted by the Iranian state- 
run radio and television. Another 
problem is the lack of efficient 
writers for the press. 

Still, there is another issue, the 
rights of journalists, which should 
be vindicated. The authorities ap- 
pointed to deal. with the issues of 
pressmen are not actually familiar 
with journalism and the problems 
existing in this regard. The jury 

(Contd on Pg- 14) 


timents of 1.5 billion Muslims 
throughout the world such as then- 
support for the apostate author Sal- 
man Rushdie. 

"They have provided Iranian 
counter-revolutionary terrorists 
with safe haven. The terrorists 
pass on information to the Europe- 
ans and instigate them (against 
Iran). Israel is busy committing 
the worst kinds of terrorist acts in 
Lebanon, but, Europe does not 
react at all," the president said. 

One of the questions posed by 
Tran within die framework of the 
critical dialogue was the EU's in- 
volvement In providing nuclear 
weapon s to Israel and chexncial 
weapons to Iraq. 

- "Other matter for which Tran 
criticized Europe in its critical dia- 
logue was prevalence of racism in 
European countries. They regard 
themsleves to be of a superior race 
and for this reason their behavior 
is like that of Israel. They consider 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


TEHRAN — The Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 
All Khamenei here Wednesday 
described Western govern- 
ments as "unfair, ill-inten- 
tioned, shameless and brazen 
because of their baseless accu- 
sations against the Iranian na- 
tion and other nations of the 
world.” 

Addressing a group of 
teachers and workers who had 
called on the Leader on the oc- 
casion of the Teachers’ and 
Workers' Day, Ayatollah 
Khamenei strongly condemned 
Western governments "for 
their aggression against the 
rights of human beings in the 
last one hundred years.” 

The Leader ordered the Ira- 
nian Foreign Ministry not to 
allow the German ambassador 
to Tehran to return for a period 
of time. 

The Leader also instructed 
the Foreign Ministry not to 


Salrabi on 
Presidential Issues 


Tehran 7 Mattes Service 

TEHRAN — The managing direc- 
tor of the Persian-language peri- 
odical Tran-e Farda, Ezzatollah 
Sahabi, who intends to stand in the 
forthcoming presidential election 
slated for May 23, described to the 
Tehran limes his intention of run- 
ning for president as trying to 
bring the government closer to the 1 
people. Iran is under the threat of 
the western countries, U.S. in par- 
ticular, and there is also a dull 
situation prevailing the country 
due to the gap between the govern- 
ment and the people, Sahabi noted, 
adding “If I win the presidential 



election, 1 will try to create mutual 
understanding between the gov- 
ernment and the nation because it 
is vital for social and economic 


development'*. 

Outlining the characteristics of 
his ideal government, Sahabi said 
that he considers the constitution 
as the national charter which de- 
fines the relations between the 
government and nation. “If 
elected the next president, I will 
fulfil all its provisions and will 
cooperate with all political groups 
in the country,” he added. 

Asked whether he believed that 
nationality was intertwined with 
religion or whether he thought be- 
ing an Iranian was separate from 
being a Muslim, he replied that 
being an Iranian is interwoven 
with being a Muslim, adding that 
whoever tries to separate these two 
from each other is either ignorant 
or has ill intentions. 

“Thus, religion and nationality 
are not separable in Iran and the 
only common factor which lihks 
different ethnic groups and trihes 
in Iran is the sovereignty of Is- 
lam,” he stressed. 

Sahabi went on to say that he is 
personally religious and commit- 
ted to Islam and his country, un- 
derlining tharhis beliefs and ideas 
have not changed for the last 50 
years. 

“I have worked to disseminate 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 
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rush in sending back Iranian 
ambassadors to their respective 
countries of mission in the EU 
member states. 

The foreign ministers of the 
EU following a meeting in 
Luxembourg yesterday an- 
nounced that they will soon 
send back their ambassadors to 
Tehran. 


EU member states recalled 
their envoys from Tehran for 
consultations following the rul- 
ing of the Berlin court on April 
10 . 

Iran in retaliation recalled its 
ambassadors from the EU 
member states. 

(IRNA) 


People Express Views on 
Presidential Election 
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Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The seventh presi- 
dential election in Iran is to be held 
on May 23, less than a month from 
now. This election carries signifi- 
cance for the Iranian people from 
some different aspects. Among the 
main issues to be dealt with by the 
next president is reviewing rela- 
tions with the West and defining 
the nature of such relations, which 
is a crucial issue particularly in 
view of the judicial drama called 
the 'Mykonos case' recently tried 
in a court in Berlin, Germany. 

The importance of this issue 
prompted the Tehran Times to ask 
a number of people their views on 
relations with the Western coun- 
tries and the way such ties should 
be forged and formulated.' 

Other question that the daily's 
reporters asked the people was 
whether they would regard the 
elected president as their real rep- 
resentative. This question actually 
measured the rale of the people's 


trust in the presidential election, 
namely their belief in its validity. 

Mohsen Safarian, self-em- 
ployed: 

As far as I know, the Iranian 
people are free to take part in the 
elections and vote for their favor- 
ite candidates. Also, the election- 
eering and publicity campaign 
launched by the candidates are of 
a sound nature. However. I be- 
lieve that these activities, at their 
present rale, are not enough be- 
cause the people are not com- 
pletely acquainted with all 
candidates. 

Regarding relations with the 
West, I should say that the Iranian 
people are very zealous and will 
allow no other countries to show 
disrespect to their beliefs. The 
next president should discourage 
such moves and should be assured 
that the. people will support him in 
the face of the West. 

Abbas Danesh, self-employed: 

(Contd on f*g. 14) 
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Externalizing Domestic 
Problems, an Old Ploy 

wwm broiled in neck-to-neck confrontation with the popularly 
■delected government of Necmettin Erbakan, the Turkish Army 
is trying to externalize domestic problems. 

Kenan Deniz, in charge of the Turkish Army's internal security 
operations, has accused Iran of supporting the PKK and the local 
Hezbollah in Turkey. 

While charging baseless accusations against Iran, another army 
general Eras even threatened to use force against Turkey's neigh- 
bors. 

In launching its new rhetoric against Turkey's neighbors, the i 
Turkish army follows two objectives: First, the army's failure to ! 
contain the PKK separatist activities has forced the Turkish Army 
to point fingers at others in order to justify its inefficiency. Sec- 
ondly, the army is trying to label the popularly elected government 
of Erbakan as 'fundamentalist' in order to prepare the ground for 
its interference and ultimately overthrow of the dvil government 

Iran is a strong opponent of Kurdish separatism in any country 
with a Kurdish minority. Therefore, it is totally baseless to accuse 
| Iran of supporting the PKK. Time and again, Iranian officials have 
said th£t there is no PKK base in Iran. Even Turkish officials have 
acknowledged that there is no PKK base in Iran. 

Turkish army generals must bear in mind that the Islamic 
Republic of Iran is mighty enough to defend its borders. We have 
put behind the eight years of the Iraqi war, which was tantamount 
to a confrontation between Iran and most of the big powers, for 
they unanimously supported Iraq. 

Ironically, the statements of the army generals come at a lime 
when the Zionist regime and the U-S. have already launched their 
anti-Iran campaign through the notorious Mykonos trial The state- 
ments of Turkish officials are one kind of playing into the U5.-Zi- 
onist hands. 

The extemalizafion of domestic problems is an old ploy. The 
generals in Ankara had better try lo set their home in order instead 
of externalizing domestic problems. Today, we are living in a 
transparent world. Secularism is not synonymous with the rule of 
generals. Generals must respect the people's vote and keep away 
from politics. Marring I ran -Turkey relations is a service to the 
Zionist regime and the U.S. The majority of army generals and 
officers in Turkey are nationalists, who do not want their country 
to be subservient to Washington. They will not allow a handful of 
generals fo submit to Washington diktats. 

Greek Premier Deplores Recalling 
Ambassadors From Tehran 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Greek Prime Minis- 
ter Costas Simitis in an interview 
ykritfa the German radio. DLF, re- 
jected Bonn’s criticism against 
Athens for not recalling its ambas- 
sador from Tehran following a 
Berlin court verdict linked with 
the Mykonos case, an IRNA re- 
port said. 

Greek news agency ANA on 
Tuesday reported that Simitis ex- 
ercised criticism over the hasty 
character of recalling amhassadors 


from Tehran which was demanded 
by Germany, as well as for the 
absence of necessary processes in 
the framework of the European 
Union in connection with the is- 
sue. 

We were of the view, and I 
believe rightly, that it was not nec- 
essary for us to decide at that mo- 
ment but that we could have waited 
for two days to discuss them 
jointly so as not to make one step 
forward and two backwards, ANA 
quoted Simitis telling the German 
radio. 


Velayati: Return of EU Envoys to Tehran, N Mi 6mp 
Major Setback for U.S. “JP* 


TEHRAN — Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati said here on 
Wednesday that the return of EU 
ambassadors to Tehran is consid- 
ered a major defeat for the U.S 
foreign policy. 

Addressing a press conference 
attended by foreign and Iranian 
reporters, Velayati stressed that 
America did its best to force Euro- 
pean countries not to dispatch their 
ambassadors to Tehran recalled 
for consultations in the wake of a 
Berlin court verdict, hut of no 
avail. 

"These ambassadors will not 
he welcomed in Tehran.” Velayati 
jnoted ad ding that “we won't be 
upset if they never return. *’ 

On the possibility of complete 
break in relations between the 
European Union countries and 
Iran and ban on visa issuance for 
security officials, Velayati said 
that Iran would reciprocate such 
measures. 

He said that Iran is a rich coun- 
try. has good revenues from oil 
sales and will purchase goods from 
any country producing quality 
goods. 

"They race to sell their goods 
to Iran, so there is no reason for 
Iran to be worried about severance 
of ties with Europe.” the foreign 
minister said. 

Velayati questioned, “What on 
earth Europeans manufacture that 
others can't do? We absolutely 
need no country's unilateral help 
and if we have economic relations 
with other countries, they are 
based on mutual benefits and mu- 
tual respect.” 

The foreign minister empha- 
sized that Iran will react to any 
incorrect and negative stance 
taken against it with exactly the 
same vehemence. 

Velayati said that one .should 
differentiate between various parts 
of die EU statement and the ap- 
proach of other countries to it Exit 
all in all the statement was a major 



setback for the foreign policy of 
the United States. 

He said that the statement of the 
European countries betrayed the 
disability of some European coun- 
tries to take correct decision and 
their political backwardness. 

Since the analysis of the Euro- 
pean countries are not realistic, 
their policies towards Iran and 
other parts of the world have not 
been successful, he said. 

Velayati added that for the 
same reason, the EU cannot claim 
that its policies have been success- 
ful in different parts of the world 
such as the Far East, Southeast 
Asia, former Soviet republics, Af- 
rica and so on. 

In reaction to some parts of the 
EU statement concerning sponsor- 
ing of terrorism and signing of the 
convention banning the use of 
chemical weapons, Velayati said 
that Iran signed the treaty in Paris 
and more recently in New York. 

At present, be said, the govern- 
ment is now studying the treaty 
and it will sign the treaty if ap- 
proved by die Iranian parliament. 

Calling the EU statement's ref- 
erence to the signing of the coo- ■ 
vention prohibiting use of 
chemical weapons as a passive re- 
action on the part of the European 
Union to the move taken by Ira-. 


nian chemically wounded soldiers, 
Velayati said that Iran was perhaps 
the most active country in the 
Third World in relation to the 
drafting of the convention. 

On Iran's alleged support for 
terrorism, the foreign minister 
said that there are notorious people 
with records of terrorist activities 
living m European countries. “We 
consider them as elements trained 
by the Westerners to pit pressure 
on Iran,” he added. 

Asked if invitation letters of 
President Rafsaigani will be deliv- 
ered to the Egyptian and Iraqi 
presidents and to the king of Jor- 
dan to attend an OIC summit in 
Tehran in December, Velayati re- 
sponded that such invitations will 
certainly be extended to those 
countries but who will deliver the 
letters and when have yet to lie 
determined. 

Velayati emphasized that Iran’s 
relations with the East, including 
Russia, China, the Far East, 
Southeast Asia, the Indian Sub- 
continent and other regional states 
have been growing in recent years. 
He also reiterated that regional co- 
operation is among the most im- 
portant priorities in the foreign 
policy of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. (i JtNA) 


TEHRAN — Senior, repre- 
sentatives of two Iraqi Kon&d 
groups, the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK)and the Islamic 
Movement of Kurdistan (JMK) 
ended their talks here Tuesday 
evening. 

The meetings, initiated by Te> 
hran. laid preliminary grounds for 
final agreements between the 
heads of the two parties. 

Top delegates of the two rides 
were invited to Tehran following 
the recent clashes. Hie urgency to 
hold on to the cease-fire and con- 
tinue with the negotiations aimed 
at ending the conflict was stressed 
in repeated sessions, held in foe 
presence of officials of ibeJslamk 
Republic. 

According to a statement re- 
leased at the end of the talks, the 
PUK and IMK stressed the need to 
hold on to the cease-fire an- 
nounced last night. 

Furthermore, neither of foe two 
sides should violate foe cease-fire 
and negotiations should continue 
until foe complete cessation of all 
hostilities and return to normalcy 
and mutual cooperation which will 
guarantee the interests of the peo- 
ple of Iraqi Kurdistan, the state- 
ment added. fOtNA} 


Besharati: Any Illegal Entry to 
Iran Should Be Dealt With 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The Interior Minis- 
ter and head of Border Control 
Headquarters Ali Mohammad 
Besharati, here Tuesday, under- 
lined friendly relations among 
neighboring states, saying that any 
illegal entry into foe Islamic Re- 
public of Iran should be severely 
and strictly dealt with, IRNA re- 
ported. 

Besharati, addressing the meet- 
ing of border control headquarters 
of the Interior Ministry, stated that 


foe Law Enforcement Forces have 
the orders to arrest any intruders 
and hand them over to responsible 
officials. 

He said die Islamic Iran was 
closely cooperating with neigh- 
boring countries to guarantee that 
the borders are folly secure a nd 


Kyrgyz, Kazakh Foreip Ministers Call On Velayati 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati met with the Kyr- 
gyz Foreign Minister Kush 
Chubekev Talant who said, “We 
are sure that under the chairman- 
ship of Iras foe Economic Coop- 
eration Organization (ECO) will 
materialize its accords, important 
documents and constructive goals. 

He added that his country at- 


taches great significance to ECO 
and is determined to take an active 
part in foe 10-nation group’s ac- 
tivities. 

Velayati welcomed promotion 
of Tehran-Bishkek relations and 
said that in view of foe two coun- 
tries’ historical commonalties he 
sees excellent prospects of foe 
Irano-Kyrgyz relations. 

Iranian foreign minister and his 
Kazakh counterpart 


Tajik Deputy PM Confers 
With Habibi 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Visiting Tajik Dep- 
uty Premier Khalis Teimurjsmov 
along with minister of Foreign 
Economic Relations Ghaforov 
called on Iranian First Vice Presi- 
dent Hassan Habibi here on Tues- 
day, IRNA reported. 

Teimurjanov briefed Habibi on 
his talks with other Iranian offi- 
cials and said that the cultural 
bonds shared by foe two countries 
coupled with their political will- 
ingness has brought about a suit- 
able ground for further promotion 
of their multilateral relations. 

He hailed the efforts and initia- 
tives oflranian officials for restor- 
ing peace and tranquility in the 
region particularly in Tajikistan, 
and expressed hope that Iran 


would continue its humanitarian 
assistance for foe Tajik nation dur- 
ing the reconstruction process. 

Habibi in reply foresaw as 
promising and bright foe prospects 
of foe two countries’ cooperation, 
saying foe Islamic Republic’s for- 
eign policy gives priority to pro- 
motion of relations with Central 
Asian republics. 

Towards the end of the meeting 
foe Iranian first vice president ex- 
pressed hope that restoration of 
peace and tranquility in Tajikistan 
will pave the way for the two coun- 
tries to expand their economic co- 
operation particularly in the 
sectors of oil, gas and petrochemi- 
cals. as well as foe setting up of 
power station. 


Kasymzbomart Tokayev in a 
meeting on Tuesday exchanged 
views on promotion of Tehran-AI- 
maty ties and regional and interna- 
tional issues of mutual interests. 

In the meeting, Totayev took 
note of foe importance of the two 
nations’ friendly relations, saying 
his country was ready to further 
promote the existing level of foe 
bilateral relations and that Kazakh 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
himself attaches great importance 
to Irano-Kazakh ties. 

In a meeting with Velayati, the 
Turkish Minister of State for Co- 
ordination of Government Salim 
Ensarioglui said here on Tuesday 
that Iran is a country that has con- 
tributed a lot to combat terrorism. 

Velayati said good neighborly 
relations between the two nations 
are centuries old. 

Foreign Minister 
to Visit Beirut 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati is to pay an official 
visit to Beirut, Lebanon, to- to de- 
liver President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani’s message to Elias 
Hrawi, the Lebanese president. 

Velayati is to hold talks with 



that no illegal entries can be made 
into or out of Iran. 

Referring to the undiscovered 
land mines at some Western bor- 
der points left over from foe eight 
years of imposed war (1980-88), 
Besharati said initiatives needed to . 
be taken to clean the area of foe 
remaining mines. 

He also thanked the Islamic 
Revolution Guard Corps (1RGQ 
and foe valiant Armed Forces of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran for 
their brilliant bolding oftbeTarkj' 
ul-Qods amphibious maneuvers in 
the Western and southern areas of 
foe country. 

The interior minister added that 
foe forces were able to achieve 
their pro-determined objectives. 

Lebanese president, prune minis- 
ter aid. other top officials, IRNA 
quoted foe Iranian Ambassador 
Homayoun Aiizadeh as saying 
during his meeting with Dbdw 
al-Hassan, director general of the 
Lebanese Foreign Ministry : 
Tuesday. 

The two sides exchanged views 
on foe possibility of expanding bi- 
lateral relations, the latest regional 
and international developments 
and foe forthcoming visit of Hiawi 
to the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
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i|] ifljjjl Habibi Cables 

Congratulatory 
Message to Indian 
Premier 

TEHRAN -r First Vice-President 
Hassan Habibi cabled a congratu- 
latory message to Indian Prime 
Minister Irider Kumar Gujral, in 
which Ir felicitated him on bis 
election to the post of premiership. 

Considering traditional friend- 
ship and age-old bonds shared by 
Iran and India and your excel- 
lency’s interest inthe preservation 
common traditional, historical and 
cultural heritages as well as in 
seeing the healthy growth and pro- 
motion of bilateral ties, I’m sure 
that we would witness further con- 
soliatian of relations at bilateral, 
regional and international levels 
during the term of your premier- 
ship, read the message. . (if&JA) 
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EU Declaration Invalid, Unjustifiable 


TEHRAN — ' Iranian Foreign 
Ministry issued a statement 
Wednesday in response to the 
April 29 declaration of the Council 
of European Union (EU), describ- 
ing it as invalid and unjustifiable 
“constituting a grave breach of 
international law and the norms 
governing the conduct of inter- 
state affairs.** 

The statement reads as follows: 

“The Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran considers the declaration of 
29 April 1997 of the Council of 
European Union (EU) as a product 
of politically motivated media sen- 
sationalism orchestrated by Zion- 
ist circles and colored by the 
residues of colonial attitudes. It 
constitutes a grave breach of inter- 
national law and the norms gov- 
erning the conduct of inter-state 
affairs, and is therefore invalid 
and unjustifiable. The following 


consideration must be underlined: 

“The pseudo-legal accusations 
by the judge of the domestic court 
in Berlin alleging Iranian involve- 
ment in the Mykonos case which 
have been depicted with further 
distortion as the basis for the state- 
ment of 10 April 1997 of the presi- 
dency and the 29 April declaration 
of the Council of the European 
Union not only are pure fabrica- 
tions and totally baseless but also 
constitute a flagrant violation of 
universally-recdgnized principles 
of international law -and rules of 
-due process. Such practices are 
unacceptable and condemned by 
the international community. 

“Claims by die European coun- 
tries to combat terrorism are pure 
demagoguery, particularly in light 
of the fact that acknowledged ter- 
rorists continue to operate freely 
in the territories of EU member 


states and with the latter's full and 
public support, organize, direct, 
finance and armed terrorist opera- 
tions against the Islamic Republic 
of Iran. The member states of the 
EU are not in a position to evade 
tbeir responsibility for their offi- 
cial policy of state-sponsorship of 
terrorism by levelling baseless and 
irresponsible accusations against a 
major victim of that terrorism, 
namely the Islamic Republic of] 
Iran. 

“The council’s call on Iran to 
ratify the chemical weapons con- 
vention is nothing more than a 
propaganda ploy. It is a matter of| 
public record that the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran has been a victim ofj 
chemical weapons supplied to Iraq 
by some EU member-states. Iran 
has also been one of the major 
forces behind the convention and 
one of its first signatories. 

(IRNA) 


Appreciation Ceremony 
Planned for Eulogists of Velayal 


Tehran Trines Service 
TEHRAN — With the approach- 
ing month of Moharram, month of 
the victory of blood over sword, 
the lovers of Imam Hussein plan 
to extol the sincere and valuable 
efforts of faithful eulogists of the 
Holy Prophet’s (SAW) House- 
hold. particularly those who have 
strived all these years to keep the 
memory of the revolt of Imam 
Hussein (AS) alive. 

The Office of Literature of the 
Arts Seminary (affiliated to the 
Islamic Propagation Organization) 
has announced the hold ing o f a 
first-ever appreciation ceremony 
in honor of the eulogists of Ve- 
layar-e-Faqih (Supreme Muslim 
Jurisprudent). The ceremony, 
slated to be held from May 4 to 6, 
1997 at the Arts Seminary’s An- 



Lebanese Groups Fully Support Iran Against ll-Zionist Plots 



TEHRAN — Visiting Omani Min- 
ister of National Heritage and Cul- 
ture Seyed Faisal bin Ali As-Said 
conferred with the Iranian Minis- 
ter of Culture and Islamic Guid- 
ance Seyed Mostafo Mirsalim in 
a meeting here today. 

At the meeting the Omani min- 
ister emphasized on die need to 
further promote the two countries* 
cultural cooperation, adding ttat 
by taking big strides in tbeir cul- 
tural cooperation die two nations 
would be able to help and 
strengthen communications be- 
tween die peoples of the nations. 


Mirsalim said for his part that Iran 
and Oman will be able to expand 
their cultural cooperation particu- 
larly in the fields of traditional 
arts, archaeology, setting up of 
book and cultural fairs, exchange 
of the periodicals and renovation 
of the historical monuments. 

Iran is ready to restore die 
available manuscripts in the 
Omani libraries, the Iranian min- 
ister suggested, adding that a 
draft of cultural accord could be 
inked between Tehran and Muscat 
during the Omani minister's stay 
here. (IRn/j 


BEIRUT — The various groups 
of Lebanon in a meeting here cm 
Tuesday threw their foil support 
behind the Islamic Republic of 
Iran against the plots of the U.S. 
and the Zionist regime. 

Hie large gathering included 
religious and political leaders, 
academicians, representatives 
from different political groups, 
eminent Palestinians, several am- 
bassadors as well as supporters of 
Islamic Iran. 

Sheikh Naim Qassem, the 
Deputy Secretary General of 
Lebanese HizboIIah, stressed that 
the Lebanese people are firmly 
behind the Islamic Republic. 

He added that Germany has 
made a big blunder by taking a 
stand against Islamic Iran, thus 



Islamic Republic of Iran 
Ministry of Agriculture 

A.S.S.C. 

Agriadtural Support Services Company 
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XM THE NAME OF GOD 

PESTICIDES INTERNATIONAL TENDER NOTICE 

THE AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT SERVICES COMPANY (ASSC), A 
COMPONENT OF THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE OF THE ISLAMIC 
REPUBLIC OF IRAN, IS CONSIDERING THE PURCHASE OF 136 ITEMS OF 
PESTICIDES, TECHNICAL MATERIALS AND ADJUVANTS THROUGH AN 
INTERNATIONAL TENDER. 

THEREFORE, ALT. QUALIFIED APPLICANTS ARE HEREBY IN- 
VITED TO REFER TO ASSC’S HEADQUARTERS AT NO. 73, WEST 
ZARTOSHT STREET, VALI ASR AVENUE, TEHRAN, FROM SATUR- 
DAY 3/5/1997 AND COLLECT THE TENDER DOCUMENTS. 

NEEDLESS TO SAY, THE APPLICANTS, WHILE OBSERVING THE 
DECLARED TERMS AND CONDITIONS, SHOULD PRESENT THEIR 
OFFERS ALONG WITH THEIR BID BONDS IN SEALED ENVELOPES 
IN THE MEETING WHICH WILL BE HELD AT 8.30 A.M. WEDNESDAY 
21/5/1997 WITH BIDDERS OR THEIR REPRESENTATIVES AT 
ASSC’S KARAJ UNIT LOCATED AT MARDABAD ROAD, KARAJ. 

AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT SERVICES COMPANY 


falling in the snare set by the 
United States. Bonn has lost its 
standing among the nations in the 
region. 

He further pointed out that 

Over One Ton of 
Narcotics Confiscated 
in Khorasan Prov. 

BTRJAND — Some 1.367 kgs of 
narcotic were seized after a gun- 
battle with drug traffickers in the 
southern parts of Khorasan Prov- 
ince, colonel Seyed Hamid 
Mousavi said here on Tuesday. 

One of the traffickers was 
killed in the clash and one vehicle, 
a motor bike, 4 RPJ-7 rocket 
launchers along with some ammu- 
nition were confiscated from the 
smugglers, Mousavi added. (IRNA) 


since Islamic Iran had' been able 
to resist and fight back the arro- 
gant powers and the Ba’athist re- 
gime of Iraq, it will again emerge 
successful in this new conspiracy. 

The Minister of war refugees, 
and Head of Parti Socialiste Pro- 
gressiste (PSP), Walk! Joum- 
blatt, pointing out the United 
States' impotency in enforcing 
sanctions against Islamic Iran, 
said the new conspiracy against 
the Islamic Revolution will He 
ineffective and that the United 
States shall be defeated by Iran 
again. 

Joumblatt, who is the leader of 
the Druze community, praised 
the HizboIIah and Lebanese peo- 
ple for putting up a strong resis- 
tance against the Zionists, adding 
that they will eventually succeed 
in neutralizing the U.S. and Zion- 
ist plots in the region. ORNA) 


dishe Hall, is expected to draw a 
large number of eulogists. 

It will be opened by Majlis 
Speaker Ali Akkbar Nateq Nouri 
who will deliver the inspirational 
talk. 

■ ■ iYcmen Calls For , 
, Medical Cooperation ; 
with Iran . ; ' : 

fEHRAN — Health Minister Ali- 
Reza Marandi and Yemeni Am- 
bassador to Tehran Abdullah 
Mohammad aJ-Razi in a meeting 
here on T uesday discussed the pos- 
sibility of Yemeni students study- 
ing at Iranian medical colleges. 
Al-Razi said that his country was 
willing to make use of Iran’s suc- 
cessful experiences in the field of 
health care, calling for inking of a 
memorandum of understanding by 
Iran and his country in the fields 
of health care and medical educa- 
tion. (IRNA) 
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Commerce Minister Inaugurates 
Iran's Exhibition in Doha 
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Despite U.S. Sanctions, Iranian 
Economy Growing 
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DOHA, Qatar: The Minister of Finance, Economy and Trade of Qatar, Sheikh Mohamed ibn Khalifa 
al-Thani (U and the Iranian Trade Minister, Yahya aUshaq (R), cut 29 April in Doha the ribbon for the 
opening of the Iranian Trade Exhibition which will last one week. 

- — — (AFP PHOTO) 

Tehran Times Service week exhibition. to Qatar will pave the way for 

TEHRAN - The Iranian Com- . S l wa ^* n S u P°u arrival at Doha farther expansion of bilateral co- 
nferee Minister Yahya al- Ishaq » ,r Port AMshaq praised the operation between the two coun- 
^ «r. Qatari officials for their efforts to tries. 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - The Iranian Com- 
merce Minister Yahya al- Ishaq 
arrived in Doha, Qatar. Tuesday 
to inaugurate Iran’s trade exhibi- 
tion. 

The Qatari Minister of Fi- 
nance, Economy and Trade. 
Sheikh Mohamed ibn Khalifa al- 
Thani was also present at the open- 
ing ceremony of the exhibition, 
IRNA reported. 

66 banian industrial and com- 
mercial companies have put on 
display their products at the one- 


week exhibition. 

Speaking upon arrival at Doha 
airport, Al-Ishaq praised the 
Qatari officials for their efforts to 
promote Tehran-Doha relations 
particularly in the areas of econ- 
omy and trade. 

He expressed hope that a ship- 
ping line will he established be- 
tween Iran's southern city of 
Bushehr and Doha to facilitate 
transfer of passengers and goods 
between the two countries. 

Meanwhile, Al-Thani said that 
the current visit of Iranian minister 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Despite the U.S gov- 
e rumen t ’ s best attempt to commer- 
cially isolate Iran, first through 
imposing a trade and investment 
ban on U.S firms doing business 
with Iran back in 1 995 followed by 
punitive measures on non-U. S 
companies investing more than 
$40 million annually in Iran, the 
Iranian economy has been experi- 
encing positive growth rates, 
stressed a newspaper specializing 
in Middle East affairs. 

To add insult to injury, IMF 
officials have predicted that de- 
spite U.S sanctions, Iran’s econ- 
omy has shown signs of 
improvement in 1996-97, said the 
Middle East Times (MET) in an 
article in its latest edition. 

The IMF expects the economy 
in Iran to touch 4 percent growth 
rates in 1997, up from 3.5 percent 
and 1.6 percent in 1996 and 1995, 
respectively, said MET. 

The Middle East Times is 
based in Cairo but published by a 
British publisher. 

Inflation in Iran is expected to 
fall from 50 percent to 20 percent 
this year. Foreign currency re- 
serves have jumped to between $8 


billion and 8.5 billion as a result 
of higher than expected oil prices. 

Fu thermo re, Iran seems not to 
be having any problems servicing 
its foreign debts, which currently 
amounts to around $17.5 billion, 
MET said. 

The article noted that an inter- 
national exhibition of oil, gas pet- 
rochemicals industries and 
products being held in Tehran dur- 
ing 23rd to 27th April is expected 
to attract a number of European 
participants. 

The French government, a 
leading opponent of U.S sanc- 
tions, has actively supported a 
number of its companies to expand 
their activities in Iran while re- 
newing export credit guarantees to 
French firms planning to export 
goods to Iran. 

Total, the French oil and gas 
giant, has substantial interests in 


Iran’s oil and gas sector. Ai die 
moment Total, after atmotmern* 
its lack of concern for U.S policy! 
is developing the Sirri "A* and ‘ET 
offshore oil fields. 

In addition. Total has made a 
formal bid to develop fag jggp 
million second phase of the South 
Pars offshore gas field prefect, re- 
portedly the hugest in the country. 

MET said the Rowans have 
dealt another blow to the U.S pol- 
icy of is o l ating Iran by a gwinj | 
general agreement to broaden Rus- 
sian- Iranian economic relations in 
December 1996. 

The fact of Che matter is that 
Iran has long-term agre em e n ts 
with many foreign coopoaies and 
it is quite unlikely these companies 
will leave Iran just because the 
U.S. wants teem to do so, con- 
cluded die MET article. 


Iran-Singapore Economic 
Relations Discussed 


World's Energy Animal 
Trade, $500bn 


Seventh ECO Session 
Concludes 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - The Seventh Foreign 
Ministerial Meeting of the Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Organization 
(ECO) wound up its work here 
Tuesday. 

Turkish Minister of State, 
Salim Ensarioglu, told the one-day 
session that we (ECO members) 
have attained peace and stability 
through ECO and that economic 
cooperation and development are 
receiving serious attention, IRNA 
said. 

Ensarioglu stressed the need 
for expediting commerce in the 

International 
Workers’ Day 
Observed 

Tehran Times Service 

.TEHRAN - 1300,000 workers in 
southern Tehran staged a special 
ceremony to mark the Interna- 
tional Workers’ Day (May Day). 

Secretary of the Laborer’ 
House Abdullahi delivered a state- 
ment on measures to inqprove the 
working conditions and promotion 
of medical insurance for the work- 
ers, IRNA reported. 

He said the labour university 
would be set up soon for educating 
the workers and tbeir children. 

Abdullahi listed the demands of 
die workers concerning pays and 
other 'benefits to be forwarded to 
the ministry of labor and social 
affairs. 


region, saying that transportation 
and communications played a vital 
role in this regard as is clear by the 
opening of the Tajan-Sarakks- 
Mashhad railway link. 

He stated that his country at- 
taches great significance to the is- 
sues of banking and insurance. 

Boris Sheikh-Moradov, the 
Vice President and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan, 
said ECO was a suitable organiza- 
tion for the promotion of regional 
cooperation. 

Turkmenistan has adopted a 
ten-year economic plan based cm 
the decisions made at the 10-nation 
ECO to control its annual inflation 
rate. 

He described the conditions in 
Afghanistan and Azerbaijan as 
miserable*, and appealed to re- 
gional nations to actively cooper- 
ate in order to end the crisis in 
Afghanistan. 

Shamshad Ahmad, the Paki- 
stani Foreign Secretary stated that 
ECO had attained its objectives 
during the short period of its life 
and that the organization was gain- 
ing momentum. 



Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - The oil trade includ- 
ing its excavation, extraction, pro- 
duction, shipping and marketing 
of oil and gas, is the biggest 
world’s in terms of its value which 
amounts to $500 bQion annually. 

Talking yesterday at Iran’s 
Find National Energy Gathering 
here Minister of Oil Gholamreza 
Aqazadeh said the above and 
added in spite of all efforts by 
world industrialized countries and 
consumers to cut energy consump- 
tion, specially oil and fossil fuels, 
consumption of such fuels has 
been increasing in the last dec- 
ades. 

He said that on the basis of the 
research works carried out by the 
world's energy exports consump- 
tion of fossil fuels will be in- 
creased further in future. 

The minister went on to say that 
according to estimates, the 
world’s requirement to OPEC’s 
production will be increased in the 


The 4th Abu Dhabi Int*l 
Trade Fair Opens 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The Fourth Interna- 
tional Abu Dhabi Trade Fair 
opened on Sunday with 34 coun- 
tries participating. 

Twenty-four Iranian manufac- 
turing, industrial and trading com- 
panies displayed their products in 


such fields as construction materi- 
als and tools, reservoir tanks, 
home appliances and steel prod- 
ucts. 

Many visited Iran’s pavilion 
which covers an area of 330 square 
meters. 

The eight-day exhibition runs 
through May 4. 


coming years. 

Aqazadeh said that since Iran’s 
main source of income is from 
export of crude oil, the country 
should pay more attention to the 
world's developments in the field 
of oil to increase its income. 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Singapore’s Minister 
of Finance, Richard Hu, said in 
Singapore Tuesday tint his coutp* 
try encourages public and private 
sectors to invest in Iran. 

He made die remark In a meet- 
ing with Iran’s accredited ambas- 
sador to Singapore, Mohsen 
Nabavi, IRNA reported. 

Hu added that the government 
has instructed die public and pri- 
vate sectors to make use of Iran's 
transportation facilities for ex- 
ports of goods to Central Asian 


republics via Bandar Abitts-Tajan 
railways. 

Both officials underlined die 
need to further promote Tefarm- 
Singapore economic relations. 

Meanwhile, the deputy Sin , 
gaporean minister of commerce, 
in a meeting with Nabavi, called 
for holding of trade m eetings be- 
tween the two countries to further 
expand bilateral economic rela- 
tions. 

The Iranian ambassador also 
outlined new facilities offered to 
investors in Iran’s face trade and 
industrial zones. 
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Bans and Fines Dished Out for South 
Americans 

ZURICH, Switzerland: World football's ruling body FIFA on 
Tuesday dished out a raft -of fines [and suspensions relating to 
the ugly scenes of fighting both on and off the pitch that accom- 
panied the Bolivia-Argentina and Paraguay-Colombia World 
Cup qualifiers on April 2. 

The sanctions included bans ranging between one and four 
games for three Argentine and three Colombian players, notably 
Newcastle striker Faustino Asprilla, and fines for both the Boliv- 
ian and Argentine football associations. 

HFA's action followed a stormy night of football that saw Bolivia 
shock Argentina 2-1 and Paraguay surprise visiting Colombia by 
the same score. 

Fioreiitina, Porto, Aek Athens Hit by UEFA 

2E*J£**** K*>«"dub RorenUna wi.. ■»£ ,„X , * 
SSL fwo < .^“ ro P ea,l 1 matches at least 500 kilometers from 
missi / , t t,irowin g incidents that marred 
^Js*foJ^ 5 P Winners Cu P semifinal with Barcelona last 

European football's ruling body UEFA also fined th* ii>is ano ait j 

Weary Germans Caiutol Afford Slip Up 

BONN: Not even a win on Wednesday evening in Bremen will 
see Germany dislodge Ukraine from the top of World Cup 

auafifying Group 9, but it would go a long way tosmoothing away 

the furrows in coach Berti Vogts' brow. 

The Ukrainians, most of whom play for Dynamo Kiev, have 
proven a surprise packet (12 points) with four wins from their 
five games so for. A further win would make them odds on 
favorites to play m France next year while Portugal (9 points) and 
Germany (8 points) would be left scrabbling for second place. 
The German ranks have been thinned by injury with Borussia 
Dortmund trio Andreas Moeller, Stefon Reuter and Lais Ricken 
all withdrawing because of muscle strains. 

Monaco All hid Crowned French Champions 

PARIS: Monaco were ait but crowned champions of France on 
Tuesday when second-half goals from Sonny Anderson and 
Victor Ikpeba gave them a 2-0 win at fourth-placed Strasbourg. 
Monaco now lead the French first' division by 12 points from 
Paris Saint Germain, who mathematically could still catch them 
by winning their last four games, assuming Jean Tigana's men 
lose their last three. . 

Even in that unlikely event, Monaco have the added insurance 
of a vastly superior goal difference and will be crowned cham- 
pions if PSGfoil to win at Lille on Wednesday. 


Sri Ijanka Sight Victory in Second Test 
COLOMBO: Aravinda de Silva's third century in a rowand a fiery 
burst by Chamrnda Vaas left Pakistan gasping for survival in the 
second cricket test against Sri Lanka here on Tuesday. 

Set an improbable victory target of 426, or a minimum of 121 
overs to battle for a draw, Pakistan limped to 28 for two by the 
end of the fourth day's play at the Sinhalese sports club ground. 
De Silva, who scored 168 In the opening test and 138 not out in 
the first innings here, smashed an unbeaten 103 off 99 balk as 
Sri Unka flayed the depleted Pakistani attack. 

Opener Sanatfa Jayasuriya chipped in with 106, his second test 
century, and skipper Arjiina Ranatunga hammered 66 off 62 
bafts before Sri Lanka closed tbeir second innings at 386 for four 
soon after tea. 

Springbok Skip/ier Lewis Ireland to Maiden 

Win 

LONDON: South Africa Captain Hansie Cronje was the toast of 
Irish cricket on Tuesday as he led Ireland to their first ever win 
over an EngKsh County side by beating Middlesex by 46 runs in 
Dublin. 

Cronje, contracted to play in the Benson and Hedges Cup 
campaign in anr estimated 20,000 pounds-a-year deal, only ar- 
rived in Dublin on Friday but was instrumental as. Ireland put 
the disappointment of narrowly foiling to qualify for the World 
Cup behind them. 

His unbeaten 94 was the cornerstone of Ireland's 281 for four, 
their best ever total against County opposition, and left Middle- 
sex straggling to avoid a humiliating defeat when they resumed 
on 134 for six this morning because of rain on Monday. 
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China to Welcome European Elite 

MANCHESTER, England: China's women beat North Korea 3-0 
in the World Table Tennis Championship team final here on 
Tuesday, before the Chinese team manager agreed to welcome 
European women players into their training set up. 

Li Furong, world men's singles runner-up three times in succes- 
sion to Chuang Tse Tung in 1961, 1963 and 1965, said It would 
be possible for the likes of Romania's world number 27 Otilia 
Badescu and European champion Nicole Struse of Germany to 
train for periods in their country. 

World number four Yang Ying, world and Olympic champion 
Deng Yaping and Li Ju defeated North Korea's Wi Bok Sun, Kim 
Hyon Hui and Tu Jong Sil respectively m an all-Asian final. 



: ! * u. .. 


PARIS, France (April 29): Eleven heads and four tails of a 15-piece 
gold and silver collection dedicated to the 1 998 Soccer World Cup 
were launched by La Monnaie de Paris in association with the 
Mondial 98 Oiganizing Committee. The coins are printed with 
images relating to past and present soccer World Cups. (From 
bottom R corner: Argentina, Brazil, Germany, Italy, England and 
(middle row R) Uruguay, the six countries which won the past 
World Cups.) 

(AFP P HOTO) 

Is? m 

VhHiriit- vtenv":' 

< L 

Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The national Olym- 
pic committees' officials and gen- 
eral secretaries from 16 different 
western Asian countries are to 
hold a session here on Friday 
May 2, to discuss how to hold 
the first round of sports games in 
the area. 

“The meeting is to be attended 
by representatives from Tajikis- 
tan. Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, Qatar, 

Kuwait, Yemen. Oman, Iran, 

Iraq, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Bah- 
rain, and UAE,” said the secre- 
tary general of the National 
Iranian Olympic Committee, 


Seyed Amir Hosseini. 

“The timetable for the games 
is going to be discussed too,” he 
added. Any of the fields with at 
least 6 participating i«nns will be 
put on the games program. In die 
gathering the draft of articles of 
association of die western Asian 
states federation is supposed to be 
discussed and ratified and also the 
members of the executive com- 
mittee and die second host of the 
games will be selected. 

The secretary general of Na- 
tional Iranian Olympic Commit- 
tee will present a report on the 
measures and activities imple- 
mented for holding the games. 
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STRASBOURG, BAS RHIN, France (April 29): Monaco's Nigerian 
striker Ikpeba (R) overtakes Strasbourg's defender Philippe Rascke 
in Strasbourg during their French premiership match. Monaco is 
currently leading 2-0 after Ikpeba scored the second goal 

(AFP PHOTO) 
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MANCHESTER, England — 
France and China meet in the 
men’s team event final after berth 
had semifinal victories at the 
World Table Tennis Champion- 
ships here on Tuesday. 

France beat Germany 3-2 to 
join China, who beat South Korea 
3-1 earlier in die day, in Wednes- 
day's final. 

China's top trio of Olympic 
champion Liu Guoliang, Asian 
Games winner Wang Tao and 
world champion Kong Linghui 
sent China through to their !3th 
final in the last 14 world events. 

Only in Chiba in 1991, when 
they finished seventh, have the 
sport's torch bearers suffered the 

indignity of not making the final, 
finishing a poor seventh. 

Liu Guoliang faced world num- 
ber five Kim Taek Soo in the 
Opener in a battle of the two best 
penholders in the world.- 


i; 7 *^ 7 ; *7* •• 

Kim raised his arm in triumph 
after winning the first point with a 
net to set the mood for this hotly 
contested match. But Kim, playing 
away from the table, was hardly a 
match for the close-to- the- table 
hitting of Liu who continually out- 
maneuvered his opponent. 

Liu, generally considered the 
world's best server, raced to a 
13-7 lead, leaving Kim, regarded 
as the fittest player in the world, 
unable to reach his shots which 
swung out wide on both wings. 

World Cup winner Liu won the 
match 21-14, 22-20 though Kim 
did pull back to 19-19, after lob- 
bing 20 feet tram the table forcing 

a smash error from Liu. 

•* 

Liu missed a match point at 

20- 19, but earned another shot at 

21- 20 when he got a lucky net 
prompting an error from Kim. 

(AFP) 
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Understanding Rung Fu 
as Described by a Master 

Skills of Kirng Fu 

(Part 37) 

can be successful in all fields if 
( \{Xjyou restrain your passion and 
— ✓ concupiscence. Meanwhile, the 
monotonous exercises bring about nothing 
but boredom. An athlete or a trainer should 
always program his practice with innovation 
and new ideas. If you set your trainees a 
monotonous exercise during the week, they 
feel weary in body and mind. Conversely, 
various programs and exercises as follows are 
always decent and pleasing for you and your 
trainees: 


A) Saturday: 


cr i 

1) Running 2) Warm-up 3) Broad jump 4) Kicks 



5) Techniques 

8) Monday: 1) Running 2) Warm-up 3) Stretching exercises 

I 

4) Speed exercises 5) Blows 

O Wednesday: 1) Stretching exercises 2) Running 3) Broad 
jump 4) Challenge 5) Lifting weight 
D) Friday: 1) Swimming or 2) Climbing 



Running: As we know running is the mother of sports. To enjoy 
a fine and well-developed physique as well as breathing ability, 
you have to run for half an hour every day or every other day. 
Running as a part of your exercises should not be monotonous 
either. In other words, you have to give variety to it by changing 
your speed and type of running, marathon and speed. The 
trainers can arrange for their trainees some matches. Of course, 
broad jump and high jump are also among the basics of the 
martial arts. 

Warm-up: To start exercise, the athletes have to at first warm up 
their bodies through turning its different parts, otherwise they 
will suffer from contraction of muscles, backache, etc. When 
running is finished, it is time for warming up the body by turning 
its different parts including ankles, knees, waist, shoulders, neck 
and trunk. All these parts should be turned in two opposite 
directions. 

Stretching exercises: They should be put on all athletic programs 
and exercises. The body, has two types of muscles: Those which 
are under your control and act according to your orders and 
those which work automatically such as heart. To have a fit aqd 
flexible body, you have to do stretching exercises individually or 
in pairs. 
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PEOPLE... 

We should not fa? dictated to by 

the West. Some of the Western 
countries, particularly the United 
States, are enemies of the Islamic 
Revolution. They should not be 
allowed to treat us any way the 
like. 

Asadollah Qeydar, self-em- 
ployed: 

The policies of the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran on relations with the 
West have been delineated and de- 
fined by the late founder of the 
Islamic Republic Imam Khomeini 
and the grand Leader of the Is- 
lamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed 
Ali Khamenei and the next presi- 
dent is expected to follow the same 
policies. 

Ms. Najafi, a student: 

We should utilize our domestic 
potential to such an extent that our 
dependence on other countries is 
minimized. 

Ms. Fashki, a student of man- 
agement: 

We should have commercial 
ties with the Western countries, 
but should not be dependent on 
them. As we need them for some 
commodities, they need us too. 
Through adopting an appropriate 
policy, the next president should 
make the Western countries real- 
ize this. 

Ms. Dehqan, a math teacher: 

You can see how Germans 
treated us in the Mykonos case. I 
think our government did not re- 
spond strongly. The Iranian peo- 
ple are well aware of the fact that 
German companies sold chemical 
weapons to Iraq during its war 
against Iran. Therefore, holding 
protest demonstrations inside the 
country do not have such a strong 
influence on the public opinion of 
other countries. The reason is that 
the Western media do not cover 
the demonstrations properly. 
Thus, die government is expected 
to convey to other nations through 
proper means the facts on the sup- 
ply of chemical weapons by Ger- 
many to Iraq and complicity of 
Germans in the crimes committed 
by Saddam Hussein. Overall, the 
next president should take a 
stronger stance on issues like 
these. 

Next, those polled were asked 
how much they trusted the presi- 
dential election and bow they rated 
the electioneering and publicity 
campaign launched by some presi- 
dential candidates. 

Abbas Danesh: 

Recently, it has been seen that 
some representatives in the Parlia- 
ment speak in favor of a certain 
presidential candidate. This 
should not happen. The people 
themselves should decide who 
they will vote for. However, it is 
encouraging that all of the presi- 
dential candidates are trusted by 
the people and all have a clear 
record of faithful service to die 
nation and Islamic system. 

Asadollah Qeydar: 

In my view, the system of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran is sound. 
Now, if at some polling-stations 
there are violations of the election 
law by some of those in charge of 
counting the votes, this cannot be 
blamed on the Islamic system. 

Ms. Dehqan: 

I think people are entitled to 
vote Ibr their favorite candidates. 
However, it seems that some of the 
candidates who intend to stand in 
the next presidential election are 
not qualified for the post, particu- 
larly in view of political experi- 
ence. 


Malek Abbasi. a taxi driver: 

I believe political awareness of 
the Iranian people has greatly in- 
creased. I have been working as a 
taxi driver in Tehran for some 23 
years and have been in touch with 
people from almost all walks of 
life. I can see that, today, people 
are much more politically-in- 
formed than in the era before the 
victory of the Islamic Revolution. 

It is clear that those candidates 
having greater financial support 
will be able to launch their election 
campaign on a wider scale. But, 
the people will not be influenced 
by these factors. Most of the peo- 
ple have already made up their 
minds which candidate to vote for. 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

TURKEY... 

tween Turkey and Israel, Tayan is 
also scheduled to meet with Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman, Prime Minis- 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Levy, 

(AFP) 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

EU... 

other people to be inferior,” the 
president noted. 

He said the Europeans have dis- 
criminatory approach towards 
their Muslim citizens and Iran has 
protested them for their discrimi- 
nation of their minority groups. 

“The EU has adopted a double- 
standard approach toward human 
rights. The countries lacking in 
even parliament are very good for 
them in terms of honoring human 
rights because the concession they 
make to the European states, but, 
a democratic country like Iran is 
accused by them of violating hu- 
man rights,** he said. 

In Iran every minority group 
has its own representatives to the 
parliament, but, the European 
countries have discriminatory be- 
havior towards their Muslim mi- 
norities. 

The president referring to tire 
approximate timing of the Berlin 
court statement with tire United 
Nations Security Council resolu- 
tion against Israel questioned “is 
the condemnation of Israel by the 
UN General Assembly is impor- 
tant or a statement made by a local 
judge in Germany. 

(TRNAJ 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

SAHABI... 

Islamic principles since 1963 but 
based on my own understanding 
not through the way of thinking 
which has emerged in Iran after 
the victory of the Islamic Revolu- 
tion,” he pointed out. 

“We expected the Islamic gov- 
ernment to stress the fundamentals 
of Islam such as monotheism, be- 
lief in the resurrection and the like 
not to implement the tenets of the 
Islamic jurisprudence,*’ Sahabi 
stated. 

Entrusting an individual with 
positions of responsibility should 
be based on clear and acceptable 
criteria such as efficiency, compe- 
tence and national commitment not 
based on his beliefs. Also, (be 
government positions should not 
be entrusted only to those who 
wear special costumes and who 
have studied special courses, he 
further said. 

Regarding the approval of his 
qualifications for presidential can- 


didacy by the Guardian Council, 
Sahabi said, “I don't know what 
the council's criteria are in this 
regard. But because 1 am not a 
non-religious or barred from po- 
litical activities by the law. 1 ex- 
pect my qualifications to be 
approved by the council. If the 
Guardian Council refuses to do so, 
! will file a lawsuit with the judi- 
cial authorities. 

He added, “However, it is 
clear that the Guardian Council 
has a pessimistic view on the Na- 
tional Movement of Iran and its 
members and will be reluctant to 
approve my qualifications.” 

Elsewhere in the interview, Sa- 
habi said that if elected president, 
he will replace all the ministers of 
the present cabinet except the Min- 
ister of Industries, Mohammad 
Reza Nematzadeh, with young and 
experienced individuals who have 
national commitment. 

Reaffirming his links with the 
National Movement of Iran, Sa- 
habi said that the movement's cri- 
teria for choosing individuals are 
efficiency, expertise and national 
commitment, not Islamic commit- 
ment. “If someone is not commit- 
ted to Islam but is committed to the 
interests of his country, I will cer- 
tainly choose him to work with 
me,*’ he stressed. 

As for the relations between the 
Council to Determine the expedi- 
ency of the Islamic System and the 
next president, be said that it 
seems that the council is above the 
Iranian Parliament (Majlis) in 
terms of authority. “The council 
may create restrictions for the next 
president. On the whole, I have 
some objections to it and in a letter 
that I wrote five years ago, I elabo- 
rated on its flaws,” he added. 

Asked whether he would have 
frictions with the Majlis if elected 
president, Sahabi said that he is for 
mutual understanding and would 
try to remove the differences and 
strengthen friendly ties between 
the government and people. 

“If people elect me president, I 
can get along with the present of- 
ficials of the Islamic Republic. Of 
course I will have some frictions 
with the Islamic Revolution Guard 
Corpse (IRGC), but in order to 
build a strong nation, I will try to 
bridge over our differences 
through negotiation,*' he added. 

Concerning his altitude to- 
wards the ideals of the Islamic 
Revolution and the Islamic sys- 
tem, he said that the full-scale eco- 
nomic and political independence 
were among the main objectives 
and ideals of the Islamic Revolu- 
tion. 

“But, presently, we have no 
economic independence. If 1 win 
the presidential election, I will 
borrow only from the domestic 
sources and will not ask for for- 
eign loans. 1 will also prevent ex- 
travagance. The next ideal is 
freedom, and presently the politi- 
cal antisocial Freedom of individu- 
als are ignored. The first change I 
would like to see happen in the 
people's lives is the national 
unity,'* be noted. 

On the economic plans of Presi- 
dent Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
and his own economic plans, Sa- 
habi said, " The country’s econ- 
omy is not in good condition and 
the prescription for its recovery 
has been ordered by authorities in 
other countries. Having knowl- 
edge of the present economic con- 
dition, I will try to achieve the 
economic development by using 
the domestic potential and re- 
sources.” 

He added. “The strategic pol- 
icy of promoting exports without 
replacing them with imports is 
harmful to the country and has 
already proven to be a failure. 


President Rafsanjani is doing his 
utmost, but he is trying to imple- 
ment the plans Hastily due to his 
political objectives. This action 
has no economic justification and 
does not guarantee the return of 
the capital. Rather, it is a waste of 
energy and money due to the lack 
of national unity.” 

Regarding the chances of his 
success in the next presidential 
election, he told the Tehran Times 
that, presently, his electioneering 
is largely centered in the cities of 
Tehran, Mashhad and Isfahan, 
where he is giving out pamphlets. 

But. he added, “So far, I have 
not been able to make speeches in 
places like mosques or universi- 
ties. If I can address the different 
strata of the society, in view of the 
fact that the intellectual class is 
well acquainted with me, I think I 
can poll a large number of votes.” 

Ezzatollah Sahabi, 67, is the 
son of Dr. Yadollah Sahabi, who 
founded the Liberation Movement 
of Iran (LMI) together with Mabdi 
Bazargan. He graduated from Te- 
hran University in mechanical en- 
gineering in 1952 and joined the 
National Resistance Movement in 
1953. He was elected as a member 
of the central council of the LMI 
in 1961 after it was founded. Un- 
der the former regime, he was 
several times arrested and impris- 
oned. After the victory of the Is- 
lamic Revolution, he was 
appointed a member of the revolu- 
tionary council. He was also 
elected as a representative of Te- 
hran constituency to the Experts 
Assembly to pass the Constitution 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran. In 
1980, he was appointed head of the 
Plan and Budget Organization 
and. in 1981, be announced he 
would continue his political and 
social activities independent of the 
LMI. 

He was elected as a Tehran 
representative to foe First Majlis. 
He has not been holding govern- 
ment positions since 1984. Sahabi 
launched the publication of Iran-e 
Fartla in 1992 to air his views. He 
was held under detention for some 
six months in 1990. 

A TV program titled boviat 
(identity), which was broadcasted 
by the Iranian state television re- 
cently, included some of his state- 
ments against the LMI and also his 
remarks made among some oppo- 
sition figures abroad. 

Sahabi outlined his major fu- 
ture plans as follows: 

1- Campaigning against mo- 
nopolization of power and creating 
national unity; 

2 - Advocating people's free- 
dom and security; 

3- Giving priority to expertise 
and national commitment in all 
executive areas; 

4- Balancing economic devel- 
opment with reliance on domestic 
resources and underlining indus- 
trial growth and production and 
bridging over wide social gaps; 

5- Making efforts to get foe 
country out of political isolation 
through removing tension in for- 
eign relations within foe frame- 
work of national interests; 

6- Providing people with the 
freedom to voluntarily practice 
their religious beliefs. 

(Contd From I*g. 1) 

4TH... 

mentioned by the law does not 
exist in reality. 

Director of the Pavilion of the 
Weekly Velayat-e Qazvin: 

There is no color printing in 
Qazvin. We have asked for a li- 
cense to establish a printing firm, 
hut the'officials say such a license 


cannot be issued to us because the 
circulation of our periodical is not 
large enough. But the fact is that 
the circulation of our weekly is 
some 10.000, which is acceptable 
for a local periodical. 

The people are pleased with our 
periodical and no copies are re- 
turned to the office. If we did not 
face financial problems, especially 
the shortage of budget for purchas- 
ing paper, we would increase the 
circulation. 

We face no problems in con- 
veying the facts and criticizing the 
officials within the framework of 
the press law. We have allotted 
one page to airing the views of our 
readers. 

Ah math, a pressman with the 
monthly Farhang-e Towse'e: 

! believe the Iranian journalists 
enjoy complete freedom of expres- 
sion. Regarding the problems fac- 
ing the press in general, ! should 
say that these problems will not be 
solved only through lowering the 
price of paper or granting similar 
facilities. In my view, even if you 
hand out a periodical free of 
charge, most of the people will not 
read it, since they have economic 
problems that prevent them from 
reading periodicals. It is clear that 
when there are not so many read- 
ers, foe periodicals will face prob- 
lems. 

Director of foe pavilion of foe 
daily Ettela'ab 

I think foe major problem fac- 
ing the newspapers and periodicals 
is shortage of paper and raw ma- 
terials. On the freedom of foe 
press, I should say that foe jour- 
nalists do not enjoy total freedom 
of expression. Some news items 
are not published due to some rea- 
sons and foe p ress m en are not so 
free as to publish whatever they 
like. 

Director of the pavilion of foe 
periodical Asr-eMa: 

So far, a lot of accusations have 
been leveled against our peri- 
odical. We requested the permis- 
sion to publish our periodical as a 
weekly, but foe permission was 
not granted, there are some offi- 
cials who tend to impose restric- 
tions cm foe freedom of the press. 
But, foe measures presently taken 
indicate that foe newspapers and 
periodicals will enjoy more free- 
dom of expression in foe future. 
The present press festival has an 
effective role in boosting foe free- 
dom of expression. 

(Contd. From Pg. 1 1) ■ 

IRANIAN.... 

statistics reveal that the 
dependence of foe Iranian press on 
foreign news agencies has 
considerably decreased. News 
about Islamic and Arabic countries 
are getting front page coverage in 
Iranian newspapers. The I ranian 
press cannot rely on distorted 
news pro p a g a t ed by foreign news 
agencies. It has proven that news 
agencies wilfully efistort the truth 
about Muslims and foe oppressed 
of the world in subservience to 
certain powers. 

The issue of Palestine has long 
been a main concern of foe Iranian 
mass media which has been giving 
its stories wide coverage in its 
publications. Science and 
technology are also of prime 
importance. Ultimately, it is foe 
responsibility of mass media 
authorities to pay more attention to 

foe quality and quantity of its press 
considering the latter's powerful 
role as the link between people and 
authorities. A strong press can 
serve as a protector of foe people 
and as the government's listening 
ear to their problems. 


(Contd from Pg.9) 

ZAIRE... 

contained a million Hutus. All (he 
aid agencies predicted a humani- 
tarian disaster, and agitated for a a 
international military interven- 
tion. They were all wrong. 

The Hutus in the camps fled 
Rwanda two years ago after a 
Hutu-led government carried out a 
genocide killing over half a mil- 
lion people of the minority Tutsi 
tribe. They fled to escape venge- 
ance, though the Tutsi-dominated 
government that drove the killers 
out did not seek revenge. There 
have been arrests and trials in 
Rwanda, of course, but no mass 
reprisals. 

The ordinary Hut us in the 
camps in Zaire knew this by fast 
year, fait they could not go home 
because the camps were run by the 
very same soldiers and Inter - 
ham we militiamen who had com- 
mitted the genocide. Mobutu's 
regime let foe militiamen keep 
their arms, and they simply killed 
people who tried to return to 
Rwanda. And the aid agencies, 
with the best of intentions, became 
hopelessly complicit in this situ- 
ation. 

They ended up feeding and 
maintaining what were not really 
refugee camps, but rather terror- 
ized concentration camps from 
which genocidal murderers 
launched raids back across the 
border into Rwanda. They pre- 
dicted mass slaughter when foe 
ADFL, in the course of liberating 
eastern Zaire, attacked the Hutu 
militia who ran foe camps. And 
what happened? The militia fled 
deeper into Zaire, taking many 
innocent people with them as hos- 
tages — but 800,000 out of the 
million people who had been in foe 
camps just went home. 

Remember those extraordinary 
scenes of rivers of humanity flow- 
ing back across foe Rwandan bor- 
der last November? The ADFL 
did not kill foe Hutu refugees; it 
freed them. And the Rwandan 
government did not kill them 
either; it welcomed them home. In 
retrospect, it is clear that this was 
a preplanned operation. 

The Hutu refugees around 
Kisangani who are now allegedly 
foe victims of a second ‘final solu- 
tion* are foe 200,000-old who fled 
further west last year. They in- 
dude many of the innocent, and all 
of foe guilty — and foe Intera- 
hamwe thugs are still there to en- 
sure that nobody breaks ranks and 
tries to go home. 


■ These Hutu- militiamen, driven 
by a fierce racist hatred of Tntsis, 
wore virtually foe only troops who 
stood and freight for Mobutu as foe 
ADFL swept through eastern 
Zaire in the past few months. They 
are not vety popular with Kabila's 
men, and there have been clashed 
around the new camps south of 
Kisangani in recent weeks. Hun- 
dreds, or even thousands, may 
have been killed. 

Such things happen in war, 
even though they shouldn't. But a 
systematic genocide? Tens of 
thousands, murdered? There is 
nothing in foe ADFL's-psst behav- 
ior to make such an accusation 
plausible, and no rational reason 
for it to behave in such a way. 
Whereas foe accusers have been 
wrong before, and as for foe gov- 
ernments- among them... well, all 
governments lie when it suits four . 
purposes. 

If I am wrong about this, then 
by spreading doubt about the va- 
lidity of foe emergency I could be 
contributing to foe deaths of inno- 
cent people. But I smell a rat here, 
and I think it’s foe same rat I 
smelled before. 
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A zootnatt duU servant 
holding JU: 


These un-Mamic and Wert- 
cm tendencies shown by aomt 
women have turned into one of the 
most controve r si a l concerns of foe 
Islamic Revahtikm and a cultural 
ami social malady in recent years. 

Ayatollah Azari Qonn, an out- 
standing afimin Qom, in his book 
entitled “The Woman As Viewed, 
Undo 1 An Islamic System* writes: 
“The Mamie government is duty- 
bound to preserve public chastity. 
Government should control and 
dose centers vitiating puhKc chas- 
tity. Hie government should exer- 
cise strict control of- cinemas, 
amphitheaters, and die mass media 
apparatos. If die government fails 
to think oirt ways of preserving the 
chastity of w omen, Ac problem 
will most certainty give rise to 
serious concerns for foe Mamie 
society." 

At present the widening of tins 
unfavorable cultural chasm has 
given rise to tensions ami contra- 
dictHMs in Iranian society. News- 
papers often take up stories of 

manifrrf«ftn«ia nf thin ^i d t i ir a l im- 

poverishmeaL Sometimes cultural 
and social organizations, as well 
as groups committed to certain 
causes, mount protest rallies call- 
ing an officials to deal serkmaty 
with this cultural setback. It can be 
said with certainty (hat foe weak- 
ening of religions fervor among 
some women is one of the most 
important emanations for fodr 
sliding into Western values and 
following foe non-Mamie way of 


Women Find Life in 
Iran Enjoyable 


(Interviews With Women Who Call it Their Home) 


life. 

Let-os now listen to foe view- 
points of a number of our citizens: 

* Since religious women are 
committed to religious tenets, they 

give great importance to moral and 
faintly values, preferring chasti ty 
above everything else. Women 
with no religious co mm i t ment are 
easily dragged towards perversion 
and destruction. 

- The difference between relig- 
ious and non-religious women lie 
in foe feet that foe former are com- 
mitted to moral values but foe lat- 
ter arenoL Our religion enables us 
to shun evil. A religious individual 
abstains from acts of perversion. 

- Any indivithial holding moral, 
religions and conventional values 
will eventually five a more decent 
life. Absence of religious beliefs 
drags individnals to decadence. 

lit is ap p ro p riate, at tins junc- 
ture, to highlight the role of Ira- 
nian women in strengthening die 
family unit. A comparison be- 
tween Iranian and American 
women will hot be out of (dace 
here. An American researcher, 
Barbara Whitehead, has come up 
with results on her 30-year re- 
search work on divorce in Ameii- 
" can society in a women's maga- 
zine. In her report, Whitehead 
writes tint disintegration of fami- 
lies is counted as foe main factor 
responsible for many controver- 
sial social dilemmas. As revealed 
by her studies, in the *80s divorce 
was an important factor in the rise 
in poverty among American chil- 
dren. Furthermore, foe says that 
over 70 percent of definqueata in 
rehabilitation carters in the U.S. 
are those of u nm a n ied p aren t s or 



divorced couples. The conclusion 
is that flie disintegration of hum- 
lies in foe U.S. is a main factor in 
the growing rate of criminality in 
U.S. cities, and that every divorce 
is, in feet, a de t erioration of a 
small segment of civilization. 

On die other hand, Whitehead’s 
research revealed, at a time when 
so-called advanced societies, such 
as those in the U.S. and many 
European countries, are suffering 
from disintegration of family fife, 
a greater percentage of Iranian 
families remain cohesive and sta- 


ble. To I ranian women undoubt- 
edly go much of the credit for this 
stability. 

However, the tendency of 
women, even those who have tried 
to pursue cultural excellence in 
thoughts inspired from tradition, 
and those who maintain habits run- 
ning counter to p r og r es s ive Is- 
lamic principles, in foe name of 
feminism and equality of women 
and men, and to correct the image 
of women as being less than men, 
have caused certain segments of 
society to retrogress in giving re- 



ality to the original goals of the 
Islamic Revolution. 

In order to explain the rights 
and duties of Muslim women to 
our readers; we took up in pre- 
vious issues the cultural and relig- 
ious requirements imposed on 
Muslim women by presenting foe 
views of Ibe late Imam Khomeini 
and the Leader of foe Islamic 
Revolution, Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Khamenei, and as a prelude to a 
discussion of their legal implica- 
tions in this series of articles. In 
other words, we are attempting to 
tackle foe question's theoretical 
framework. 

Starting with this issue we will 
treat the dissertation entitled “Sur- 
vey of Women’s Role in Economic 
and Social Development by Reli- 
ance on Islamic Values and Calcu- 
lation of foe Value-Added Impact 
of Housekeeping on National In- 
come” by Mrs. Rafat BayaL It is 
our hope that we will arrive at a 
series of intellectual commonalties 
regarding the role of women in foe 
development of society and foe 
healthy upbringing of younger 
generations in the family as well 
as their intellectual and cultural 
upliftment from foe Islamic per- 
spective. 

Although some of our readers 
are opposed to this method of cul- 
tural disc ussion and Islamic out- 


look, what is imp ortant is that one 
should always have conclusive 
reasons to support his/her beliefs, 
being folly aware of contradictory 
points of view. One should not be 
entangled in false political propa- 
ganda launched by countries op- 
posed to religion and its role in 
politics and government, such as 
those against foe Islamic Republic 
of Iran. In contrast to the propa- 
ganda campaign of Western coun- 
tries, we Iranian women in this 
country have opted for a religious 
government with full under- 
standing of the implications. We 
seek to improve Its management 
and executive affairs. We do not 
deny our weaknesses in some or- 
ganizational and executive affairs 
because we have retrieved this 
country with all its defects from a 
despotic government dependent on 
the U.S. and Israel and their allies. 
We admit we are not folly experi- 
enced to administer such a power- 
ful Islamic government. We were 
about to gain experience when 
Iraq, motivated and supported by 
the U.S., imposed an eight-year 
long war on us. Prior to foe war 
we were entangled, and still are, 
in political sabotages of foe anti 
revolutionaries and terrorist 
groups such as the Mujahedin 
Khalq Organization (MKO), 
popularly known as the 
“Munafeqin” or hypocrites, in 
and outside Iran. The plots and 
political movements of European 
countries, the U.S., and Israel 
against us have been on foe in- 
crease. The latest of such con- 
spiracies is the Berlin court's 
ruling on foe Mykonos case. We 
have also suffered serious natural 
disasters such as quakes, floods, 
etc., which have caused us enor- 
mous economic and human losses. 
Each of these problems calls for 
several years of planning and hard 
work to overcome. In spite of all 
these, we endured foe problems 
and continued the country’s recon- 
struction efforts. Unfortunately, 
however, foe living conscience of 
enlightened peoples of foe world 
have not yet raised a voice against 
ail foe injustices and oppressions 
wreaked upon us, although they 
claim to be upholders of democ- 
racy. 

The Muslim women of Iran 
have prospered notwithstanding 
these problems and believe in their 
ability to rise above their difficul- 
ties. On the path of progress, on- 
ward they march and will not 
allow the West and countries op- 
posed to foe country come in the 
way. (Conduned) 


IRAN’S ORIGINAL HOUSE OF 
AUTHENTIC JAPANESE CUISINE 

. TEPPANYAKI 
. TAT AMI ROOM 
. SUSHI BAR 




Japanese Restaurant 
So. 30 Shahid Kodami (Byan St) 

VanakSq ., Tehran 

Teh 8773735 & 8776301 
LUNCH 12:00-15.-00 DINNER 1830-23.-00 
FRIDAY DINNER 18:30-23:00 
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Colombian r trcc- ( ]?hmtmg Otic for Tjfjc Uiccord ( Boofes 

BOGOTA — More than 10,000 trees were planted in a single 
rrunute on a hill overlooking Colombia ’j southwest city of 
Col* in a ceremony that should vein a place in the record 
books. 

Bogota’s El Espectador newspaper said a total of 10,720 
trees were planted on the hill , previously adorned with Just 
three austere crosses, during Sunday’s ceremony organised 
by a local ecological group. Holes were dug in advance of the 
ceremony, allowing the trees to be planted simultaneously in 
the record-breaking minute , the daily said. 


UN to Get Refugees 
Out of Zaire 
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^Russian JHrm Order tojpy elephants 

MOSCOW — A Russian airline has won an order to export 
elephants to Uganda later thus year, a company official said. 

Manna Samokhvalova, cargo manager of Transcharter, 
said the firm had been chosen by British-based Aircraft Man- 
agement Services to transport four to six elephants from St 
Petersburg Zoo to the Ugandan capital Kampala. 

She said the elephants would be used m the making of a 
BBC documentary film. 

Samokhvalova did not say why the British Broadcasting 
Corporation had decided to send elephantsfrom Russia to an 
African country. 


BIARO, Zaire — UN workers 
struggling to airlift Rwandan refu- 
gees out of Zaire have managed to 
get 150 children out of squalid 
camps, but Zairian rebels were 
barring further evacuations. 

The rebels Tuesday also forced 
1,500 refugees south at gunpoint, 
away from the camp and the UN 
help available there. A Rwandan 
woman clutching a baby stumbled 
and plunged into the mud as a rebel 
soldier yelled at her to move on. 

UN workers said they feared 
for the safety of those refugees, 
and despaired of returning any of 
the approximately 80,000 refugees 

Naval Ship 
Explodes Off 
Normandy Coast 

CHERBOURG, France A 

French naval barge exploded and 
sank off the Normandy coast on 
Wednesday, killing at least one 
person and injuring five, authori- 
ties said. 

The 43-meter (140-foot) barge 
was near the coastal town of La 
Hague when the explosion oc- 
curred, the maritime prefecture 
said. 

The blast killed one person, 
gravely injured five others and left 
four missing, said a French mili- 
tary spokesman on customary ano- 
nymity. 

The barge, which can carry up 
to 30 people, is used for port main- 
tenance, said a spokesman for the 
prefecture. Earlier reports said die 
barge had 30 aboard. 

There was no immediate word 
cm the cause of the blast. 

(At) 


in rebel-held territory to their 
homeland. 

“We’re getting increasingly 
frustrated by the constant changes 
imposed on us by the local (rebel) 
authorities,” said Pam O'Toole, a 
spokeswoman for the UN agency 
in Geneva. “Each day we start 
with a plan to help die refugees, 
and by the end of the day it is in 
tatters.” .. < \ 

U.S. envoy Bill Richardson, in 
Zaire to urge immediate peace 
talks between rebel-leader Laurent 
Kabila and President Mobutu Sese 
Seko. said he had urged the rebels 
not to interfere with aid workers* 
attempts to send the Rwandans 
home. 

Richardson said Kabila assured 
him that any rebel soldier in- 
volved in human rights violations 
would be punished and that he- 
would be flexible on a 60-day 
deadline he set Sunday for all the 
Rwandans to be out of Zaire. 

The UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees had called the dead- 
line unrealistic, because of the 
large number of refugees and be- 
cause so many of them are ill from 
malnutrition and diseases such as 
cholera and malaria. y&p) 


Dentil Toll in 
Chinn Train Crash 
Rises to 65 

BEUiNG — The death toll in the 
train collision in central-south 
China's Hunan Province has 
risen to 65, with 290 injured, a 
local government official said 
Wednesday. 

Two passenger trains collided 
Tuesday morning at Rongjiawan 
station in the district of Yueyang, 
about 100 kilometers (60 miles) 
north of the provincial capital, 
Changsha. 

'The latest figure we have is 
for 65 dead, although some of the 
injured are in a critical condition 
and may not survive," the official 
from the Yeuyang municipal gov- 
ernment information office said 
by telephone. 

The number of dead was con- 
firmed by a journalist from the 
Yueyang Evening News. 

The government official said 
all trapped passengers had been 
rescued from the wreckage of the 
train. 

Altogether, 290 passengers 
had been injured, of whom 90 
were labelled as being in a “seri- 
ous" condition, he ackfed. 

(AFP) 
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RONGJIAWAN, China (April 29): Rescue workers attend to the wreckage of two passenger mins 
which collided in south-central China's Hunan Province, luffing at least 65 peopte and injwme 290 
jJJE,- * he ““Si®**" station on the Beijing-Cuangzhou railway line. Resale «>rk was continuing 
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Turkey, Greece Agree to Review 


Sri Lanka floes on Red Alert ahead of 


(AFPPHQK» 


LUXEMBOURG — Turkey and 
Greece agreed to appoint a panel 
to suggest ways of settling their 
territorial disputes, a step toward 
unlocking $432.8 million in aid 
seen as a key to having Turkey 
join the European Union. 

After a meeting Tuesday with 


Territorial Disputes 



Turkish Foreign Minister Tansu 
Ciller, the EU foreign ministers 
announced that the panel would 
make its recommendations by 
mid-June. 

Greece has refused to lift its 
veto of the EU aid package for 
Turkey because of disputes over 
the ownership of Aegean Sea is- 
lands and the future of Cyprus. 

The aid accompanies an EU- 
Turkey customs union accord that 
took effect Jan. I, 1996. The 
money is to help Turkish busi- 
nesses adjust to more open trade 


with the EU. 

The Netherlands, which now 
holds the rotating EU presidency, 
has been trying to get Greece and 
Turkey to sort out their problems. 

Greece's partners have long 
tolerated Athens' hard-line stance 
toward Turkey. But Greek-Turk- 
isb relations are weighing in- 
creasingly heavy on the EU 
agenda with union membership 
for divided Cyprus approaching 
fast and Turkey itself asking 
about membership. 

(AP) 


('ll 

Indian Parliament Focuses 
on Corruption 


THE HAGUE, Netherlands (April 29): Bosnia Croat Ziatko Aiek- 
sovski (L) enters the courtroom of the International War Crime 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in The Hague. At right an 
unidentified UN guard, Aleksovskj, extradited to The Hague to 
stand trial, said Tuesday he would plead not guilty to the charges 
against him. The former officer in the Bosnian Croat militia (HVO) 
is charged with involvement in the massacre of dozens of Muslims 
in the central Bosnian village of Ashmici during Muslim-Croat 
fighting in 1993. (afp photo) 


NEW DELHI, India — Opposi- 
tion politicians focused on a cor- 
ruption scandal hanging over the 
governing coalition Wednesday 
as a Parliament session meant to 
address the budget opened in 
New Delhi. 

Prime Minister Inder Kumar 
Gujral was likely to face repeated 
questions about his party boss's 
alleged involvement in a scheme 
to defraud a state treasury during 
his first full session, of Parlia- 
ment. expected to last two weeks. 

The scandal was already 
straining Gujral's center-left 
Janata Dal, which has 45 of the 
178 seats held by the governing 
United Front's partners in the 
545 -member Lower House of 
Parliament. 

Newspapers reported Wednes- 
day that Janata Dal president 
Laloo Prasad Yadav. who has de- 
nied wrongdoing, was resisting 


calls from within the party for his 
resignation. Gujral reportedly 
agreed to put off any decision 
until federal police followed 
through on a weekend an- 
nouncement that they would 
charge Yadav with corruption. 

Gujral, with Yadav’s crucial 
backing, assumed office just last 
week after a 2 Inlay squabble for 
leadership. 

“It appears if we do not take 
steps to end corruption in our 
political system, then the very 
base of our democracy will come 
under serious threat,” Atal Be- 
hari Vajpayee, head of the main 
opposition Bharatiya Janata 
Party, said on the floor of the 
Lower House of Parliament. 

Lawmaker Nitish Kumfrr. 
whose Samata Party is a BJP ally, 
called on Yadav to step down ai 
chief minister of Bihar state. 

(AFP) 



litical parties and trade unions, 
officials said Wednesday. 

Parking restrictions will be in 
place in several key roads here to 
prevent car bomb attacks against 
those taking part in the Interna- 
tional Labor Day celebrations, a 
police spokesman said. 

“There will be no restriction 
on rallies this time but there will 
be tight security," the spokesman 
said adding that hundreds of po- 
lice will be drawn from outside 
the city to strengthen their staff in 
Colombo. 

Last year, police used batons 
and tear gas to break up a leftist 

thousands of New 
Refugees Flee 
Fighting in Western 
Afghwiistan 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Fighting 
in western Afghanistan has sent 
thousands of refugees to a camp 
run by the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross, the group 
said in a statement Wednesday. 

The Red Cross has registered 
more than 2,000 new families — ■■■ 
roughly 12,000 people — at the 
Shaidai camp in Herat City, 600 
kilometers (360 miles) west of 
Kabul. 

The refugees appear, to have 
fled fighting between the Taleban 
and northern -based opposition 
forces in Morghab Valley in west- 
ern Bagdhis province, said 
Thomas Gurtner, a Red Crops of- 
ficial in neighboring Pakistan. 

The new arrivals mean there 
are now more than 39,000 refu- 
se Herat, according to Red 
Cross figures. 

“We’ve seen a steady stream of 
arrivals since February that has 
peaked in the last couple of 
weeks,” be said. 

The Taleban army, which con- 
trols two-thirds of the war-torn 
country, is battling a coalition led 
by Uzbek warlord Rashid Dostum 
ousted. nuHtary" cfijefAhmed 
Shah Massood on at least three ' 
fronts. 


demonstration while other parties 
organized low key ceremonies 
amid fears of Tamil Tiger bomb 
attacks. 

President Chandrika Kumara- 
tunga People's Alliance is due to 
hold its rally in Colombo while 
the main opposition United Na- 
tional Party (UNP) said they were 
having their May Day meeting in 
the central region of foe country. .. 

During a similar May Day 
rally here four years ago, a sus- 
pected Tanul Tiger suicide bomb- 
er assassinated foe then President 


Ingushetia’s 
Deputy Interior 
Minister 
Assasinated 

MOSCOW — Unidentified gun- 
men killed the deputy interior 
minister of Ingushetia, a Russian 
republic in foe north Caucasus, 
during an apparently planned res- 
cue Wednesday of a hardened 
criminal, news agencies re- 
ported. 

Khamzat Dzeitov and his 
driver were killed by automatic 
rifle fire as they drove Khasan 
Khadzhiyev, described a&head of 
a band specializing in kidnap- 
pings and contract killings, to a 
prison in foe town of Malgobek, 
Interfax said. 

The attack took place at ^2:30 
a.m. (2230 GMT), ITAR-TASS 

SaidiV: 

’This band it was being bunted 
and during a search of his tela: 
fives’ house police -found a store 
of weapons and ammunition, "In- 
gush Vice President Boris i 
Agapov told Interfax. 

Last week another deputy inte- 
rior minister was shot in -In- 
gushetia, but authorities said the 
two killings were not connected. 

(AFP) 
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Wwd (Yazd Province) — The 
LH fi/st phase of Yazd Steel Al- 
loy Complex wfl] be operational 


mm v 

tius project is situated some 25 
kilometers northwest of Yazd. 

The jjlaitf is to produce more 
than 800 varieties of steel alloy 
products .with the annual produc- 
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soon, as 85 percent of the prigect 
has been completed at this stage 
and the rest of the plant will be 
inaugurated next year. 

One of the leading industrial 
plans in Yazd Province since the 
victory of die Islamic Revolution, 




tion capacity of 140,000 tons, 
which could be further increased 
within the next few years. 

. Managing Director, of the com- 
plex, Masoud Fanian, said in a 
press conference that, in order to 
fulfil die needs of domestic indus- 
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hies for all kinds of steel alloys, 
&5 percent of machinery equip- 
ment has been installed. 

At die outset, the annua] pro- 
duction capacity will be 140,000 
tons; die. figure will further in- 
crease to 200,000 tons sub- 
,.sequently. 

Fifty-seven percent of total 
production will be utilized in car 
manufacturing industries, and the 
remainder in other industries. 
Ninety percent of the raw mate- 
rial, including spongy iron, 
scrapped iron and ferro-alloys will 
be supplied domestically, accord- 
ing to Fanian. 

After the inauguration of this 
project 1,400 people will be em- 
ployed in this sector, thus saving 
$250 million annually in hard cur- 
rency. 

The budget earmarked for the 
installation of the industrial 
complex is $500 million financed 
by Italy, in addition to 300 billion 
rials allocated by Iranian banking 
system. 

The managing director of Yazd 
Steel Alloy Company said that for 
the preservation of the environ- 
ment some 450 acres have been 
projected for creating greenery for 
the complex. Moreover, $20 mil- 
lion have been allocated for the 
purchase of required equipment 
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supplying more than 800 various 
steel-made tools to the market. He 
also pointed out that the imple- 


iiiis maztstru :£ complex nar ir.c iech:idcg^: ::ct c:::y 
capable of ' producing the major cor- tie rsc- z::r >c?-. 
for steel alley products, but fore is?! r.zcrlcsi demand: 7 
could be met as zvelL 

and facilities in order to control the mentation of this- project has been 

pollution. the biggest industrial investment 

Fanian said this infrastructure in Yazd-Pro vince since the culmi- 

industry can play a vital role in nation of Islamic Revolution in 
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1979. 

This industrial complex has the 
technology not only capable of 
producing the major domestic 
requirements for steel alloy 
products, but foreign market 
demands could be met- as well, 
Fanian disclosed. 

Asked if foreign firms have ful- 
filled their commitments, Fanian 
said they have all carried out their 
tasks according to the agreements. 

He said, “At the beginning we 
were confronted with many prob- 
lems such as lack of electricity, 
shortage of water, access to rail- 
way and education of personnel. 
But all the obstacles have been 
removed over time." 

The total investment, which is 
more than $500,000, indicates the 
importance of a project of this kind 
in the Middle East. South Korea 
is the only other country in 'Asia to 
have signed an agreement to ac- 
quire the same technology, Fanian 
.said. 

According to Fanian. the pro- 


ject is supposed to be implemented 
folly within the next two years; 
even though some subdivisions 
will start operation sooner. 

“One of the major problems we 
were facing during the initial 
stages of plant manufacturing was 
training of skilled personnel. be 
said. 

The shareholders of Yazd Steel 
Alloy Complex are National Ira- 
nian Steel Company (NTSC) .with 
a 51 percent share, and Bank Sad- 
erat, with a 49’percent share re- 
spectively. 

Different types of steel alloy 
products to be produced in this 
plant include: carbon steel, cold 
work tool steel, hot work tool 
steel, spring steel, case hardening 
steel, free cutting steel, saw steel, 
heat tractable steel, heat resistant 
steel, plastic mould steel, high 
temperature steel, stainless 
nickle-chrome steel, high speed 
tool steel, valve steel, bearing 
steel and creep’ resistant steel. 
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Europe's Royals to Hold Society 
Birthday Party of the Year 

%nv .... a 


OSLO — What promises to be 
. the society event of the year will 
take place in Trondheim in June, 
when royals from all over Europe 
meet to celebrate the 60th 
birthdays of Norwegian King 
Ha raid and Queen Sonja. 

The royal palace released the 
guest list on Tuesday, and 55 
royal guests have accepted the 
invitation. Some will be present 
only during the festivities in 
Trondheim, others will 
accompany the Norwegian royal 
couple on board the royal yacht 
Norge on a sea voyage along the 
coast up to the Lofoten Islands. 

King Harald turned 60 in 
February, while Queen Sonja's 
60th birthday is in July. But the 
celebrations will start in 
Trondheim on June 20-21, in the 
ancient city that celebrates its 
millennium this year. 

The Norwegian royal yacht 
will be accompanied by the 
Danish royal yacht Dannehrag 
and Norwegian naval vessels. 

Some royal guests will leave 
the voyage up in the Lofoten 
Islands, while others will go hack 
with the yachts as far south as 
Bergen. 

In addition to the many 
foreign guests, all related to the 
Norwegian king, family and 
friends from Norway will join 
other prominent guests from 
Europe. 

Denmark will be represented 


by Queen Margrethe, her 
husband Prince Henrik, the heir 
to the Danish throne. Crown 
Prince Frederik, his brother 
Prince Joachim, his wife 
Princess Alexandria and other 
members of the Danish royal 
family. 

King Carl Gustaf and Queen 
Silvia will head the Swedish 
delegation together with Crown 
Princess Victoria and other 
members of the Swedish royal 
family, all closely related to King 
Harald. 

Prince Charles, the Prince of 
Wales, and his two brothers. 
Prince Andrew and Prince 
Edward, will represent the 
British royal family. Ex- King 
Konstantin of Greece and his 
Queen Anne and their children, 
all living in England, will also be 
in Trondheim for the 
celebrations. 

Archduke Jean and 
Archduchesse Josephine- 
Charlotte and their children will 
represent Luxembourg, while the 
Dutch Queen Beatrix. Prince 
Claus and Crown Prince Willem 
Alexander are coming from the 
Netherlands. 

Belgian King Albert and 
Queen Paola who are currently 
on a state visit to Norway will 
return for the Trondheim 
celebrations along with Prince 
Laurent. (AFp) 
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U.S. Passenger Railroad 
System on Brink of Bankruptcy 
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7 can’t imagine the United States 3 the sole superpower 
being without a wail system . M 


WASHINGTON — Burdened by 
debt and a network that is but a 
skeleton of its former self, the 
U.S. passenger railroad system is 
on the brink of bankruptcy. 

"This is it — make or break 
time," Senator Daniel Moynihan 
told the. Senate Finance 
Committee recently, as U.S. 


— as u.S, 

‘PC Theater’ Unveiled by 
Compaq, Thomson Electronics 

NEW YORK — Most Americans : . . ... 


NEW YORK —Most Americans 
don’t associate living rooms with 
floppy disks and hard drives. But 
that hasn’t stopped leading 
makers of computers and TVs 
from merging die pastimes in 
new machines. 

Compaq Computer Corp. and 
Thomson Consumer Electronics 
Co. recently unveiled a 
combination “PC theater" that 
looks like a large- screen TV with 
a big difference. 

In addition to a 36-inch (91- 
cm) monitor with Thomson’s 
RCA brand, it includes a separate 
Compaq box that doubles as a 
- computer, enabling people to 
browse the Internet, play video 
games and send electronic mail. 

At $5,000. the product is not 
for everyone. But with the cost 
comparable to other "home 
theater" systems featuring big 
screens and big sounds, Compaq 
hopes to get its brand out in front 
of the next wave of all-in-one 
digital technology. 

By the year 2006, consumers 
will have to replace or convert 
their existing analog TV sets to 
receive signals from broadcasters 
sending cinema-quality digital 
television. Since digital TVs can 
operate as computers, PC makers 
see the shift as an opportunity to 
spread their wares into the living 
room. 

Compaq and RCA “are 
setting the stage, creating some 
brand identification for 
themselves, making a statement. 
They are testing the waters. " said 
Richard Zwetchkenbaum, an 
industry analyst with 
International Data Corp. 

And they are not alone. 
International Business 

Machines Corp. is working on its 
own version. Instead of full- 


fledged computers in each room, 
IBM is developing a home system 
built around a central computer 
that feeds TV, internet access 
and computer functions to 
monitors scattered throughout a 
house. I BM expects to announce 
a product by die end of the year, 
people close to the Armonk, New 
York company said. IBM 
officials declined to comment. . 

Princeton graphic systems, 
based in Santa Ana, California is 
slowly rolling out its Arcadia 
home monitor, starting at $800, 
which plugs directly into an 
existing PC for both computer 
and TV viewing. 

Japan's Mitsubishi Electric 
Corp. is working on a television 
that builds in a device that allows 
people to choose between 
watching TV or cruising the 
Internet. But it doesn't include 
computer capabilities. This is a 
next step from WebTV, a set-lop 
Internet gizmo that enables users 
to retrieve electronic mail and 
surf the Web on their current TV 
sets using a remote-control 
device. 

This type of approach could 
become especially popular, 
Zwetchkenbaum believes. He 
expects "millions" of TVs with 
built-in Internet access to be 
shipped by the year 2000. 

But just how badly do people . 
want to expand their living room 
activities? 

Sales of WebTV thus far have 
fallen short of expectations. And 
while Gateway 2000 Inc. was the 
first to sell a combined television 
and PC. sales of its year-old 
Destination PC — starting at 
$3,000 with a 3 1 -inch monitor — 
number only in the thousands 
each month, the company says. 
"We know there’s 


tremendous potential out there," 

Gateway chief executive Ted 
Waitt said in a phone interview. 
But “we probably haven't- done 
as good a job of getting the word 
out." 

The Compaq-Thomson 
product takes the concept to a 
new level. Instead of marketing 
PC Theater as a unit, Compaq 
and RCA will sell the 
components separately — similar 
to how people can add a CD 
player to their stereo system. 

RCA and Compaq are moving 
slowly. They initially will sell (he 
product in six areas — Dal las - 
Fort Worth. Denver. Houston, 
San Francisco, Seattle and 
Washington, D.C. (AP) 

Java Rhinoceros 
Population Falls 

JAKARTA — Only 58 Javanese 
rhinoceros remain in the their last 
Indonesian ha hi tat on the western 
tip of west Java a 1997 survey has 
revealed, it was reported 
Wednesday. 

The five-day census, 
conducted by a team from the 
Nature's Protection Office this 
month, found the tracks of 58 
individual Javanese rhinoceros 
(rhinoceros sondaicus) in the 
Ujung Kul on National Park, the 
Antara news agency said. 

The census, financed by the 
government, also collected data 
on the condition of the animals’ 
habitat, its food and water source 
and population distribution. 

Records showed that a similar 
census in 1991 found there were 
about 60 rhinoceros left in Ujung 
Kulon. The rhinoceros species 
can only he found in Ujung Kulon 
and in the Cal Log Nature 
Reserve in Vietnam. {AFP} 


lawmakers began a tough fight in 
favor of a plan to rescue the 
system, which is called Amtrak. 

"In 18 to 20 months, it could 
be the end," Amtrak spokesman 
Clifford Black told AFP, noting 
that for the first time that the rail 
system’s perilous financial 
situation has been confirmed by 
an independent third party, the 
U.S. General Accounting Office. 

“I can’t imagine the United 
States, the sole superpower, 
being without a rail system," 
Republican Senator William 
Roth said. 

The system projects a $762- 
millioQ deficit this year, while 
the Accounting Office says “the 
loss could be even greater.” 

While Amtrak serves 44 of the 

continental 48 states, many of 
those states get skimpy service. 
The rail network is concentrated 
on the East Coast, where die 
most popular trains link Boston 
to New York, Philadelphia and 
Washington. 

Yet even in Washington, 


world, all of which rely on some 
level of federal support,” 
Amtrak president Thomas 
Downs told lawmakers. 

"Amtrak covers more of its 
operating costs — an estimated 
84 percent — than any other 
passenger railroad in the world, 
while receiving less than three 
percent of all transportation 
spending," he added. 

Legislation which Roth and 
others are pushing to save 
Amtrak from bankruptcy, would 
dedicate 1/2 cent of the country’s 
4.3 cent a gallon gasoline tax to 
a railroad trust fund. 

Budget constraints and 
highway construction lobbyists 
may doom the proposal, 
however. 

Currently, Downs said, the 
United States spends $20 billion 
on highways but less than $450 
million on capital improvements 
for Amtrak. 

"Highways and automobiles 
did not become die predominant 
mode of travel in the United 
States by luck,” said Brent 
Blackweider, president of the 
environmentalist group Friends 
of the Earth. 

"They have been enormously 


Money has not been Amtrak’* only problem. Politicians 
have meddled ivith the train system, most recently 

barring it from suspending money-losing routes popular 
among constituents. 


passenger train service is only a 
glimmer of what it once was. 
before highways and air routes 
became the preferred modes of 
travel. While trains still run in 
and out of Union Station, most of 
its cavernous space has given 
way to a shopping mall. 

Congress has been reluctant to 

give Amtrak heavy subsidies. At 
the same time, however, many 
politicians do not want to lose 
trains that go through their local 
districts — even if they are 
nmning on money-losing routes. 

According to a 1994 study, the 
U.S. government subsidizes 
Amtrak to a tune of $1.64 per 
capita. That compares to a 
whopping $228.29 per capita in * 
Switzerland, $51.48 in France, 
S2.07 in Thailand and $3.24 per 
capita in Mexico. 

The study showed that even 
Bolivia subsidized its rail system 
more heavily than the United 
Stales. 

We arc held to a higher 
standard than any other 
passenger rail system in the 


subsidized through concerted 
national and state spending. " 

The rail network is still 
awaiting its first high-speed line, 
now scheduled for late 1999 
between Boston and Washington. 

Money has not been Amtrak’s 
only problem. Politicians have 
meddled with the train system, 
most recently barring it from 
suspending money-losing routes 
popular among constituents. 

"We want Amtrak to be 

strong and to serve more than the 

original 13 colonies/ 1 Senator 
Ron Wyden said, urging that no 
■cutbacks be made to a money- 
losing route Amtrak wants to 
cancel in his home state of 
Oregon. 

Last fall. Congress gave 
Amtrak the money to keep the 
routes it wanted to cancel, but the 
help was not sufficient. 

Amtrak had hoped to lake the ' 
trains from those routes and place 
them on more popular routes 
where trains are often foil. 


LONDON — Evading security, 
an escaped mental patient got into 
the grounds of Buckingham 
Palace on Monday, police 
reported. 

Scotland Yard said in brief a 
statement that he was in the 
grounds of Queen Elizabeth IPs 
London home for “a few minutes 
before he was escorted from the 

premises and later arrested. " The 

incident happened at around 7.30 
a.m. (0630 GMT). 

It said the intruder did not get 
into tiie pa face building itself. 
Hie queen and her husband 
Prince Philip were away, staying 
it Windsor Castle 20 miles (30 
flometors) west of London. 

Newspaper reports on 
'uesday gave somewhat 
ifferent accounts. The Times of 
ondon said the intruder left the 
alace grounds, got into a cab 
nd told the driver what he had 
one and it was only when the 
river contacted police that the 
itruder was arrested. 

The London tabloid The Sun 
tid the intruder was not spotted 
f palace guards and tha t none of 
e palace alarm systems went 
f. 

The Sun said the shaven- 
»aded man left the palace 
ounds by the front gates, 
liking past police officers on 
ard there who assumed he bad 
m in the grounds legitimately 
i wished him a polite "good 
wiling." 

The Scotland Yard statem*^ 

I not identify the intruder but 
’ Sun said he was Ala stair 

i. 

Commander Peter Clarke, 
d of Scotland Yard’s Royalty 
I Diplomatic Protection 
iiad, has ordered an 
istigation to find out how the 
year-old man managed to get 
• the palace grounds. The 
tee is guarded by high walls, 
ed circuit television and other 
ztronic surveillance 
pmenL 

*he intruder was taken back 
ie mental hospital unit at St. 
rmrd's-on-Sea 55 miles (85 
meters) southeast of central 
Jon from which he escaped 
Wednesday last week. 

[and Yard said he would not 
larged. 

The incident is the latest in a 
line of palace intrusions. v . 

In 1982, Michael Fagan twice 
slipped into the palace. On die 
second occasion, be spent 10 
m i nut es sitting on queen’s 
bed holding a broken ashtray 
while he talked with her before ■ 
palace guards arrived. He was 4 

sent for mental treatment. j. 

In 1993, a group of lesbian a 

anti-nuclear demonstrators "i 

scaled the palace walls with 


singing before police arrested 
them. 

In 1994, a half-naked 
American paraglider, James 
Miller, landed on die polar*; roof 
as a stunt, stripped off his pants 
and revealed that he was painted 
green from the waist down. 

In 1995, a nan deliberately 
rammed the palace m his 
■car, causing significant damage- 

(U) 
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The Brain 



Inly the human brain may 
'have the capacity to un- 
derstand itself — and it doesn't 
quite yet. Given' its compact size 
(about three pounds), efficient 
power consumption (equivalent to 


Cut away the face, the skull, the dura: inside is the 
essence of human personality. 


The matter that makes up the mind is 85 percent water . 
Out of the skull, it slumps like a blob ofJell-O. Aristotle 
thought the brain’s Junction was that of a radiator to 
cool the blood . Jt does receive 20 percent of the body’s 
blood supply , but the brain can cool the blood solely 
through rational thought. 


a 20-watt lightbulb) amt massive 
storage capacity (100 trillion bits 
of information), it can work better 


Rp-iys — -Believe it or Noth 


than any computer. A fully formed 
human brain contains 100 billion 
neurons, or nerve cells, as opposed 


to the lowly worm's 23. The num- 
ber of neurons, however, is not as 
important for intelligence as the 


HAD A 
?ARVaf 70,000 


' Bdaxelb or TkfcS 
BAKER 

urn oArcm&\ 
end "WKr-ftEto I/I 




GdflRinAiMManSi 


BRAND 

Iwnark MOM 
i ty JLW. Spov 1 Sons PLC. 


SCRABBLE to a notomri tradwmrfc nvmd in *m O&A. by Hubro. Ina, In Canada by Hasbro 
tornnUc M l Inc. and sbutat* I 


□□□□□□□ 


□□□□□□□ 

0 \E 0 0 0 0 0 

□□□□□□□ 


3*d Latter 
Doubts 


Triple 

Word Score 


RACK 1 


RACK 2 


□ □ 

rfnns 


ini&irmiAr 


RACKS 


RACK 4 


FOUR RACK TOTAL 


PAR SCORE 95-105 

by JUDD _ 

TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN 

0IREC11ONS: Mate a 2- to 7- letter word from the letters in each row. 
To total points of your words, use scoring tirections to right of each 
row. 7-tetter words get 50-point bonus. “Blanks’ used as any letter 
have no point value. AB Judd’s words can be found in OSW Official 
Scrabble Words (Chambers). JUDD'S SOLUTION TOMORROW 

COMS C 1995, LWtad Femurs Syncicate. «nc. 
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HEALTH CAPSULES® 

by Michael A. Petti, M.D. 
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lo/iLK oN A RoAP WiTH 
A ZLAUTeP $URF ACE 2 

S* 



For a my pittance, no. 

IF you CAN'T AVoiP IT: , 
REV/ER^E VoUR PlREcT/oN 
ATTlMEZTo REPUCE. 

strain on Your knees. 

Health Capsules is not Intended to be off a 
diagnostic nature. 
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connections between them. These 
connections begin to form in the 
last tri mester before birth and con- 
tinue to create a network until the 
age of two. They communicate via 
neurotransmitters, or chemical 
messengers. When one neuron 
fires off a message, it is received 
in one of thousands of receptor - 
sites in' another neuron, which 
stops it -or sends it cm. When too 
many are passed on, communica- 
tion chaos results, often in a sei- 
zure. Researchers are now 
developing drugs that mimic or 
block neurotransmitters, including 
a new medication for epilepsy and 
drugs for Alzheimer’s disease that 
conserve the brain's supply of the 
memory messenger, acetyl- 
choline. 

Bigger is not always better. The 
brain has a far -greater capacity 
than humans can use. We can 
function with half a brain lost to 
surgery or stroke: The remaining 
half adapts to new uses. 

The right and left hemispheres 
of the brain are connected by a 
thick band of nerve- fibers, the 
corpus callosum- After one recent 
operation to correct severe sei- 
zures by severing the connection, 
researchers discovered that die 
area of the brain that controls 
speaking, a skill developed 
lOO.OpO years ago, can be in one 



The wheel was invented so we 
could move tests’, credit was in- 
vented so we would have to. 

Qmttma. Hightower 

PRAYER 

Noon 13:01 

Evening . 20; 12 

Dawn (tomorrow) 04:28 

Sunrise (tomorrow) 06: 12 

Gene Defect May 
Redirect Alzheimer's 
Research 

WASHINGTON — A defect in 
the energy-producing machinery 
of a cell may be linked to alzhe- 
imer’s disease, a finding that could 
lead to understanding and treating 
the debilitating dementia, scien- 
tists said this week. 

In Tuesday's edition of the pro- 
ceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences, researchers reported 
tiiat they discovered a genetic ef- 
fect in the part of the cell called the 
mitochondria. It affects bow the 
brain cells break down glucose, or 
sugar, and turn it into energy. 

The abnormality may generate 
too many free radicals, which can 
kill brain cells, according to the 
team of researchers from the San 
Diego-based Mitokor company, 
the University of Virginia, Har- 
vard, and the University of Cali- 
fornia at San Diego. (R**ur) 

hemisphere, while the area moni- 
toring the more recent task of writ- 
ing (10,000 years old) is in 
another. Brains can also reformat 
themselves late in life for specific 
tasks. Most people, for instance, 
process letters and numbers in 
separate areas of the brain. But in 
the brains of postal workers in 
Canada, which has zip codes that 
combine letters and numbers, die 
two areas of cognition are closer 
together. 

(Courtesy life Magazine ) 
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THE ULTIMATE IN REAL ESTATE 
#31, MODARRES A AFRICA 
JUNCTION 


180 sq.m, 3 bedrs , 
fully fum., parquet 
fir., 2 baths, newly 
built &pkg. 
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Sales St Rentals 


Residential & Commercial Property 




mumammi 

IN REAL ESTATE, TOU 
WILL 8E SURE TO FIND 
THE BEST. 



British Airways 
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The world’s favourite airline 

Vali-Asr Ave. Opposite Park Mellat, Sayeh St, No 1 Sayeh Building 
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The 850 Housing Agency 
8 74 74 74 - 850 850 


IN THE NAME OF ALLAH 



T.C.I 






EXTENSION OF CLOSING DATE 


TENDER NO. 74/31 


THE ABOVE-MENTIONED TENDER IS HEREBY EXTENDED FOR 
ONE MONTH. 


THE SUBMISSION DATE OF ENVELOPES IS THE OFFICIAL 
CLOSING TIME ON MONDAY APRIL 28, 1997 AND THE 
ENVELOPES OPENING DATE IS AT 9:00 A.M. WEDNESDAY 
APRIL 30, 1997, AT TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. OF IRAN, 
TRANSACTION COMMITTEE, 2ND FLOOR, BLDG. NO. 5, DR. 
SHARIATI AVE. 
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Better Services "•&. kmbsck 


One of the Best of 



Stioliid Follohi 

Brand new apL, 190 sqjnb/a, 3 bedrs, wooden kitchen, parquet floor, 
outdoor A indoor s/p, sauna, Jaetad, nice garden, very nice view. 


1st Floo?, 2So.60, Msryass St., Africa Ave. 
Tel: 2056045 - 2054022 Fax: 2052344 


IN THREE WEEKS FOR ALL 
LEVELS AND COURSES M 
ENGLISH BY UNIVBfSITY 


2201744 <DD) 



A folly furnished office, 110 sq.m, 
3 telephone lines. 


f 
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INTERNATIONAL PACKERS & MOVERS 

WANTS YOU 

TO SAVE & ENJOY YOUR MOVE! 


"1 _ “I -rO 

x ; r-v-. .T* ... :'3»- » • .. k — — — 

• " . ’s- ;*• ? ■' Z [ l 


FOR FREE ESTIMATE CONTACT: 


TEL: SB 4 5753 & SS4 6759 FAX: 834 3844 


Your Home 
or Office 


98 FORSAT AVE., FHfflOWSI, SQ., TEtRAN 15816 RAN 
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Audio, TV, video, camera, 
organ and piano, refrig and 
freezer, carpets, cloths, and 
other household appliances. 

I? 23. ‘c 00 3*533 
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DAVaR Housing Agency 

FOR RENT 

Villas, Apts. Houses 


Tel: 2547736 - 2533537. 


BAHAR SHIRAZ ST. 

Apt., t fum., 94 sq.ni, 1st fir., 
one unit each fir., 
refrigerator, oven, tel, c/g, 
yard, ceramic fir. 


PERSIAN 

Eqgfish, French, I tafia n, Spanish 

in 3 months 2217161 




nrrml 


, 3^ 7S20383 Guitar 2217161 


XHOBASAN TURQUOISE STORE 
Gold, Jewels — Hassani 
Brothers, No. 115, opposite 
Engbelab Hotel, Tah^baai 
Ave. Teh 0405074 
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T*k*m Times Sstrvio* 
By Owynnmlfygr 

LONDON— United Nations Sw-. 
letery-Geoeral Kofi Annan says 
that the rebel treatment of Hutu 
refugees in eastern Zaire is “slow 
extermination'*. As Laurent 
Kabila and his Alliance of Demo- 
cratic Forces for the Liberation of 
Congo-Zaire { ADFL) move closer 
to complete control over Africa’s 
thifd-largest country, the alleg*- , 
lions of massacre multiply. 

The Paris-based international 
charity Doctors Without Frontiers 
accused the- ADFL two weeks ago 
of waging a “terror policy" 
against Hutu refugees. By last Fri- 
day the World Food Agency in 
Geneva was making comparisons 
to Hitler's Germany, saying that 
“The e xpr ession ‘FinaP Solution’ 
is not exaggerated." 

1 beg your pardon? The original 
‘final solution' was the extermina- 
tion of 6 million Jews in Nazi 
death camps. In Zaire, the event at 
issue is ^ disappeaiunceXlhght? 
massacre? nobody knows) of some 
85,000 Hutus from refugee camps 
around Kisangani in foe past week. 

With due respect to the World 
Food Agency, I have to say that 
the expression ‘final solution* is 
exaggerated. Indeed. I doubt that 
most of die missing Hutus have 
been killed at all. And I suspect 
that tins whole panic is an exercise 
in disinformation. 

I am not writing this from 
Kisangani, and 1 don’t know what 
happened to the missing Hutus. 
What I know about the current 
situation around Kisangani is what 
I read on the wires, almost, all of 


A Disinformation Campaign i 
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opinion, so that he would he 
forced to make deals with Amef* 
icu's other friends in Kinshasa. 

If the reports of genocide in 
eastern Zaire are really ‘black 
propaganda', then why would the 
aid agencies go alone with them? 
Because they reflexively declare 
humanitarian emergencies when- 
ever the possibility arises. Usually 
they are right, but they do it any- 
way, right or wrong. 


NAY 1,1997 

Fair enough, tr they always 
waited until they had 166 percent 
proof of a disaster i many more 
people would die. It is their job to 
declare emergencies, ours 16 de- 
cide if they're right. But how right 
have they been on this issue, in this 
region, in the recent past? 

Cast your mind back six 
months, to the first ADFL attacks 
on the camps in eastern Zaire that 

fContd on Pg-14) 


KISANGANI, Zaire (April 27): Some 33 Rwandan refugees aboard a UNHCR (UN High Commissioner 
for Regugees) plane at the airport in Kisangani on their way to be repatriated to Rwanda. It was the first 
time that the UNHCR was authorized by rebels loyal to Zairean rebel leader Kabila to repatriate refugees 
from Kisangani to Kigali. UN aid agency officials, oveflying eastern Zaire, said April 27 they had spotted 
several hundred people, probably Rwandan Hutu refugees, gathered south of Kisangani. 

(AFP PHOTO) 


which conies either from the aid 
agencies or from American intel- 
ligence sources, including satellite 
photographs. 

Blit the U.S. government is not 
above ’managing* information in 
order to shape UN policy and in- 
ternational opinion for its own 
purposes. The aid agencies have 
their own fish to fry. And all the 
rest cf us are working from the 
same scanty, potentially manipu- 
lated information. In Ibis case, I 
just don't believe it . 


Why would the ADFL now 
start killing Hutu refugees (who 
have become irrelevant to events 
in Zaire), when it was so disci- 
plined in the past? There is no 
good answer to that question, 
whereas there is an obvious an- 
swer to the opposite question: 
Why would other people lie about 
events in eastern Zaire? 

Laurent Kabila, who is about to 
take over Zaire, used to be a Marx- 
ist In the early 60s. even Che 
Guevara once showed up to lend 


him a hand. That was long ago, 
and Kabila talks differently today, 
but he is still not Washington’s 
favorite Zairean. 

The United States, having 
backed Zairean dictator Mobutu 
Sese Seko for 31 years, has now 
dropped him, but it does not want 
Kabila to replace him. In the late 
90s, there is not longer the option 
of dropping Western troops into 
Zaire to defend Mobutu. But there 
could still be worth trying to dis- 
credit Kabila in the court of world 




INAUGURATION OF E.C.S.L. 

Liner Services to Caspian Sea 

We are proud to announce the inauguration of Europe Caspian 
Sea Line's (E.CS.L.) liner services from all major north 
European/Russian ports to Caspian Sea ports (via Volga waterways) 
with final destination ports of Anzali and Nowshahr in the LR. of 
Iran. 

The service will begin its first sailing late April 1997, upon the 
opening of the waterway system. 

Regular sailing with ocean/river vessels from ports in the 
Hamburg-Antwerp range, Scandinavia and the UK will be offered 
on this line. In addition, cargo will be accepted en route to Baku, 
Aktau, Turkmen bash i and for all major Volga river ports. Exclusive 
agents for the line in Iran is: 
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For further cfetaifs, please contact: 
BOS's commercial department: 


Tel: 8744051 - 8756367 
Fax: 8743364 

Tlx: 216566 - 226845 BLUE IR 
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Relying on the blessings of the Almighty and on the attentions of Imam Mahdi (May God Hasten His Reappearance), Fars Province Commission for Women’s 
Affidrs holds the Gratd Applied, Scientific Gathering on Hijab in the curre nt Iranian year (October 8-9, 1997), to create a suitable ground for participation 
of the thinkers in a seminar to study scientifically one of the essential issues of the society. 

AH the religious scholars, men-of-letters, masters, thinkers, and researchers of the related fields both from universities and theological schools, expats 
responsible authorities of the women’s affairs in organizations and state institutes are invited to participate in the gathering and send the abstract of 
the papers (according to the topics fin: papers) along with the foDowing pre-registration form to the secretariat of the gathering. 

Topics for Papers 

8- Efijab and Freedom 

9- Hijab, Aesthetics and Art 

10- Hijab and Peeping 

11- Hijab and Family 

12- Hijab and Society 

13- Hijab and die World of Islam 

14- Hijab, Global Arrogance and Cultural Assault 


1- Hijab, t b * Holy Qoran and the Traditions 

2- Hijab and the Philosophy ofLifc 

3- Hijab and the Educs 

4- Hijab and E du c ati on 

5- Hijab and Occupation 

6- Hijab and Sport* 

7- Hijab and Modernism 


How to Participate in the Gathering 

1 - Xbf jMyt f ffciuiM contain Mamie views on human beinp. Imam Khomeini (the reviver of pure Mo h a mme dan Islam) 

Md die Supreme Leader, as well as past and ■ present thinkers and scholars’ guidelines and views. 

2- The ab s tr ac ts should beat most in 1000 words (four A4 pages) and sent to the secretariat of the gathering no later thanjune 5, 1997. 
3_ Ttaorigxnnl papers, at most in twenty A4 pages, should be sent to die secretariat of the gathering no later than August 19, 1997. 

4- The top and selected papers winch stress applied methods, will receive valuable prizes. 

5- The selected papers wffl.be published in the book of the gathering. 
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.......... Field of Study; .... 


Name: ...... 

Education: 

Occupation and Post; 

I will p a r ti cipate with Q without Q a paper 
Address of Office: 

Address of Home: — — 

Signature and Date 
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DATABASE MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEMS (DBMS) with 
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Fnmkfy Fenton, when / named 
you Manager of excess inventory, 

tka Isn’t what i had in mind. 


(PurtO) 

By AH Shmkrbabaki 

COMMANDS TO 
ADO NEW DATA 

APPEND 

Adds new records to the bot- 
tom of database file in use 

APPEND BLANK 

Adds a new blank record to the 
bottom of a database fik* 

BROWSE 

Allows fiill-screen, spreadsheet 
like editing and entering of da- 
tabase file in use. 

INSERT 

Inserts new data in datahay p at 
a specified record position. 

COMMANDS TO 
REORGANIZE 
EXISTING DATA 

INDEX 

Creates a index (.ndx) from the 
database file in sue, for main- 
taining sort orders, maximizing 
the speed of searches, and de- 
fining relationship among mul- 
tiple database. 

SORT 

Creates a new sorted databa se 
(.dbf) file from the databa se file 
currently in use. 


COMMANDS TO 
CHANGE EXISTING 
DATA 

BROWSE 


dBASE IV 

Allows full-screen, spreadsheet 
like editing and entering of dara 
to the database file in use 

CHANGE 

Allows editing of all the fields 
in a single database record 

DELETE 

Marks records in a datahasr for 
eventual deletion 


current cursor or printer posi- 
tion. 

DISPLAY 

Displays the contents of a data- 
base record 


Same as the CHANGE com- 
mand. 

PACK 

Permanently removes records 
from the database that have 
been marked for deletion with 
the DELETE, EDIT, 
CHANGE OR BROWSE 
commands 

READ 

Allows modification or enter- 
ing of data in database files or 
memory variables in conjunc- 
tion with the GET command 
and custom screen format 
(.fmt) files 

RECALL 

Reclaims records that have 
been marked for deletion 

REPLACE 

Replaces the data in a database 
field with a new value 


COMMANDS TO 
DISPLAY DATA 

es a row and column position 
on the screen or printer and dis- 
plays data at that position 

line or box 

? prints information starting 
cm a new line 

?? prints information at the 


LABEL 

Prints mailing labels in the for- 
mat specified by the CREATE 
LABEL command Displays 
database records 

REPORT 

Prints a report with the format 
specified by the CREATE RE- 
PORT command. 

VARIABLES 

ACCEPT TO 

Stores user input in a character 
memory variables. 




Brings memory variables that 
have been stored on disk in a 
.mem file back into memory. 

SAVE 

Saves memory variables in a 
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CLEAR ALL 


Initializes dBase ID + to its 
default startup mode 

CLEAR MEMORY 

Erases all current memorv vari- 
ables. 

DISPLAY MEMORY 

Displays all current memory 
variables. 

INPUT 

Waits for user entry and stores 
input in a numeric memory 
variable. 

READ 

Allows data to be entered via 

the @..SAY...GET commands. 
RELEASE 

Erases memory variables. 

RESTORE 


memory (.mem) file on disk. 

STORE 

Creates a memory variable and 
assign a value to it. 

WAIT 

Waits for the user to press a 
single key and optionally stores 
that keypress in a character 
memory variable. 

programming 

COMMANDS 

Specifies a programmer 
comment when used as the first 
character in a line: 

&& Specifies a programmer 
comment to the right of a com- 
mand line in a program. 

CANCEL 

Terminates command file proc- 
Kring and returns control to 

the dot nmmnt 


CASE 

Beings an option within a DO 
CASE clause. 


Runs a command file or proce- 
dure. 

DO CASE 

Begins a block of several mutu- 
ally exclusive routines. ** 

DO WHILE 

Begins a loop in a command 
file. 


Used within a IF dause as the 
alternate path when the IF ex- 
pression is false. 

END CASE 

Marks the bottom of a DO 
CASE clause. - 

END DO 

Marks the bottom of a DO 
While loop. 

END IF 

Marks the bottom of an if 


clause. 

END 

Text Maries the bottom of a 
TEXT block. 


Passes control to outside a DO 

WHILE loop. 


Makes a decision based on a 
atngjfc expression. 

LOOP 

Passes control to the top of a 
DO WHILE loop. 

NOTE 

Marks a programmer c omnynf 
in a co mm a n d file (same as *) 

ON ERROR 

E x ecute s a specified command..' 

when an error occurs. 

ON ESCAPE 

^ Kcutts a specified command 
when Esc key is pressed (SET 
ESCAPE ON par am e ter must 
beset) 

(To be coat'd) 
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Man Press: A Partner 


TctifaA7%m$ert& 

TEHRAN ~ The press U tote of 
the products of the i&tosttki 
Revolution which began in 
England in the late 18th century. 
Its development, since the 17fo 
century, has been alongside that of 
Western civilizations and, 
particularly from die second half 
of the 1 9th century, it has been the 
indicator of changes brought about 
by the great revolution. The 
popularity of the press, at least in 
Western countries, among all 
strata of people has grown 
tremendously. Ithas come to be a 
land of habit or social behavior to 
comult the (ness for all kinds of 
information. 

In today's world, the 
percentage of people reading 
newspapers and magazines in a 
particular country is a good 
indicator of the extent -of 
development of that country. 

Hie first printed material in 
Iran was published in 12S3 AH 
(1874 .A.D.) by one of the 
educated persons wbo first arrived, 
from the West. The material was 
published upon the government's 
recommendation. Although the 
press then was a foreign imitation, 
it played a vital role in changing 
Iranian society with its opposition 
to the ESTE’MARI agreement of 
Rezhi, the birth of the Tobacco 
Movement and foe constitutional 
uprising. 

Many years have since passed. 
The questions often asked now 
are: Where does foe press stand 
now in banian society? What is the 
stance of the people and 
responsible authorities with regard 
to its functions? What is foe 
average length of time spent by a 
person reading and pondering on 
newspaper or magazines stories 


Role of t he Pr es in National 
Ufe 

Imam Khomeini has beautifully 
stated the role of the press , in foe 
life of foe people thus; “The press 
should be the- reflection of the 
people's will and desires. Ft should 
expose issues which are demanded 
by the people." 

The words of the Imam clearly 
imply that foe press ought to be an 
honest spokesman of the nation, 
that is, a means through which 
people can communicate with 
politicians. 

Furthermore, unlike the press 
of other countries, the press in this 
country enjoys prestige. The 
results of an opinion poll reveal 
that readers of newspapers in this 
country believe that the press is 
meeting its social responsibility, 
and that it is fulfilling its mission 
of revealing the truth anil the 
realities in society by making 
people aware and informed of the ‘ 
happenings in their environment. 
In achieving its goal, the press 
caters to foe people's preference 
for critical, homogeneous, and 
descriptive methods of 
journalism, the poll further 
revealed. 

Majid Eghbali, an economics 
student, asked to co mment on the 
function of foe press, -said that foe 
press should have a cultural 
objective and should provide foe 
people with reliable information. 

“A press which does not have 
any information to provide and 
exchange with people has no 
standing among them," he said. 

EqbaU further told foe Tehran 
Times foal journalists should 
seriously convey foe message of 
the people and their problems 
without considering their 
(personal) interests. 



i a day? Can foe average Iranian 
ieet- his daily information 
squirentencs from foe mass of 
ewspapeis, weeklies, monthlies 
nd Quarterlies currently being 
ublisbed? 

According to the Leader, 
Lyafollah Khamenei, foe press as 
ir as foe Islamic Republic of Iran 
» concerned is not a luxury, but 
rther a basic need. “The national 
ystem of foe Islamic Republic of 
ran is opposed to dictatorial and 
ipitalist systems. In this kind of 
ystem knowledge and awareness 
e as essentia] as foe airwe breathe. 

People m an Islamic system 
hould have the necessary 
nowledge and be fully aware of 
foat is going on around them, 
analysts should render effective 
nalyses. Considering there are 
ifferent tastes and methods of 
oing things, the duty of a healthy 
ress' is inescapable," the 
.yatollah said. 

In foe present report, spurred^ 
y ongoing Fourth Press Festival, 
le views of certain people and 
facials cm foe role ami functions 
F the press are being presented. 


"Hardships resulting from bad 
decisions of (government) 
authorities should be exposed by 
journalists. All these should be 
done without private motive and in 
a healthy atmosphere," he said. 

He said he spends an average of 
3 hours a day reading newspapers 
with a view to obtaining 
information on current events. He 
observes that Iranian journalists 
hardly write analyses and 
commentaries on published news 
stories. 

“They just quote the news, ” he 
said, ami opined that journalists 
should analyze events and publish 
leading and objective 
commentaries. 

Alireza Mohammadi Semnani 
believes that "in the age of 
communications. . .(the press is) an 
effective link between people and 
the authorities... the center of 
unbiased information on different 
political, economic, cultural and 
sports issues." 

He said that because 
information is vital in today's 
world, the more information a 
person gets foe more successful he 



win oe. 

"The press has evolved into a 
powerful medium for presenting 
new and vital information and, 
compared with yesteryears, has 
become highly realistic in 
presenting such information," 
Semnani stressed, adding that 
computerized technology has 
greatly boosted its development. 

Asked how much time he 
devotes to reading newspapers, he 
said he spends an average of one 
hour per day. 

Other readers believe that the 
mass media has a responsibility 
towards them. They feel 
newspapers should have wider 
circulation and coverage of news. 
In their opinion, newspapers are 
responsible for shaping ethical, 
political, -social and economic 
views in foe min ds of readers 
through their articles. 

Hassan Karfaalaee, a reporter, 
said that journalists should 
consider God's approval in the 
kind of news, essays, reports and 
articles they write or publish. He 
said no material reward, publicity, 
compensation or political 
affiliation should take precedence 
in deciding the kind of article or 
story to write or publish. 

He went on to say that if foe 
press around foe world honestly 
considers foe value of the printed 
or spoken word, writes honestly 
and speaks honestly, it will be 
regarded with respect by all 
people. Unfortunately, he said, 
most newspapers follow foe policy 
of deception in their stories. 

"Look at foe press in the U.S.. 
foe UK and other countries to find 
how unjustly they express foe 
news related to Fran. In most cases 
they attack Islam and Iran. That is 
not fair journalism," Karbalaee 
said. 

The Press and National 
Development 

The present indicators of 
growth and development in foe 
"warious social, economic and 
cultural fields are national 
production, per capita income, 
rate of population growth, 
percentage of literacy and energy 
use. Another indicator of 
development is the quality of 
communication channels and the 
levels reached in the free 
expression of opinion. 

Newspaper readers and 
newsmakers (journalists and press 
reporters) believe that the 
qualitative and quantitative growth 
of the press and foe acquisition of 
modem facilities and equipment 
can be important, factors of 
development. 

Dr. Mehdi Mohsenian-e Rad. a 
master of arts in communication, 
believes foal the Iranian press has 
come a long way since the Islamic 
Revolution in 1978, citing 400 
new publications in the country. 
Unfortunately, he said, after the 
imposed Iran-Iraq war press 


progress went on a downward 
trend, but was revived in 1992 
after the ratification of a press law 
and the setting up of new 
movements which spurred social, 
economic and political 
development in the country. 

He added that it is regrettable if 
we do not maintain this rate of 
growth. “In a survey of the 
people's attitudes toward the 
press, the percentage of literate 
persons is an important factor. In 
recent years we have observed 
campaigns being waged against 
illiteracy in Iran,* and this has 
spurred the circulation of 
newspapers in the country." 
Mohsenian-e Rad said. 

The academic also believes that 
the percentage of literacy or 
illiteracy of the people is not the 
only important factor in the 
development of the press, adding 
that nationality or citizenship also 
counts. 

He concluded by saying that the 
United Nations and UNESCO 
should, instead of making 
comparisons between literacy and 
the percentage of the population 
who are newspaper readers, 
should compare the level of 
literacy with the level of education 
of members of the press. 

"I have reached the conclusion 
that the more the number of 
educated people, the more 
developed the press is. So,' in 
order to promote the level of the 
press, high levels of education 
should be stressed,” he said. 

Mohsenian-e Rad proposes 
promotion of the skills required in 
journalism and says it needs an 
appropriate venue to develop, 
saying “If journalists possess a 
high level of education then a 
suitable ground will be prepared 
and the road will be even." 

Ya’qoub Zolfi, a university 
student and operator of a 
newspaper stand, said that in the 
people's opinion the press should 
not be indifferent to the needs and 
desires of the people. 
“Unfortunately, there are still 
some newspapers which are 
superficial and tack 
thought-provoking articles. They 
print subjects which have 
previously been published and 
cannot meet the need for scientific 
information of the society," he 
said. 

He said he reads all dailies and 
confessed to some weaknesses 
such as false and misleading titles 
of news stories, and added that 
they have been deliberately used to 
increase sales. “A society rich in 
cultural tradition should not be like 
that. The press should be 
realistic," Ya'qoub Zolfi said. 

He complained about the 
inappropriate system of 
newspaper distribution in the 
country and asked responsible 
authorities to correct the situation. 

He said he observed that most 
newspaper buyers are young 


people between the ages of 1 8 to 
19, and called on policies that 
would also encourage children and 
young adults to read newspapers. 

Mohammad-Reza Taheri, who 
was seen buying two newspapers 
at the time of this interview said, 
"I allocate one hour a day to 
reading newspapers. Newspaper 
reading increases my knowledge 
by 20 percent." 

An increase in the quality and 
quantity of publications in any 
country indicates the country is 
growing culturally and socially. 
Although such development may 
be observed in the Iranian press 
there is still a gap that exists 
between the press as it is now and 
would be called an “ideal" press. 

Pishbahar, a reporter holding 
an MA in communication 
sciences, believes that for foe 
press to improve in quality it needs 
concise . planning, continuous 
investment and cooperation 
between the country's press 
officials and authorities. 

He added that the creation of a 
data bank and national computer 
network, modem libraries for 
storing press materials and 
continuous education of 
manpower are important factors in 
the growth and development of the 
Iranian press. 

Comparing Iran's press with 
that of other countries he said that 
Western journalism is a kind of 
business, influenced by special 
cultural, political and professional 
considerations. "Either they do 
hot'understand foe realities of 
Third World countries or distort 
them intentionally,” Pishbahar 
said. 

He also believes that Western 
countries are not culturally- 
inclined societies. “Freedom of 


According to statistics issued 
by the Mass Media Study Center 
(affiliated to the Ministry of 
Culture and Islamic Guidance), 
foe priorities people follow in 
buying newspapers are as follows: 

1. Obtaining political 
information from daily news 
stories. 

2. Obtaining the latest 
information on sports events. 

3. Knowing day-to-day 
happenings, unusual events such 
as crimes or killings. 

4. Knowing about public issues 
and information on government 
subsidized necessities. 

5. Acquiring scientific news 
and technical knowledge. 

6. As a source of amusement 
and to fill leisure time. 

7. To be familiar with the 
attitudes and views of political 
personalities. 

8. To read advertisements. 

9. As a habit. 

10. To obtain information on 
art and culture and specific events 
related thereto. 

The above list indicates that 
scientific news are one of the least 
given priority. This fact explains 
why newspaper publishers prefer 
repeat materials and superficial 
discussions pertaining to the 
scientific field. The reading public 
prefers to be informed of new 
attitudes, analyses and fair 
critiques. 

The Iranian Press and 
Foreign Relations 

Cultural exploitation is one of 
the subjects open to heated debate 
in international forums, especially 
the United Nations and UNESCO. 
Third World critics believe that 
the mass media throughout the 
world is under foe domination of 
foe four Western news agencies — 
CNN, BBC, AP and AFP. 



thinking and democracy exist but 
the discussions are not aimed at 
teaching the realities of life." 

He said that undeniably all the 
means of propagation are in foe 
hands of capitalists who make use 
of them to reach personal aims. In 
a democratic society cultural 
development is not necessarily 
looked upon as a favorable 
outcome. 

He reiterated that although the 
progress evident in foe Iranian 
press is not so much as it has been 
hampered by a great number of 
difficulties, the cultural result has 
been very positive and the 
progress curve moving upward. 

Firouz Tohidi, another owner 
of a newspaper stand, said that 
most of those who buy newspapers 
in his stand are after political 
news. “Some of them just stand in 
front of foe stand and read the titles 
(of news stories)." 

He added that some days no 
newspapers may be obtained. 
“Most customers are highly 
educated people proving literacy is 
an important factor in the sale of 
newspapers." 


The extent of world press 
dependence on these news 
agencies over foe last 30 years 
cannot be overstated. 

The Islamic Republic of Iran is 
doing its best to open opportunities 
by which the functions of its press 
can be made more relevant amidst 
the changing social and political 
atmosphere. Considering Iran's 
international role as foe center of 
the Islamic Movement and foe 
speaker of Third World causes foe 
challenge becomes greater. 

The world of Islam recognizes 
the pioneering and leadership role 
of Iran. It believes that it is a 
champion of oppressed peoples 
and is ready to take up the cause 
of those whose rights have been 
violated. The role of Iran's press 
in this regard cannot be 
underestimated. It is a powerful 
force on which to move 
governments along recognized 
objectives. It should now draw up 
an integrated picture of those 
objectives and hopes in the minds 
of foe people. 

Regarding foreign dependence, 
(Contd. on Pg. 14) 
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story line. The play focuses pri- 
marily ofl a few hours with the 
Smiths who host the Marthoas. 
The two families, a fireman, and 
a maid are the only characters of 
this play. 

Paying attention to the boredom 
of modem life, Ionesco takes the 
family appositions, thoughts and 
relations under scrutiny to mock, 
for example, the high capitalist 
class of the society. 

The Smiths, though husband 
and wife, cannot stand each other. 


The husband hud wife relation of 
the two families is immoral In a 
way that Mrs. Smith tends to have 
relations with Mr. Marthon and so 
does Mrs. Marthon. 

Absurd dialog, superficial 
analysis of the situation, illogical 
view on the issues of life, contra- 
dictory expressions, and Mrs. 
Mart hop’s interesting claim (who 
say- they have had a very logical 
day, all introduce The Bald So- 
prano as a unique grotesque play. 

This powerful play, had ample 


Tehran Times Service 


Directed by Bahman 
Mo’tamedian 

Cast: Ala* Mohseni, Mahtab 
Naseri, Mohammad Yaghoobi, 
Deniz Mani, Parizad Seif, 
Bahman Rowshani, Aadel 
Beikzadeb 

TEHRAN — Eugene Ionesco, 
French playwright, was born in 
1912 in Bucharest, Romania, but 
lived most of his life in France, 
where he became a citizen. He 
writes only in French. 

Following a long period of little 
recognition, Ionesco became one 
die most widely produced play- 
wrights, with productions by lead- 
ing companies, including the 
Comedie Francaise. The Bald So- 
prano (1950) was his first critical 


success. He followed with others 
The Lesson (1951), Rhinoceros 
(1 951), Exit the King ( 1 962). Hun- 
ger and the Thirst (1965). His 
eariy plays mocked the boredom 
of modem life and its stress on 
conformity. His later plays em- 
braced elements of mysticism, at- 
. tacking the pressures of political 
left and right dogmatism. 

Ionesco's plays are noted for 
their hilarious, chaotic vision of 
the world, reflecting his view that 
much of modem existence is basi- 
cally meaningless, or absurd. 

The term “Theater of the Ab- 
surd" identifies this kind of mod- 
em drama. Ionesco is one of the 
its founders and leaders. 

The Bald Soprano (La Canta- 
trice Chauve) does not enjoy a 



Tehran Tunes Service 

TEHRAN — On the occasion of 
the 200th anniversary of 
Schubert’s birth day, Ebrahim 
Lotfi (first violin), Mazyar Zahi- 
roddini (second violin), Eraad 
Reza Nekuie (viola), and Majid 
Esmaili (cello) perform their 
string Quartet at Farabi Hall. 

Schubert, the Austrian com- 
poser, was born in Vienna in 1797. 
One of the great romantic compos- 
ers, he learned to play the violin, 
viola, and piano as a child, but was 
not a virtuoso. As a choirboy in the 
Imperial Court Chapel (1808-13) 
he was educated at the Konvikt, 
the singers* school. There he stud- 
ied with Antonio Salieri, teacher 


also of Beethoven and Liszt 

Schubert's short, tragic life 
was marked by poverty, illness, 
and frustration. Like Beethoven, 
he sought to be independent, but 
was unsuccessful. His music was 
not widely disseminated, and his 
publishers did not treat him too 
kindly. His devoted followers — 
among them Josef von Spaun, 
Frantz von Schober, and Johann 
Michael Vogl — often gave Him 
material support and organized 
concerts of his works (called 
Sdmbertiaden) in their homes. 

Schubert’s instrument works 
shows the influence of Mozart, 
Haydn, Beethoven, and, to a lesser 
extent, of Rossini. His melodies 
are intensely personal and lyrical. 


motifs to tempt a couple of young 
theater actors and actresses to take 
it on the stage. The group had an 
affable understanding of the play. 
Ala’ Mohseni, casting Mr. 
Marthon, with his powerful art of 
theater, gives life to the work. 
Other actors and actresses did 
their best; and it was acceptable. 

The Marriageable Girl, with a 
similar setting to The Bald So- 
prano, presents Ionesco’s attoP 
ficn to the tragedy of languagtC- 
an extinguished language which is 

more a means of misunderstanding 

rather than of understanding and 
affinity. 

With patience and ample recog- 
nition Bahman Mo’tamedian could 
well direct Mahtab Naseri and 
Ala’ Mohseni, the main charac- 


ters, in line with the views of the 
writer. 

The third play. Jack or field, 
narrates the story of a young <&. 
sident who opposes his parent 
ways of bearing and 
child, but finally he yields. 

One of the distinctive charac- 
teristics of this play, is die cast of 
Mother Reberta hy an actor, hi this 
• play the incarnation of the identity 
is at its peak in a way that it is so 
hard to distinguish opposite sexes 
and say who’s who. 

Generally speaking, the thaler 
group of Rassam Honor College 
Institute, presented three valuable 
plays for theater-goers at a tune 
when it is so hard to find a good 
play in the slogan-stricken thaler 
of the country. 
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.MMiorokeb Steel Company, affiliated to National Iranian 
Steel Co. and Ministry of Mines and Metals, is an 
integrated steel plant with the annual production capacity 
2.4 million tons of flat steel products and possesses a slab 
casting plant with due annual production of 2. 7 million tons 
of sinks having the following specifications ; 

- Four c ontmo ona casting machines 

- Bow type 

- M ax imum casting speed: 2.5 m /per minute 

- Double strand 

-Metallurgi ca l lengths 25000 mm 

■ Eight casting K ncs 

- Capacity of each m a chine s 675000 tons per year 

■ Radius of curvature of machine s 10500 
* Oscillating moulds (crystallizer) 

■ Mould widths 200 nu n 

■ Mould length: 650 1880 

I*—**™), 

Slab weight: 28 tons max. 

Folly automated 
Casting yield: 96% 

Equipped with ladle turret 

Ladle capacity: 180 — 200 tons of molten steel 


todndm g trailing of HLSXa's personnel, r 

sopervision on site and provision of spare 

parts for conuMssMNuag ad two years of ^HOr 

normal operation *- 

Therefore, interested and potential bidders are invited t 
i . announce their readiness in writing along with 
alternative proposals, if any, without price quotations 
; j™ple te with economy and state-of-the-art technical’ 
information, supply time schedule, comnanv harinr™,,™ 


7 Payment “ V "“confirmed irrevocable L/C. 

-^jiarges fees of inspection outside Irrnx shall be borne by the 


®hl ~S¥&ew all readiness 
3 ‘ 2Eik ^ ys rigfit *o select any of 
1 ^ si ^ PSease SS122I yoiu 

proposal at most till 
fellowlatf 

„ Works aod Transport Contracts Division. d 

™™nsDept, 

Mobarabeh Steel Company (M.S.Co.), 
lit km Southwest of Mobarakeh, 

P-O. Box 167 Isfahan - Iran 

For farther information please contact: 

orbs and Transport Contracts Manager, Eng. Abrishamkar 
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1- Mould width adjustment daring casting for (4) contumous casting machines. 
2“ Air mist C OOllHg sys» for (4) Continuous cas ting mapfilw^ g. 

3- Introduction of (4) eccentric oscillators lor (4) continuous casting machines. 
Soft reduction engine ering for (4) contumniw castin g m n rhmni 
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Harter Motalari: Advocate of Heal 



Motahliari: Link Between University, 
Islamic Seminarv 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — “Martyr Aya- 
tollah Mortaza Motahhari 
nether had a dogmatic atti- 
tude nor advocated unneces- 
sary change. To present the 
teal Islamic principles and 
beliefs and prevent ideologi- 
cal deviation, at times he ted 
serious discussions with his 
friends. He was precise and 
discerning and insisted on 
prindj^es. As it is said to- 
day, he was a fundamental- 
ist/’ said Dr. Ali Motahhari, 
'the martyr’s son, to the Te- 
hran Times. 

Speaking with the daily 
oh the occasion of the mar- 
tyrdom. anniversary of his 
father. May 2, he added, 
“Ayatollah Motahhari was 
an individual who did every- 
thing for the sake of Allah, 
since he had grasped the soul 
of religion. Also, while judg- 
ing other schools of thought 
or their followers, he was 
quite impartial. As far as jus- 
tice was concerned, he 
would not make any compro- 
mise and always demanded 
full exercise of justice. ” 

All Motahhari, 40, Doc- 
tor of Philosophy, ..has 
graduated from Tehran Uni- 
versity. Regarding his 
course of studies, he said, 
‘Turn, I studied mechanical 
engineering. But, after my 
father’s martyrdom, I 
switched to philosophy. 

. Presently, I lecture at School 
of Divinities of Tehran Uni- 
versity. I spend my spare 
time compiling and publish- 
ing the works of martyr Mo- 
tahhari,” 

Concerning his family, he 
said, have two brothers 
and four sisters. My elder 
brother teaches at Cultural 
Heritage Organization and 
my younger brother, who 
has graduated from Sharif 
Industrial University in elec- 
tronic engineering, is pres- 
ently studying at Qom 
Islamic seminary to become 
a cleric. My sisters are all 
housewives.” 

On the role of his father in 
bringing up his children, Ali 
Motahhari noted, “The so- 
cial and intellectual activities 
of my father never prevented 
him from paying due atten- 
tion to the upbringing and 
education of his children. He 
closely observed our educa- 
tional, moral and psycho- 
logical condition and always 
set a good example for us.” 

Regarding the first pub- 
lished work of the martyr, 
he said, “The first work of 
my father that was published 
as a book was entitled ‘the 


Fundamentals of Philosophy 
and Realism’. Besides being 
a valuable work, it had an 
effective role' in neutralizing 
the atheistic propaganda of 
the Tudeh Party, which was 
founded based on materialis- 
tic ideology.” 

(Could on Pg. 7) 
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Special Issue on Martyrdom Anniversary of Ayatollah Motahhari 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — “Martyr Aya- 
tollah Mortaza Motahhari 
had a dual role in the cultural 
area: He held debates with 
non-religious and West-ori- 
ented cultural figures; and, 
in religious circles, he 
warned against the conse-. 



The IS tli Anniversary of Martyrdom 
of Ayatollah Mortaza Motahhari 

m m May 1,1997 


quences of deviation from 
the religious path and lean- 
ing toward the Western 
schools of thought,” said 
Dr. Oholamali Haddad 
Adel, a member of the Su- 
preme Council foT Cultural 
Revolution and- one of re- 
nowned students of martyr 
Motahhari. 

Speaking to the Tehran 
Times on the occasion of the 
martyrdom anniversary of 
Ayatollah Motahhari, May 
2, he further praised the sci- 
entific and philosophical 
status of martyr Motahhari 
and elaborated on his atti- 
tude and way of dealing with 
different trends of secular 
thinking. 

“On the one hand, he held 
dialogues with secular fig- 
ures and considered impor- 
tant their concerns and, on 
the other hand, he sought to 
make them grasp the Islamic 
principles and beliefs. Also, 
as a trusted messenger, he 
tried to convey the message 
of the cleric to those study- 
ing at the universities and 
vice versa,” he added. 

Haddad Adel stressed that 
martyr Motahhari was al- 
ways careful that the devia- 
tion in the way of thinking of 
some Islamic revisionists 
did not harm or undermine 
the Islamic principles. 

Ayatollah Motahhari was 
among the first group "of 
clerics who came from the 
holy city of Qom to Tehran 
in order to lecture at the uni- 
versities. He started lectur- 
ing at the School of 
Divinities of Tehran Univer- 
sity in different branches of 
Islamic sciences, philosophy 
and theology. He also deliv- 
ered lectures at the Islamic 
center Hosseinieh Ershad, 
where the Islamic intellectu- 
als including Dr. Ali Shariati 
often gave lectures. 

Dr. Haddad Adel at- 
tended lectures of martyr 
Ayatollah Motahhari on phi- 
losophy for several years. 
He is currently a professor 
of philosophy at Tehran 
University and Qom insti-' 
tute for Higher Education. 

“Ayatollah Motahhari 
was an Islamic intellectual 
who combined wisdom with 
religion. Today, we are the 
inheritors of his spiritual, 
cultural and intellectual 
achievements and are bound 
to preserve them as a pre- 
cious 1 heritage, ” Haddad 
Adel concluded. 






| rvT/i jartyr Morteza Motahhari 
v — JC_/is one of the greatest 
thinkers of contemporary Muslim 
world and his greatest achievement 
was, perhaps, shattering the myth 
of the West and presenting. Islam 
as the only answer to mankind's 
needs, particularly in this very age 
of science and technology. His 
works constituted an intellectual 
inspiration and ideological founda- 
tion for the movement which cul- 
minated in the Islamic Revolution. 
His writings will go down in his- 
tory as an authentic and reliable 
source for the seekers of truth to 
delve into. As for Motahhari's 
name, it will live everlastingly to- 
gether with that of the Islamic 
Revolution. 

During the past century, there 
have appeared a number of figures 
in Iran, who have had a role in 
breaking the myth of the West and 
the spell of Westernization. One of 
the most renowned of these figures 
is the master of knowledge. 
Martyr Ayatollah Morteza 
Motahhari. 

Martyr Motahhari had 
concluded that to combat the 
various manifestations of the 
Western civilization (in Muslim 
countries), it was essential that the 
roots of belief and mentality that 
result in such social behaviour 
were cut off. This, in fact, is the 
main difference between the way 
in which Martyr Motahhari fought 
against Westernization and the 
ways followed by other writers 
such as Jala! Aal-e Ahmad: the 
latter attacked the outward 
appearances of the Westernized 
elements as well as their mentality 
and lifestyle. The work of Jalal 
al-e Ahmad is admittedy of great 
value, but Martyr Motahhari saw 
things differently. He had realized 
that it was initially necessary to 
destroy the roots of belief and 
mentality underfying 

Westernization, followed by 
measures to change the bases of 
the belief and mentallity of the 
new generation. Only then, he 
believed, would it be possible to 
reform the Westernized manners 
and behaviour of this generation. 

To achieve this. Martyr 
Motahhari concentrated his work 
on the following three areas: 

(i) Examining the mental 
foundations of the westernized 
elements and the platform from 
where they attacked Islam. 

(ii) Disproving the various 
philosphical, mental and social 
schools of thought existing in the 
West, and also fighting 
relentlessly against all impure and 
eclectic mentalities. 

(iii) Clarifying and explaining 
the principles of belief in the 
Islamic ideology within the frame- 
work of reasoning and logical 
argumentation, using new 
methhods. 

Martyr Motahhari notes in his 
book, *• The Divine Justice", that 
one of the main motives for his 
ideological fight was to break the 
spell of Westernization, and to 
present Islam as a living and 
dynamic ideology. He writes: 

“Since 1 began writing many 
years ago, the sole purpose in all 
my writings has been to respond to 
people's most common queries 
concerning Islam, and to provide 
answers to their questions. My 
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writings cover such areas as 
philosophy, sociology, ethics, 
religious law, and history. Despite 
the fact that the subjects of these 
writings are varied, the overriding 
aim of them all is one and the 
same. The holy religion of Islam 
is still widely not recognized and 
the truths of it have gradually 
become distorted in people’s 
minds. What counts as the main 
cause of increasing withdrawal of 
people from this religion is the 
wrong teachings given in the name 
of Islam itself. This holy relieion 
is today suffering more at the 
hands of its claiming wellwishers 
and supporters. The Western 
civilization's onslaught using both 
invisible and visible elements on 
the one hand, and neglect on the 
part of its claiming supporters in 
this age on the other, have led to 
the attack on Islamic thought in 
various sections, from major 
principles to minor points. 
Therefore, I saw it as my duty to 
try and help improve the situation 
as far as my ability allows. " 

Ayatollah Motahhhari soon 
realized that it is impossible to 
fight against the manifestations of 
Westernization without a battle 
against the mental and 
philosophical foundations of tb* 
predominant Western culture. In 
other words, one has to fight 
against its roots, and such a 
struggle would require careful 
long-term planning. Such a 
combat would involve striving to 
negate the foundations of the 
predominant atheistic culture and 


then replacing it with a 
philosophical foundation and a 
genuine mental system capable of 
confronting and withstanding the 
Western culture's offensives. This 
would be a struggle to regain the 
cultural -national identity which, 
over' the years, has been 
undermined as a result of the 
trickery and deceit of the 
colonialists; and a battle in the 
direction of returning to one's own 
history and culutre. 

In order to defeat the prevailing 
Westernization fever. Ayatollah 
Motahhari took up the great 
responsibility of camming and 
disproving the theories of the 
social-philosophical schools of 
thought in the West and their 


mental foundations and 
ideological bases and then 
presenting Islam as a 
comprehensive school of thought. 

One of the platforms from 
which the Westernized elements, 
attacked the Eastern mental and 
ideological system, and also 
through which they penetrated the 
ideological fortifications of the 
new generation in the Islamic 
society, was the Trojan horse of 
Western “Humanism". This has 
been used as an excuse to discredit 
the Islamic system of belief in 
God and divinity, by such writers 
as Akhoondzadeh, Malcom-Khan 
Armani, Taghezadeh, Forooghi 
and indeed all today's liberals and 
confused eclectics. So Martyr 
Motahhari embarked on 
combating the prevalent Western 
mentality and also the mental basis 
of the Westernized. In various 
writings and speeches (such as 
"Man in the Qoran", "Man and 
Faith", etc.). Ayatollah 
Motahhari began to analyse the 
exact details of the Humanistic' 
school of thought. He used the 
very firm logic of Islam in 
smashing this new idol of the West 
and proved that the Western 
Humanism, under the pretext 
exalting man, in fact lowered man 
to tbe level of animals, by taking 
away his belief in, and relationship 
with God. 

Another basis of thinking for' 
the Westernized elements was 
their belief in "Scientism”, which 
was used as a means by which to 
invalidate the system of belief in 


the society, as well as the 
presiding values. It is worth noting 
that "Science”, and "Scientism” 
which is really a pseudo-school of 
thought, are two entirely different 
things. Indeed, science itself is the 
greatest negator of scientism. 
However, under the cover of 
science, the Westernized elements 
strived to spread Scientism. They 
tried to invalidate the basis and 
religions content of Islam so as to 
undermine the beliefs and 
accepted values of the society. 

Using his able thoughts and 
iilucid writings. Ayatollah 
Motahhari fought against 
Scientism and destroyed its 
foundations with ample proof, in 
the book, "Invisible Divine Aid". 


he proves that "science" can never 
replace religion. In another book 
called "The Philosophy and 
Methodology of Realism”, he 
examines "sensationalism”, and 
shows how indadequte empirical 
methodology is. 

As for materialist and Marxist 
philosophy, this is one of the 
Western ideologies (hat has had 
the greatest share in spreading the 
seeds of Westoxication and 
alienation (from one's self) among 
the new generation. Because of 
this, from the outset. Ayatollah 
Motahhari fought a restless battle 
against (he philosophy and view of 
Materialism. What in fact played 
a big role in containing the 
devastating waves of Materialism 
over the past SO years, is his book: 
"The Philosophy and 
Methodology of Realism”. In 
addition, in most of his other 
books, Ayatollah Motahhari says 
the foundations of Marxism and 
proves their lack of authenticity. 
In fact, SO hours of speeches by 
Ayatollah Motahhari on tape, on 
the subject of Marxism, destroy 
the very foundations of this 
ideology. 

Ayatollah Motahhari’s second 
mission involved the destruction 
of the bases from which the 
Westoxicated elements used ■ to 
launch their attacks on Islam. 
Under various pretexts, and from 
various bases, the latter executed 
their onslaught on Islam to create 
self-alienation in the society. 
Sometimes the question of 


women’s "hijab" (modest dress) 
would be raised to portray Islam 
as a reactionary religion that held 
the society back. On other 
occasions, a discrimination 
between the two sexes was their 
ploy. Other times, they would 
place Iran face to face with Islam, 
and whip up jingoism, using this 
as a launching pad from which to 
attack the prevailing system of 
belief in the society. And 
sometimes, they spoke about 
Iran's ancient civilization and its 
destruction by Muslims-, as' well as 
the book burning in the libraries of 
(ancient) Iran and Alexandria. 

Ayatollah Motahhari took a 
firm stand against all such 
accusations, and in order to make 


their attacks ineffective, he wrote 
many books on such subjects as 
women's hijab, the rights of 
women in Islam, the reciprocal 
services of Islam and Iran, and the 
issue of 'book-burning* in 
(ancient) Iran and Egypt. Thus, 
he proved that such accusations 
were hollow, by well-researched 
and scientifically based 
argumentation. By defending 
Islam and at the same time 
destroying the attacking basis of 
the Westoxicated elements (of 
both right and left), he played an 
important role in freeing the new 
generation from the traps laid 
down by the Westoxicated 
elements. In the introduction part 
of his book, "Book-bunting in 
Iran and Egypt”, whilst noting the 
ulterior motives of the enemies of 
Islam in bringing up such issues, 
he writes: 

”... the main problem is that of 
colonialism. Political and 
economic colonization would not 
be successful unless cultural 
colonization succeeded first. The 
main requirement for such a 
success is the shattering of a 
people's belief in their culture and 
history. Colonialism has fully 
realized, through experience, that 
the sole culture upon which 
Muslims rely, and the ideology 
which they feel proud of, are 
those of Islam. The rest are mere 
words which do not survive 
outside conferences or seminars, 
and thus do not pose any thmat to 
the public at large. For them to be 
successful, the belief and faith and 
trust of the public have to be 
washed aside so that people would 
be ready for the next stage, which 
is the making of people based on 
Western models.” 

Ayatollah Motahhari intended 
to defeat Westoxication by 
destroying the Westoxicated 
elements' attacking bases, and by 
foiling the plots of (such) enemies 
of Islam. This is clear in the 
introduction to his book, 
"Hijab”, where he writes: "The 
roots of many of the religious and 
moral deviations of the new 
generation ought to be sought in 
their thoughts and ideas. The 


mentality of this generation has 
not been guided properly... 

The aim of the present writer in 
raising, and publicizing the 
question of Hijab is as follows. It 
was felt that tbe increasing 
practical deviation from the 
Islamic dresscode (Hijab) 
together with other matters 
concerning women, have become 
a tool in the hands of a bunch of 
filthy and mercenary agents who 
use it as a platform from which to 
launch tfaeiT anti-lslamic 
propaganda compaign. Judging 
by the present circumstances, in 
which youngsters are given little 
religious guidance, it is obvious 
that such false propaganda will 
succeed in its evil mission. " 

While the Westoxicated 
nationalists in Iran, and also the 
Pahlavi regime, were using 
patriotism and nationalism as a 
pretext to attack Islam, the book, 
"The reciprocal Services of Islam 
and Iran" written by Atayollah 
Motahhari was the first organized 
and scientific attempt to 
invalidate their ideas and claims, 
he writes in this book: 

"Because we are followers 1 of 
the religion of Islam, to which the 
notion of tribalism is alien, we 
cannot remain indifferent to the 
efforts being stepped up against 
this ideology under the name of 
nationalism or tribalism.' We are 
all aware that recently, a large 
number of people have begun an 
extensive campaign against Islam, 
under the guise of defending 
Iranian nationalism. These 
people, pretending to campaign 
against Arabs and Arabism, in fact 
intend to belittle Islam.” 

The above shows that one of the 

ways chosen by Ayatollah 
Motahhari to neutralize the 
desperate attempts of the pioneers 
of Westernization, -including the 
dependent Pahlavi regime, leftist 
intellectuals, and the nationalist 
parties, was to destroy the 
principal bases from where they 
launched their attacks against 
Islam. To this end. Ayatollah 
Motahhari wrote several books 
such as “The Divine Justice'. 
The Reciprocal Services of Islam 
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martyrdom of Ayatollah Mortem 
Motahhari on foe night of May 2, 
1979, odly' about three mouths 
After the victory of Islamic 
Revolution in Iran. The agents of 
tbe U.S, tad schemed tadestroy 
Ifae intellect of the Revolution by 
n»utyrfog a greet philosopher and 
thmlasr of 4he pro-revolution era. 
Ironically; Martyr Motahhari’s 
intellect 1 became even more 
inflneociaj after Ins martyrdom 
his lifetime: And 
today^us .boohs are more widely 




European philosophy in general 
and Marxism in particular, which 
in truth is .no more than 
metaphysical nmddle-beadedness 
marketted under the deceptive 
label ‘‘scientific". 

A Brief Biography; 

Martyr Murteza Motahhari was 
bom on February 2, 1919 (A.H. 
133Q in Fariman, a town in the 
pfwince 0 f Khoresm. His lather 
Hojjaloleslnn Muhammad Husain 
Mntahhari was one of the pious 
ulema of his time. At the age of 
12, after finishing his preli minar y 
education in Fariman. he 
proceeded to the theological center 



Mutahhari’s works, were 
primarily aimed at reviving 
Islamic thought and philosophy 
and at equipping the new 
generation with weapons to tight 
the deviate ideologies and schools 
of thought. In addition, it was his 
attempt to make the youth fiumfinr 
with the profound teachings of 
Islam and to reveal its 
incontestable coherence. . 

Martyr Mutahhari was a man of 
extraordinary genius. Bat he did 
not devote his genius to totally 
theoretical and academic pursuits 
winch may have yielded a greater 
personal satisfaction for a great 
mind without the . immediate 
impact on the level of the masses 
which his works produced. He was 
capable of being simple without 
loss of profundity, penetrating 
without involving - the reader in 
intricate technical jargon, and 
poetic without sacrificing -the 
precision of his logic. In short he 
gathered within; himself all die 
precious qualities peculiar to the 
great minds produced by the long 
Islamic tradition. And Mutahhari 
was a mind that bad greared itself 
to the intellectual needs of the 
times. 

His books are read by persons 
of all levels from school students 
to learned scholars and all of them 
can benefit from them according 
to their own level and capacity. 
One becomes , immediately 
conscious of tbe various levels of 
thought his writingsofifer, and this 
is a miracle of his writings. We 
hope that ail of his works are 
translated into foreign languages 
so that the non-Persian Muslims 
can appreciate the surprising 
richness, originality, profundity 
and vastness of his knowledge and 
thought. 

Through Martyr Mntahhari 
Islamic philosophy enters into its 
modem phase and gathers fresh 
momentum after baying remained 
more or less stagnant after MuIIa 
Sadra (died A.H. 1050). He in 
Iran, and Martyr Baqir Al-Sadr in 
Iraq, tore down the arguments of 
Marxism establishing 

incontestable superiority of 
Islamic philosophy, and revealing 
its essential clarity and coherence 
over more or less chaotic 
developments ~ in modern 


at Mashhad to receive instruction 
under Mirza Mehdi Shehidi 
Razavi. At the age of 1 8, he set off 

- -for Qom for further pursuits of his 
studies under the supervision of 
such great teachers as Ayatollah 
Bunyenii and Imam Khomeini and 
other*. His acquaintance with 
Had} Mirza Ali Agha Shirazi had 
great effect on his thoughts at this 
period of his life. 

In the course of studies. Martyr 
Mutahhari developed a deep 

- interest m philosophy to which he 
devoted himself together with his 
studies in Used (the principles of 
jurisprudence) and Fiqh 
(jurisprudence). At this time, be 
was considered one of the most 
brilliant students at tbe theological 
center of Qom and a a favorite 
student of Imam Khomeini. He 
also studied under teachers like 
Ayatollah Mohaqqiq, Agha Mehdi 

. Mirza Ashtiyani, Allama 
Tabatabai and Ayatollah 
Burujerdi, and readied the highest 
level of academic learning. 

Among his teachers could be 
mentioned foe names of Ayatollah 

- Yathrabi Kashani, Ayatollah 
Kbonsari and Ayatollah Sadr. 

It seems that his interest in 
philosophy dates back from his 
early youth when he was still in 
Mashhad. Later recalling those 
days be wrote: “I can recall that 
from the time I began studying 
Arabic in Mashhad, 1 attached 
great value to philosophers and 
thinkers, although I was not 
familiar with their thoughts. But 
somehow I was more interested in 
them than in inventors, explorers 
and- scientists. This was just 
because I considered the former 
group as heroes of the world of 
thought." 

This tells us that Ustad 
Mutahhari was attracted to 
philosophy even before he started 
its serious study in Qom under 
such teachers as Imam Khomeini 
and later Allamah Tabatabai for 15 
years. Beside the philosophy 
lessons given by Imam Khomeini, 
late Mutahhari also attended 
Imam’s classes on Akhlaq 
(Ethics). It seems that these 
lessons had a profound influence 
in forging his personality. He 
ttimself recalls Imam Khomeini’s 
lessons in these worlds: “The 


lessons in ethics delivered by my 
beloved and favorite teacher 
(Imam Khomeini) on every 
Thursday and Friday were 
actually exercises and training in 
treading the spiritual path of 
gnosticism and was not just a dry 
lesson in lifeless ethics. His 
teachings overwhelmed me to such 
an extent that I found myself a 
great deal under their influence 
that lasted until the next Monday 
or Tuesday. A great part of my 
intellectual and spiritual 
personality was formed daring 
those classes which I underwent 
for 12 years from that divine 
teacher. I have always 
notion of tribalism is alien, we 
cannot remain indifferent to the 
efforts being stepped up against 
this ideology under the name of 
nationalism or trib alism. We are 
all awarethat recently, a large 


revival of man’s Divine self and at 
the same time presenting Islam as 
a comprehensive and dynamic 
ideology. 

Ayatollah Motahhari did not 
feel content with merely 
invalidating the foundations fo 
alien thoughts and cultures; he 
also presented a system of thought 
with solid and genuine 
philosophical foundations capable 
of confronting and defeating the 
opposing culture (S). 

He had done this with full 
awareness. He believed that the 
movement for the revival of man’s 
Divine self would only bear fruit 
if it had strong mental backing. 
Such a view had previously been 
expressed by Mohammad Abdul 
and Iqbal, who stressed that 
invalidating alien schools of 
thought was not enough, and that 



economic system in Islam. 

At this point it is imposrtant to 
note that Ayatollah Motahhari, 


pay tribute to Ayatollah 
Motahhari, there is no better way 
than to study his works and 
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number of people have begun an 
extensive campaign against Islam, 
under (he guise of defecting Iranian 
nationalism. These people, 
pretending to campaign against 
Arabs and Arabism, in fact intend 
to belittle Islam." 

The above shows that one of the 
ways chosen by Ayatollah 
Motahhari to neutralize the 
desperate attempts of die pioneers 
of Westernization, m c l itding fee 
dependent Pahlavi regime, leftist 
intellectuals, and the nationalist 
parties, was to destroy the 


the ideology of Islam had to be 
presented in its most genuine form 
alongside it. In his book, “The 
Islamic Movements of tbe Past 
Century", Ayatollah Motahhari 
writes: 

Every social movement has to 
be backed by an ideological 
movement ... We have to collect 
and compile our moral, political, 
historical, economic, religious 
and Divine philosophies which are 
inspired by the teachings of Islam, 
and then put the result at the 
disposal of the new generations." 


like most emporary Islamic 
movements, would not reject the 
Western culture and civilization 
outright: He would distinguish the 
right from the wrong and would 
only accept those aspects of 
Western culture, and civilization 
which were thoroughly 
compatible with the teachings of 
islam. He would act like a “filter" 
which would analyze the thoughts 
coming from the West, 
differentiate between the good and 
the bad, and grant entry 
permission only to those which 


thoughts with a view to folly 
implementing them in practice. 
No duobt the inspiring works of 
Ayatollah Motahhari were 
instrumental in tbe success of foe 
Islamic Revolution and no doubt 
they will help it through the 
difficult years ahead. However,- 
there are many other Islamic 
revolutions yet to be accomplished 
in other parts of tbe world: They 
will need Ayatollah Motahhari’s 
illuminating fooghts just as much 
as the Islamic Revolution in Iran 
did. 



principal bases from- where they 
launched their attacks against 
Islam. To this end. Ayatollah 
Motahhari wrote several books 
such as “The Divine Justice", 
The Reciprocal Services of Islam 
and Iran", “The Question of 
Hijab", and “Book-burning in 
Iran and Egypt”. 

The role of Ayatollah 
Motahhari is not limited to 
breaking the myth of the West 
Rather, he played a major role in 
setting up the movement for foe 


Alongside Iqbal and Maulana 
Maudoodi in the Indian 
sub-continent, the thinkers of 
Ikhwan al-Muslimeen in the Arab 
world, and some Iranian thinkers 
such as Allamah Tabatabaee and 
Dr. Shariafi, Ayatollah Motahhari 
presented Islam as a system with 
philosophical, social, political and . 
economic dimensions. He also 
brought into discussion such 
questions as “cognition", 
“worldview", sociology, 
philosophy of history and the 


were compatible with Islamic 
thought and reject all that was 
alien to it. 

What has been said so far, only 
covers a very limited part of 
Martyr Ayatollah Motahhari’s 
works. It would be very difficult, 
perhaps impossible, for any one 
to do full justice to the services of 
a man who, in the words of the late 
Imam Khomeini, spent his entire 
life-time for foe cause of Islam. 
For any individual, group, society 

and even nation which whishes to 


Finally, it is in order to note 
that the World of Islam was 
deprived of the services of 
Ayatollah Motahhari less than 
three months after the success, of 
the Islamic Revolution in Iran. 
The enemies of Islam had 
correctly identified Motahhari as a 
a pillar of the Islamic Revolution 
and assassinated him on 2 May 
1979. The enemies of Islam are 
more vigilant and watchful than 
some of its friends. This is indeed 
a great tragedy of our time. 
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ON THE 18TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS 

MARTYRDOM 



THE 12th of Ordibehesht iMay 2) 
marks the anniversary of martyr- 
dom of a great man from the Is- 
lamic Revolution's caravan of 
martyrs. 

He had two distinctions: being 
a prominent alim (religious 
scholar) and achieving the rank of 


martyrdom. He went ahead of the 
others in many aspects. By 
dedicating his blood to his cause 
he proved the righteousness of his 
intellect and practice. 

The martyred Ustad (literally: 
master), philosopher, and great 
Islamic scholar. Ayatollah 
Morteza Motahhari, was really 
one of the most notable faces in the 
history of the Islamic Revolution. 
He was also among the best 
students of the late Imam 
Khomeini. 

In any topic he took up for 
study, be it philosophy, 
theosophy, literature, Islamic 
jurisprucence and history, and 
analysis of political and social 
movements, he delved so deeply 
into the subject that all levels of 
scholars benefitted from his work. 

Undoubtedly, Martyr 
Motahhari 's life-long struggle 
against atheistic schools and his 
exposure of weak logical bases of 
materialistic doctrines and eclectic 
and deviant "isms’* enraged the 
enemies to the extent that they 
ultimately assassinated him. 

His martyrdom was, therefore, 
a result of his unremitting struggle 
against nifaq and munafiqin 
(hypocrisy and hypocrites), and 
his diligent efforts to wipe out 
visage of Islam from the 


embellishments and doubts cast by 
oppositionists. He did all this as he 
felt duty bound to guard the purity 
of Islamic thoughts. 

Ustad Motahhari was not just a 
great thinker, nor just a competent 
researcher. He was one of the 
standard-bearers of the Islamic 
Movement initiated by the late 
Imam Khomeini. In every sense be 
was a great Islamic Mujahid. 

In terms of his specialization 
and method, he was a philosopher. 
But, from the view point of his 
aims and topic of inquiry, he was 
an Islamic scholar. 

He was committed to social 
change and the saving of the 
younger generation from 
deviations. He employed all his 
efforts and .talents in propagation, 
teaching, and writing towards 
achieving these goals. 

Shahid Motahhari was one of 
the founders of the "Movement 
for unity of theological and 
university students." 

His presence in the scene for 
•several decades as a university 
professor helped develop the 
movement. 

His assets in his work were his 
curiosity, his deep research and 
keen attention to details. These 
two traits may be observed in all 
bis works. 



[liluring the years 1946" and 
1952, in the old city of Qom, 
be had established close contacts 
with then religious leader Ayatol- 
lah Kashani and a group founded 
by Nawab Safari, Fadayan Islam. 


Also, he participated in the late 
Imam Khomeini's classes, held in 
Qom's theology schools. 

In 1963 when the Islamic 
(movement) under Imam's leader- 
ship surfaced, he was one of its 


staunch supporters. In this connec- 
tion, he was arrested and spent 
some time in prison. 

After his release, he was still 
always under surveillance of 
shah's secret police, SAVAK. 


stad Motahhari has left be- 
hind tens of books in all 
fields needed by the Islamic society 
(beliefs, politics, ethics, history, 
etc). Among them, his notes and 
explanation on Allama Tabatabai's 
PRINCIPLES OF PHILOSOPHY 

and the method of real- 
ism has wen him a great reputa- 
tion. This .book played an 
important part in the shaking of the 
foundations ?f materialistic phi- 
losophy in Iran. 

The book, THE MUTUAL 


SERVICES OF ISLAM AND 
IRAN is another of his books that 
evaluates the problem of National- 
ism alongside the Islamic doctrine. 
„ JWartyr Motahhari, in his book, 
THE ISLAMIC MOVEMENTS 
OF THE PAST 100 YEARS, cites 
6 causes which defeat a revolu- 
tion: 1 . The influence of foreign 
ideologies, 2. Extreme progres- 
sivism; 3. Leaving the movement 
unfinished; 4. The penetration of 
the opp ortun ists; 5. The vagueness 
of the movement's future plans. 


and 6. The spiritual decline of its 
advocates. 

Martyr Motahhari, also in his 
books such as JIHAD, 
HUSSEIN'S EPIC, SHAHID, 
CALL TO GOOD, BEHAVIOR 
AND FORBID BAD CON- 
DUCTS, ATTRACTIONS AND 
REPULS IONS OF IMAM ALI 
(A.S.); tried to inject an epic- 
evolving mentality into the Islamic 
Revolution's victory was indeed a 
great loss for the Islamic revolu- 
tion and culture. 
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yatollah Beheshti, who was 
L later martyred and joined 
Motahhari, had said: 


Ustad* s lectures and writings 


had a great influence on the Is- 
lamic way of life and thought of 
our youth. 

His martyrdom had a terrific 
impact on our society. 

It revealed that the world Impe- 
rialists and enemies of our Revo- 
lution were aware of and sensitive 
to the deep impression that this 
•class of people (to whom the Ustad 
belonged) were making on the na- 
tion. 

I think the reason for the Imam 
to hold Ustad Motahhari in such 
high esteem and respect was not 
only because Ustad had been a 
student of his, but more as a close 
friend. 

The Imam believed in his 
knowledge and virtues, and was 
confident of his way of thought, 
and his discernment in all things. 

Every drop of Ustad 's blood 
will go towards the making of an- 
other martyr in society. 

AStamefc 
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Ustad Motahhari was highly 
talented in philosophy and no thing 
of my teaching was wasted cm him. 

He had a razor sharp ntind 
which, moreover, was like a 
sponge that absorbed everything 
imparted to hint. 

He was keen and* above aU, he 
was a true man of God. - 
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1 — Performing the ablution repeatedly and recommending others to do so; 

2 — Having great interest in nature and meditating on the creation and its beauties; 

3 — Praying to the Lord at midnight* 

4 — Reciting the Holy Qoran for some 20 minutes before going to bed at night 

5 — Overseeing the obligatoiy religious ads of his children; 

6 — Giving alms and charity to the needy; 

7 — loving to become martyred and asking others to pray that his hope would materialize; 

8 — Having great respect for his parents and teachers; 

9 — Shunning publia'ty; 

10 — Believing strongly in divine assistance and guidance. 
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By Ayatollah Motahhari 


. Difference between prophets 

and. philosophers 

.Dcof the differences between 
■die method of the ' prophets 
ad the method of the phr- 
lospphera is that the jtojkxsophers 
hxve ouly a single train of logic and 
mihezr expositions keep to single,' 
distinct level- They are like those . 
shopkeepers who have only one 
product hi stock, and whose cus- 
tomers are-nO of a single type. 
Obviously, this is one of their 
■Aortn wmp . Unable to express 
Ihcfr Icodtings except through the 
memsofasetof spedal terms, fee 
philosophers can only be appreci- 
ated and enderctood by people ac- 
quainted wife those terms.fr is said 
that in (he place where Plato taught 
-a garden outside Athens called die 
Academy, -a poem was chalked op 
on die door whose content was: He 
wto-has not studied Geometry 
must not enter this Academy. 

"The method of the prophets, 
however, allows every typeofstn- 
dent to benefit. The prophets' shop 
Contains every kind of product. 
Their teachings are on such a high 
level that even Plato could cmm» 
and learn while also on a level so 
low that even the old peasant 
woman can benefit. Never has it 
been written on the door of any 
prophet that in order to benefit 
from his teachings one-most have 
attained a certain level of aca- 
demic ability. Of course, the more 
one has studied and the deeper 
one's intellectual capacity die 
move one will benefit Yet, how- 
ever low one's' capacity may be, 
still one will derive some benefit 
‘Verily we prophets are com- 
manded to speak to the people at 
die level of their intellects.' 

Having arrived at this point 
there is another matter we are now 
able to realise. In contrast to the 
prophets and (infallible) Imams, 
the philosophers’ best pupils are 
those who attended their lessons 
and learnt from them directly. The 
best pupils of Plato, Aristotle and 
Ibn Sina were those whom they 
taught fiist hand. As the best per- 
son to have understood the phi- 
losophy of Dm Sina we can cite his 
disciples Bahmanyar or Juzjani. 
Yet can the same be said in the 
' case of the Prophet of Islam (S.), 
Imam Ali (A.) or Imam al-Sadiq 
(A-)? 

• : e rijy ire Prophets are 
cowirsaodsd to speck to the - 
pet-pie a/ ike level of.fheir 
intellects. ’ ‘ 

Are their best publis those who 
learnt from them directly? The an- 
swer is negative. This does not 
apply to the’ pupils of prophets and 
Imams. 

There is a tradition from the 
Prophet (S.) that is an indication 
of this matter, a tradition which 
most of the people of that age -the 
exceptions being a small number 
of people such as Salman, Abu 
Dhar, Miqdad and others of that 
calibre - had not the capacity to 
understand: 

’God aid be who listens to my 
words and memorizes them and 
passes them on to whomsoever 
they had not reached. How often 
the bearer of fiqh is nor frqeeh, 
and how often the bearer of fiqh 


(bears it) to he who is more frqeeh 

thdn himself.* 

* • 

Hqh means a religious truth 
that requires deep reflection to be 
understood. (By extension, fhqeeh 
nieans a learned person capable of 

. -deep religious thinking and origi- 
nal interpretation.} In this context 
fiqh means the trofes the people 
hear from the Prophet’s tongue. 
The Prophet (S.) is saying thaf 
many who hear and memorize his 
words are not necessarily amongst 
those whose mental powers have 
the capacity of understanding 
them, and many relate these truths 
to those more able to unde rstand 
them than they themselves. 

The same is true of the Holy 
it cannot be said that the 

Quran was better understood in the 

pash quite toe . reverse. The mir- 
acle of too Quean is that it is al- 
ways in advance of the 
cotnmentaries written upon it. 

Again, we need to look no fur- 
ther than toe .science of fiqh, (ju- 
risprudence). for clearly toe 
companions of toe Prophet (S.), of 
Ah (A.) or of Imam al-Sadiq - 
even toe likes of Hlsham ibn al- 
Halcam - were not able' to under- 
stand and analyse the rules of 
jurisprudence that have come to us 
from toe Prophet (S.) or through 
the Im a m s (A.) in the same way as 
men such as Mnhaqqiq Hill;, Al- 
lamah Hiili and Shaykh Murtada 
Ansari. . . 
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vealed Surah al-Ikhlas (Quran 
112) and the first verse of Surah 
al-Hadid (Quran 57), two of the 
loftiest and most precise accounts 
of Divine Unity, for the deep- 
toinking people who will appear in 
toe Final Age. That is, the people 

of toe age of revelation had not the 

capacity for these verses, but the 
people of toe future will have the 
capacity for them: these verses 
will be their spiritual sustenacne. 
This is another miracle of 
prophethood and the Sacred 
Quran. 

We have cited these instances 
so that when raising the question 
of the guidance of toe new genera- 
tion, we are not faced with the 
objection that guidance of the new 
generation should be the sama as 
the guidance of the “oki” genera- 
tion. After all, the prayer of one is 
toe same as toe prayer of the other; 
so why, it fnay be asked, should 
toe issue of leadership be any dif- 
ferent? Or, it may be suggested 
whatever was good enough for 
previous generations is good 
enough for toe present generation. 

Here it must also be stated that 
by the new generation I do not 
necessarily mean only those who 
are young. Rather, I mean those 
who through their association with 
modem civilizations have devel- 
oped a special way of thought, 
whether they are old or whether 
they are young. The majority of 
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In the philosophical method the 
person with the best understanding 
of toe teachings of toe master is he 
who precedes aD others, whereas 
in the method of toe Prophets and 
Imams toe person with the best 
understanding is he who comes in 
the future endowed with more 
knowledge and understanding. 
This is one of toe miracles of 
prophethood. 

la traditions on Divine Unity 
(tawhid), it is stated that God re- 


such people, of course, are young. 
But there are also many who are 
older but whn have the ‘modern* 
way of thought. On toe other hand, 
there are also many youngsters 
who share the same way of think- 
ing with their elders and the people 
of ancient times. 

In this lecture, 1 am talking of 
those who*have a special way of 
thought, who are increasing and 
who will he the young and ok! of 
the future. My point is that if, God 



forbids, no steps are taken for the 
guidance and leadership of this 
generation, the future will be lost. 
This is an important issue in our 
country. Of course, the issue also 
exists in toe other Muslim coun- 
tries, bat they thought of it before 
us and have long since raised it as 
a serious issue. We do not yet take 
this issue seriously. We look on 
die younger generation simply as 
being given over to their lusts and 
desires, and we imagine that al- 
though we deride them, treat them 
with sarcasm in our sermons and 
insult them, by contradicting them 
and getting them to listen to us. 
everything will be all right, and 
that by shouting at them the prob- 
lem will be solved. This 
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attitudeis meant to act as a lullaby: 
to keep us asleep and prevent us 
from starting to think of a real 
solution. We may wake up when 
It is too late. 

One of the truly great sayings 
of Imam al-Sadiq (A.) narrated in 
al-Kafi, is as follows: 

‘He who is aware of his time 
will not be attacked by confusion. * 
The word ‘attacked' (tahjam) 
does not refer to all kinds of at- 
tack; It means a sudden attack that 
takes its object by surprise. Thus 
the Imam (A.) tells us that with 
awareness of the condition of 
one's time, one will not be sud- 
denly set upon by confusion, the 
type of confusion that disrupts hu- 
man faculties to the extent that one 
will not be able to find the way to 
safety. 

In toe same tradition there are 
many other great phrases. 
Amongst them is toe phrase: 

’He will not prosper who does 
not reflect, and he will not reflect 
who has no knowledge.' 

In other words, intellectual 
power (*aql) increases with knowl- 
edge. The intellect is toe power to 
analyse and find the relationship 
between things - that is, to dis- 
cover causes and foresee results. 
The intellect takes substance from 
knowledge; the intellect is a lamp 
and knowledge is its fuel. 

Then comes the phrase: 

’...and whoever understands 
will be ennobled.* 

Thus there is nothing to fear in 
knowledge; knowledge must not 
be considered dangerous. 

Unfortunately, we are the ap- 
posite examples of ‘he who is 
aware of his time will not be at- 
tacked by confusion*. From begin- 
ning to end, from top to bottom we 
are unaware of our time. We are 
mere onlookers at what is happen- 
ing around us and, suddenly, we 
will find ourselves face to face, for 


example, with the issue of redistri- 
bution of land. We realize that 
there must be land reform. The 
issue catches us off our guard be- 
cause we are unaware of our time. 
We had not foreseen the issue and 
are therefore at a loss as to what 
should be done. 

In toe same way we may be 
unaware of what is going on in the 
world and of what is happening 
behind the cutain when, suddenly, 
we are freed with the issue of 
women's rights. We may have no 
chance to think about this issue and 
gather our senses, to understand 
whether the issue is a serious one. 
We must find out whether the sup- 
porters of social rights for women 
are serious or whether they have 
another purpose in mind. 



What should we do? 

* More important than providing 
a method for guiding toe modem 
generation is toe realization that 
leadership and guidance must vary 
in method according to different 
periods and persons, and we must 
rid ourselves once and for all of 
the notion that toe new generation 
should be led through toe old 
metbod(s). 

Firstly, we must become ac- 
quainted with the modem genera- 
tion. We must understand their 
particular characteristics, their 
strengths and their weaknesses. In 
this regard there are two prevalent 
views. One of these is that the 
modem generation is raw and in- 
experienced, deceived and con- 
ceited, preoccupied with desires 
and lusts, and subject to numerous 
fruits. Those holding this view 
continually treat the new genera- 
tion with contempt and speak 
badly of them. 

The new generation them- 
selves, for their part, see things to 
be quite toe reverse. They do not 
see themselves to be riddled with 
fruits. They see themselves as 
paragons of awareness, paragons 
of acumen and the standard bear- 
ers of lofty ideals. While toe older 
generation considers the mordem 
generation corrupt heretics, the 
latter consider toe former ignorant 
fools. 


Of course it is possible for one 
generation to be more rightous or 
more deviant than another. In my 
view, there are some verses in toe 
Surah al-Ahqaf (Quran 46) that 
picture two generations, one 
rightous and one deviant. It cannot 
be said that every generation is 
more deviant than toe generation 


preceding it, or that every genera- 
tion is an advancement on toe pre- 
ceding gene rations and less prone 
to decline: 

‘We have engjoined man to 
show kindness to his parents. 
With much pain his mother 
bears him, and with modi pain 
she brings him into the world. 
He is born and weaned in thirty 
months. When be grows to man- 
hood and attains his fortieth 
year, let him say: "Grant me, 
Lord, that I may give thanks Tor 
the favours You have bestowed 
on me and on my parents, and 
to do good works that will please 
you. Grant me, good descen- 
dants. To You I turn and to You 
I surrender myself”. ’ (46:15). 

This verse is an exposition of a 
righteous generation. Some have 
said that the verse describes Imam 
Hussain(A.). But although Imam 
Hussain A.) may be its perfect 
embodiment, toe meaning is gen- 
eral. The verse mentions five or 
six special characteristics of a 
righteous generation, toe first of 
which is the spirit of gratitude and 
appreciation in the free of the 
blessings and favours of creation: 


This is how a rightous person 
(representing a righteous genera- 
tion) regards the multitude of 
blessings be and the preceding 
gen ge rations have been favoured 
with. It shows a plea for the 
strength and ability to value and 
appreciate God's blessings, and 
for toe understanding of how to 
make use of them in the manner 
most fitting and pleasing to Him. 
After all, toe true thanks for each 
blessing is to derive from it the 
benefit for which it was intended. 

The second characteristic is 
that of asking from God success in 
one's actions. The verse turns to 
the subject of actions, but actions 
that please God by being benefi- 
cial: 

Then comes concern for the fol- 
lowing generation and their right- 
eousness and well-being: 
'..."Grant me good descend- 
ents...** 

The next is repentance (taw- 
aba), turning away from the fail- 
ings and shortcomings of arm's 
past: ‘...To You 1 turn..."' 

This is followed by s»«Kmisgin>i 
to the Truth and the laws He has 
placed in nature and in the 
sharTah. To disobey these laws 
leads to destruction and oblivion: 
surrender myself."’ 

The verses that follow are in the 
plural case, and this indicates that 
(Contd on Pg. 7) 
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Perhaps I need not explain here, 
that in the language of literature 
and mysticism, the term** heart** 
(foes not mean the organ situated 
in the left side of the human body, 
which pumps blood into the blood 
vessels. What is implied is the 
sublime and distinguishing faculty 
of the human soul, as can be read- 
ily understood from the following 
examples from the Qoran and 
verses of Sa’di: 

“ Surety in that there is a re- 
minder to him who has a heart... ”• 
(50:37) 

My heart was alarmed [on sens- 
ing the coming danger]. 

While I, a thoughtless darvish. 

Do not know what this wander- 
ing prey has come across. 

These two examples make it 
obvious that the connoted meaning 
of the heart is quite different from 
the bodily organ. Elsewhere, the 
Qoran refers to the ailments of the 
heart: 

“In their hearts, is a sickness, 
and God has increased that sick- 
ness... ” (2:10) 

To cure this sickness is beyond 
the powers of any man of medi- 
cine, even the heart specialist; 
only the doctors of the spirit can 
diagnose such diseases and suggest 
proper remedies. 

DEFiNtTlGii OF THE 
HEART 

What is the definition of this 
heart then? An answer to this ques- 
tion is to be sought in the reality 
of human existence. Every human 
being, although he is a single indi- 
vidual, possesses myriads of exis- 
tential dimensions. The human 
“self" encompasses myriads of 
thoughts, desires, fears, hopes and 
inclinations. Like the ocean which 
links ail rivers with one another. 


all these components of the human 
personality are related to the same 
center, which unites them with one 
another. The “self* itself is the 
deep and unfathomable ocean, 
whose depths no one can claim to 
have charted out and to have dis- 
covered all its mysteries. Philoso- 
phers, mystics, and 
psychologists-each of them has 
tried in his own specific way to 
explore its dephts, and has suc- 
ceeded only to a certain degree in 
discovering its secrets. Perhaps 
the mystics, a bit more than oth- 
ers, have been successful in this 
regard. What the Qoran refers to 
as the heart, is the reality of that 
ocean, which includes all that we 
name as the manifestations of the 
soul, to which all its rivers and 
tributaries are connected. Even 
reason is one of the various rivers 
associated with this sea. 

In places where the Qoran 
speaks of revelation, it does not 
make any mention of reason; 
rather it is merely concerned with 
the heart of the Prophet (S). This 
does not mean an absence of ra- 
tional and demonstrative reception 
of the holy Qoran on the part of 
the Prophet (S). but it was his heart 
which, in a state that we cannot 
imagine, obtained the direct expe- 
rience and awareness of those 
transcendental realities. The 
verses of Sura! al-Najm (the Star) 
and Surat al-Takwir (the Covering 
up) descrifcw the stale of this union 
to some extent: 

“...Not speaks he out of ca- 
price. This is naught but a revela- 
tion revealed, taught him by one 
terrible in power, very strong ; he 
Stood poised, being on the higher 
horizon, that drew near and ap- 
proached nearer, two bow’s length 
away, or nearer , then revealed to 
His servant that He revealed. His 
heart lies not of what he saw. “ 

(53:3-11) 

The Qoran mentions all these 
things to show that these mailers 
are basically beyond the range of 
rational understanding. 

Truly this is the word of a 
noble messenger having power, of 
honored place with the Lord of the 
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Throne, obeyed, moreover trusty. 
Your companion is not possessed; 
he truly saw him on the clear ho- 
rizon; he is not niggardly of the 
Unseen. ” (81:19-23) 

Mohammad Iqbal offers a fine 
interpretation of this subject. He 
says that the prophet is one who, 
at first, imbibes the entire truth, 
and later on, in order to enrich tire 
world and to alter the course of 
history, communicates everything 
that has reached him by the way of 
Revelation. 

Wherever the Qoran speaks of 
the revelation and the heart, al- 
though its import transcends the 
limits of reason and thought, its 
speech is not irrational or anti -ra- 
tional. It expounds a vision which 
surpasses human reason and sensi- 
bility, and enters a domain which 
is, basically, beyond reason and 
intellect. 


J" -• HEAR 7 

The Qoran regards the heart, 
also, as an instrument of under- 
standing. In fact, the greater part 
of the Qoranic message is ad- 
dressed to the human heart-a mes- 
sage wich is audible to the ears of 
the heart alone, and is inscrutable 
to other receptive faculties. Ac- 
cordingly, it attaches great impor- 
tance to the care, protection and 
development of this instr ument In 
the Qoran, we repeatedly coma 
across such notions as purification 
of the self, purity and enlighten- 
ment of the heart, and purification 
of the heart: 

“Prosperous is he who purifies 
it [the self]. " 

“No indeed, but that which 
they were earning has over- 
whelmed their hearts. “ (83:14) 
And about the salvation and en- - 
lightening of the heart, the Qoran 
says: 

“...if you fear God, He will 
assign you [the capacity of] distin- 
guishing... “ (8:29) 

’ ‘But those who struggle in Our 
[cause], surety We shall guide 
them in Our ways..." (29:69) 
Contrarily, the Qoran recur- 
ringly reminds that indecencies in- 
fect and darken the human soul, 
and deprive the human heart of 
sublime inclinations and virtuous 
tendencies. At one place, speaking 
on behalf of the believers, it says: 

“Our Lord, make not our 
hearts to swerve after Thou hast 
guided us... ” (3:8) 

Describing the qualities of the 
evildoers, the Qoran says: 

“No indeed; but that which 
they were earning has over- 
whelmed their hearts. " (83:14) 

The darkness of sin tuid injus- 
tice has engulfed their hearts: 

“...When they swerved, God 
caused their hearts to swerve ... " 
(61:5) 

About the sealing and harden- 
ing of the hearts, it says: 

God has set a seal on their 
hearts and on their hearing, and 
on their eyes is a covering... ” 
(2:7) 

And also: 

“We lay veils upon their hearts 
lest they understand it... ” (6:25) 
“...So does God seal the hearts 
of the unbelievers. ” (7:101) ' 

"--■So that their hearts have 
become hard, mid many of them 
are ungodly. ’’ (57:16) 

All these verses point to the fact 
that the Qoran recommends a sub- 


lime, spiritual atmosphere for 
mankind, and deems it necessary 
for every individual to strive to 
keep it clean and unpolluted. In 
addition, since an unsound social 
atmosphere renders fruitless the 
efforts of most individuals to keep 
pure and wholesome, the Qoran 
recommends that the people 
should employ all their endeavor 
in the direction of purification of 
their social atmosphere. The 
Qoran unqui vocally propounds the 
view that die continued existence 
of all those sublime values, beliefs 
and ideas, and continued social 
receptivity to all its moral advice 
and counsels, depends upon indi- 
vidual and collective struggle to 
eradicate all types of meanness, 
sensibility, and lewdness. 

Human history itself is a wit- 
ness to the fact that whenever des- 
potic regimes have wanted to bring 
other societies under their auto- 
cratic rule, they have tried to cor- 
rupt their social spirit and pollute 
their social atmosphee. They pro- 
vided enormous facilities for the - 
people to indulge in licentious- 
ness, and gave them every kind of 
freedom in this regard. A heart- 
rending account of this unholy 
treatment meted out to Muslims of 
Spain-a region which is regarded 
to have played an effective role In 
initiating the Renaissance, and M 
the most advanced culture in 
Europe — throws enough light on 
this phenomenon. In order to di- 
vest Spain out of Muslim hands, 
the Christians resorted to defile- 
ment of the morals of Muslim 
youths, by providing ample facili- 
ties for their debaucheries. They 
even went to the extent of alluring 
and enticing the army generals and 
government officials in topmost 
ranks. They thus succeeded in di- 
verting Muslims from the path of 
determination and purpose, and in 
divesting them of their power, 
their strength of faith, and purity 
of soul, converting them into prof- 
ligate weaklings addicted to drink- 
ing and licentiousness. It is 
obvious that it is not very difficult 
to subdue such individuals. Chris- 
tians took revenge on nearly eight 
hundred years of Muslim rule in 
such a way that history is ashamed 
at recounting those deeds. The 
same Christians who, according to 
the teachings of Jesus Christ (“of- 
fer your left cheek if your right 
cheek is slapped”), were supposed 
to behave in a different way, sur- 
passed the blood-thirsty tradition' 
of Genghiz Khan by the massacre 
of Muslims in Spain. Neverthe- 
less, the ruin that Muslims suf- 
fered was the result of their own 
spiritual degeneration and decay; 
it was their punishment for aban- 
doning the Qoranic commands. 

In our times, also, wherever the 
evil of colonial ism exists, the same 
practices are vigorously 
adopted — a danger against which 
the Qoran so emphatically warns 
us. The colonialists try to corrupt 
the harts; when the heart is thus 
debilitated, reason, too* is not only 
lost and foils to function properly, 
but is itself turned into a terrible 
bondage. The colonialists and the 
exploitive powers are not afraid of 
establishing schools and universi- 
ties: they even advocate popular 
education; but. on the other hand, 
they take good care to make ar- 
rangemoite'to corrupt and destroy 
the spirit of students, and of the 
teachers as well. They are folly 


aware of the fact that an unhealthy 
mind and a sickly scad can not 
make any decisive move, and 
readily yield to eveiy type of ex- 
ploitation and degradation. 

That is why the Qoran gives 
ample importance to the idea of 
exaltation, edification, and purity 
of the soul of society. In one of its 
verses, it says: 

“...And help one another to 
piety and Godfearing; do not help 
each other to sin and enmity... * 
(5:2) ■ 

Men are, firstly, enjoined to 
pursue piety and are warned 
against sinning; secondly, they are 
asked to perform righteous deeds . 
collectively, not individDally. 

Here I shall mention two or 
three sayings of the Prophet (S) 
and the Imams (AS) in order to 
elucidate this point. There is a 
tradition that once a person rarrw. 
in the presence of the Prophet (S) 
and told him (hat he wished to 
certain questions. The Prophet 
asked him whether he wanted to 
listen to the answers, or if he 
wished to ask questions first. He 
asked the Prophet (S) to give die 
answers. The Prophet (S) told him 
that his question was concerned 
with the meaning of virtue and 
goodness. The man affirmed that 
he intended to ask exactly die same 
question. The Prophet gently 
knocked die man’s chest with his 
three fingers, saying: “Put this 
question to your own heart”; then 
he added: 

“This heart is so made that it is 
hamonious with virtue; it is put at 
ease by virtue ad piety, but dis- 
turbed by vice and villainy. In die 
same way, just as presence of an 
alien disharmonious object in the 
human body causes uneasiness and 
discomfort, and disturbs its order, 
the human soul is thrown off its 
balance and ease on account of 
faulty behavior.” What is com- 
monly called the pain and torment 
of the conscience, is the same stntf 
of mconfornuty and alienation of 
the soul; 

[For an honest insight] ask your 
own heart, though the masters may 
have their own (different) opin- 
ions. 

The Prophet (S) points out the 
feet that if a person endeavors to 
seek reality and truth with an open 
and impartial mind, his heart can 
never deceive him in this regard; 
it will always guide him towards 
the straight path. Basically, as 
long as man is in search of troth 
and reality, and treads the path of 
truth, whatever he encounters in 
this course is nothing but truth. 

This is, of course, a very dnljraty 
point which is often misunder- 
stood. When someone foils into 
misguidance and loses his path, it 
is because be was following a cer- 
tain direction which was not deter- 
mined by sincere search of truth. 
Answering someone who bad 
asked the Prophet, “What is vir- 
tue?, "he said, “If you really want 
to know what is virtue, then under- 
stand that when your heart is se- 
rene and your conscience at rest, 
whatever has caused them to be 
such, is virtue. But when you are 
attracted towards something, and 
that does not bring peace and se- 
renity to your heart, then you 
should know that is is vice and 
sin." 

Elsewhere, when the Prophet 
(S) was asked about the meaning 
of faith (eemaan), he said, “When 


one performs an ugly deed, and is 
overwhelmed" with the feeling of 
reproach and displeasure, and 
when one performs .virtuous deeds 
and feels bajppy and joyous, it 
means that he is endowed with 
faith." 

It has been quoted from Imam 
Ja'afor al-Sadiq (A.S.) that when 
a believer liberates himself from 
all worldly bondages, be feels the 
delight of nearness to God within 
his heart; in this state, the whole 
world appears to him very smal l 
and insignificant; he strives with 
all power to liberate himself from 
the bondages of the material 
world. This is a reality attested by 
the lives of the men of God. In the 
biographies of the Prophet ($), it 
is written that once after his morn- 
ing prayers, the Prophet (S) went 
to visit the Ashab al-Suffoh (plat- 
form dwellers). They were a 
group of poor men who did not 
possess any worldly bel ongings , 
and used to live by the side of 
Prophet's Mosque in al-Madinah. 
When the Prophet (S) happened to 
see one of them, Haritfa ibn Zayd, 
who looked rather pale and emaci- 
ated, his eyes sunk deep inside his 
skull, he inquired, “'How are 
you." He answered, “I have 
woken up a man of certain faith." 
The Prophet asked him what 
proved his claim. He answered, “1 
am bereft of sleep at nights and 
engaged in fasting during the 
days." The Prophet told him that 
this was insufficient. “Tell me 
more about it, ’* be said. Haritfa 
said, “O Messenger of God, my 
condition is such that I can clearly 
see and hear the people of heaven 
and those of hell. If you permit 
me, 1 will inform you about the 
secret thoughts and inner stat es of . 
eveiy one .of your companions.” 
The Prophet bade him hold his 
tongue, and say no more, bat 
asked him, “What is your de- 
sire?” He said, “To fight in the 
way of God.” 





v* 


According to the Qoran, fur- 
bishing of die human heart mte 
a human being to such a point that, 
in the words of AU (AS), even if 
the veils that conceal the Unseen 
be removed from in front of him, 
there is nothing that can 
his faith. The teachings of the 
Qoran are meant in ahmiiftiBMi to 
become a being equipped with the 
power ofknowledge and reason on 
tiie one band, and possessed of a 
pure heart and sound feeling on the 
other. They aim to train a. human 
being who is able to employ his 
reason' and heart in the most 
proper and exalted fashion. The 
Imams (AS) and their true pupils 
were examples of such human be*' 
ings. • 
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(Contd From Pg. 1) 

MARTYR... 

He added, ‘The text of 
the book was written by 
Ayatollah Seyed Moham- 
mad Hossein Tabatabaee. 
The foreword and the notes 
wero written by my father.” 

On compiling and pub- 
lishing the works, of his fa- 
ther,Motahhari said, .“What- 
I do is mainly concerned 
with compiling and publish- 
ing his manuscripts, revis- 
ing the: books already pub- 
lished by some individuals 
after the martyrdom of may 
father, which contain errors 
and mistakes, raising the 
printing quality of those 
books published while my fa- 
ther was still alive, working 
on the collection of his works 
and also starting to translate 
his books into modem lan- 
guages.” 

Dr. Ali . Motahhari 
pointed out that, since his fa- 
ther’s martyrdom, he has 
been able to compile and 
publish some 30 books writ- 
ten by his father. - 

He concluded by telling a 
memory from his father, 
“When my father received a 
telephone call from Paris in- 
forming him t>f the imminent 
return of late Imam Khome- 
ini to Iran, while he was still 
holding the receiver, his 
face showed both the expres- 
sion of happiness and also 
the look of concern for 
Imam’s safety under the 
martial law in Iran,” 

(Contd From Pg. 2) 

HIS... 

and Iran", “The Question of 
Hijab”, and “Book-burning in 
Iran and Egypt”. 

The role of Ayatollah 
Motahhari is not limited to 
breaking the myth of the West. 
Rather, he played a major role in 
setting up the movement for the 
revival of man’s Divine self and at 
die same time presenting Islam as 
a comprehensive and dynamic 
ideology. 

Ayatollah Motahhari did not 
feel content with merely 
invalidating the foundations fo 
alien thoughts and cultures; he 
also presented a system of thought 
with solid and genuine 
philosophical foundations capable 
of confronting and defeating the 
opposing culture (S). 

He had .done this with full 
awareness. He believed that the 
movement for the revival of man’s 
Divine self would only bear fruit 
if it had strong mental backing. 
Such a view had previously been 
expressed by Mohammad Abdul 
and Iqbal, who stressed that 
invalidating alien schools of 
thought- was not enough, and that 
the ideology of Islam had to be 
presented in its most genuine form 
alongside it. In his book, “The 
Islamic Movements of the Past 
Century”, Ayatollah Motahhari 
writes: 

Every social movement has u> 


Sftitiini Issue oil Martyrdom Anniversary of Ayatollah Motahhari 



Leader of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Seyed All Khan-e^ei: 

“Martyr Motahhari's works form the intelectual basis of the islacrtic sysSerr? of iran." 

The Late Imam Khomeini: 

"Martyr Motahhari's blood acknowledges our Islamic Kevo? r dtioFT :i 


be backed by an ideological 
movement ... We have to collect 
and compile our moral, political, 
historical, economic, religious 
and Divine philosophies which are 
inspired by the teachings ofislam, 
and then put the result at the 
disposal of the new generations.” 

Alongside Iqbal and Maulana 
Maudoodi in the Indian 
sub-continent, the thinkers of 
rich wan al-Muslimeen in the Arab 
world, and some Iranian thinkers 
such as Allamah Tabatabaee and 


Dr. Shariah, Ayatollah Motahhari 
presented Islam as a system with 
philosophical, social, political and 
economic dimensions. He also 
brought into discussion such 
questions as “cognition”, 
“worldview”, sociology, 
philosophy of history and the 
economic system in Islam. 

At this point it is imposrtant to 
note that Ayatollah Motahhari, 
like most emporary Islamic 
movements, would not reject the 
Western culture and civilization 


outright: He would distinguish the 
right from the wrong and would 
only accept tho.se aspects of 
Western culture and civilization 
which were thoroughly 
compatible with the teachings of 
islam. He would act like a “filter" 
which would analyze the thoughts 
coming from the West, 
differentiate between the good and 
the bad, and grant entry 
fJErmission only to those which 
were compatible with Islamic 
thought and reject ali that was 


alien to it. 

What has been said so far, only 
covers a very limited part of 
Martyr Ayatollah Motahhari's 
works. It would be very difficult, 
perhaps impossible, for any one 

to do foil justice to the services of 
a man who, in the words of the late 
Imam Khomeini, spent his entire 
life-time for the cause of Islam. 
For any individual, group, society 
and even nation which whishes to 
pay tribute to Ayatollah 
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Motahhari, there is no better way 
than to study his works and 
thoughts with a view to folly 
implementing them in practice. 
No duobt the inspiring works of 
Ayatollah Motahhari were 
instrumental in the success of the 
Islamic Revolution and no doubt 
they will help it through the 
difficult years ahead. However, 
there are many other Islamic 
revolutions yet to be accomplished 
in other parts of the world: They 
will need Ayatollah Motahhari's 
■ illuminating thoghts just as much 
as the Islamic Revolution in Iran 
did. 

Finally, it is in order to note 
that the World of Islam was 
deprived of the services 'of 
Ayatollah Motahhari less than 
three months after the success of 
the Islamic Revolution in Iran. 
The enemies of Islam had 
correctly identified Motahhari as a 
a pillar of the Islamic Revolution 
and assassinated him on 2 May 
1979. The enemies of Islam are 
more vigilant and watchful than 
some of its friends. This is indeed 
a great tragedy of our time. 


(Contd From Pg. 5) 

LEADARSHIP... 

the above verses refer to a genera- 
tion (and not a particular individ- 
ual): 

“Such are those from whom 
We will accept their noblest 
works and whose misdeeds We 
shall overlook. (We shall include 
them) among the people of Para- 
dise: true Ls the Promise that has 
been given them.’ (46:16). 

These verses are followed by a 
depiction of a deviant generation: 

‘But (you find one) who says 
to his parents: “Fie on you! Do 
you threaten me with resurrec- 
tion when entire generations 
have passed away before me? 
But they pray for Allah’s help 
and say: ”Wne to you! Have 
faith. The Promise of Allah is 
true." He replies: “Tins is but a 
tail of the ancients.” He shall 
justly deserve the fate of the by- 
gone nations of men and jinn: he 
shall assuredly be lost’ (46:17- 
18). 

Here indeed is a generation de- 
ceived, a generation green behind 
the ears and lacking ail maturity. 
A few empty words and they break 
off from all that is righteous. They 
break off from God; they scorn 
their parents and swear at them. 
They laugh at their parents* be- 
liefs: “‘Do you threaten me with 
resurrection'' promising me your 
illusions? Do you warn me of a day 
of judgement, another world, 
another! ife, when the previous 
generations have come and lived 
their lives and died and are no 
more?’ The poor parents* who are 
laithfol and not prepared, to hear 
anything said against their relig- 
ion. are deeply grieved and dis- 
tressed to hear their children speak 
this way. They say: ‘“Woe to you. 
Have faith. The Promise of Allah 
is true..."' 

One of life’s most heart-rend- 
ing pains is that felt by religious 
parents whose own children they 
see desert the religion and become 
disbelievers. At such times their 
cries rise to the heavens: 'They 
pray for Allah's help...' 

But as for their sons and daugh- 
ters, all they can say is: “‘...This 
is naught but the tales of the an- 
cients."’ 

These verses depict two differ- 
ent generations, one rightous and 
the other deviant. It is in the light 
of these verses that we must exam- 
ine the new generation of today. 






® n Tuesday midnight on the 
6th of Jamadi-utfa-Tbani 
1399 (May 2, 1979) was assassi- 
nated a man, the like of whom it 
would be very difficult to find, 
who one of the most illustrious and 
one of the most eloquent sms of 

Islam throughout the course afcen* 
lories: Ayatollah Mortuza Mota- 
hari, the one time professor of 
Islamic theology and philosophy at 
the University of Tehran. The mo- 
tive of assassination was obvious 
as an attempt to weaken the newly 
born Islamic Republic and to ter- 
rorize its leaders. Again the forces 
of Imperialism and the remnants of 
die shattered regime of the past 
were actively and desperately 
struggling to subvert die revolu- 
tion. The news of the assassination 
was widely reflected throughout 
die world media and press. The 
following thursday was declared a 
day of public mourning and a holi- 
day by the late Imam Khomeini, 
the bereaved teacher of bis beloved 
pupil. Millions of angry and 
grieved Iranians demonstrated 
throughout the country denouncing 
the evil deed and crying for 
ave ngement Once again the Ira- 
nian nation got a chance to exhibit 
its unity and unbroken solidarity to 
the world. Numerous head of 
states, leaders and religious schol- 
ars cabled their condolences to die 
nation and Imam. The issue was 
not just the martyrdom of die head 
of the Revolutionary Council but 
die loss of a devoted scholar, a 
philosopher, a teacher and an emi- 
nent writer and speaker, whom the 
late Imam Khomeini, his teacher 
regarded as the harvest and the 
fruit of his own life of teaching ami 
educative endeavour. 

Deeply greived by the' death of 
his illustrious pupil, the late Imam 
Khomeini said: “I have lost a dear 
son who was part of my own self. 

I bereave the loss of a man whom 
I considered the harvest of my life. 

The martyrdom of this dear son 
and immortal man of learning cre- 
ated a gap in dear Islam which 
nothing can fill. I celebrate the 
possession of such self-sacrificing 
personalities who in their life and 
afterwards continue to radiate life 
and give guidance. I congratulate 
Islam, the educator of men and 
Muslims, for upbringing of such 
sons who by their brilliant radi- 
ance give life to the dead and illu- 
minate the darkness. Though 
Islam has lost a beloved son who 
was a part of my body, I feel proud 
that sudh sons have and do exist in 
Islam. The tike of Motahhari who 
was a symbol of taharat (purity) of. 
soul and the power of faith and 
nustary of speech con be found 
with difficulty. He went and 
joined the Higher Ones; but the 


ill-wishers should know that by his 
departure his Islamic, scholarly 
and philosphical personality is not 
gone. Assassination cannot annihi- 


rotten roots of the former evil re- 
gime are all pulled out completely 
and cut asunder. Islam grew and 
developed by the sacrifice of its 
dear ones. The programme of Is- 
lam. from the era of Revelation to 
the present day has been based on 
martydom. The struggle in foe 
way of God and the way of foe 
oppressed is on the top of its list 
of programme: “How is it with 
you, that you do not fight in foe 
way of God. and for foe men, 
women and children oppresed? 
(75; iv: Qoran). 

Those who feel foe sting of 
defeat and death, and wish to take 
revenge with their inhuman ac- 
tions, or in their own flimsy 


front of a gathering of thousands 
of bereaved people, foe late Imam 
Khomeini with tears in his eyes 
said: “cone of the basic differences 
between Islam, the school of 
tawheed. and other heretic and 
atheistic schools is that men of this 
school consider martyrdom as a 
great victory of themselves. They 
welcome martyrdom for they are 
convinced of a world higher and 
more luminous than this world. 

The believer is in bondage in this 
world and after martyrdom liber- 
ated from it. This is one of the 
differences between our school of 
tawheed and other schools. Our 
young men welcome martyrdom. 
Our devoted scholars lead the way 
to martyrdom. Those should be 


man, willingly or unwillingly — 
this religion was confirmed 
through him. That is why that even 
as oppression and cruelty are in- 
creased, the religion of justice is 
confirmed to that extent. The ty- 
rant by his cruel acts and deeds 
confirms foe Faith of justice; and 
at all times it has been like this. 

Pharaoh by his pharaonic devilry 
confirmed the Faith of Moses; 
Abosnfyan fay his rebellion against 
God confirmed the Faith of the 
Noble Messenger (May God's 
peace and Benedictions be upon 
him) and Mohammad Reza by his 
rebellion, sinfulness and cruelty 
confirmed foe Religion of God. 
God is as much confirmed by holy 
and spiritual men as He is con- 




late foe personalities of Islam and 
men of Islam. They should know 
that by foe will of God, foe pow- 
erful, our nation will become ev- 
ermore determined at such loss of 
its great men and became more 
determined in their struggle 
against corruption, oppression and 
colonialism. Our nation has found 
its way and will not stop until foe 


thoughts want to terrorize those 
who fight in the way of Islam make 
a gross mis-judgement. From 
every hair and from every drop 
that falls to foe ground from the 
body of foe martyr, there rise men 
of determination and struggle'’. 

Yet in another speech delivered 
at Madrasdi Faiziyeh in Qom in 


afraid of death who do not believe 
in God or the Day of Judgement; 
it is they who should be scared of 
martyrdom. We the follower; of 
the school of tawheed are not 
afraid of martyrdom scared of it. 

Let them come and test-as they 

have already tested out. 

“Mohammad Reza, a corrupt 


finned by corrupt men. They do 
not confirm foe Faith of God — 
the Faith of God is confirmed 
through them. 

“Now this corrupt man who 
shed the blood of one of our dear 
ones, confirmed the Religion of 
God. Our revolution was con- 


firmed fay the blood-shed of a. 
dear ones. This re v o huiu n shoo- '' 
remain alive; This movement nil 
remain alive; and foe perpetmtia 
of its life its t hroug h these ttmrtft 
dams. Sbed our blood; oar hf 
-shall become eternal; IriB us, 
nation will become more awzrt 
We are not afraid of death aodyo 
too shall not henifit from hL " 

“ItisaproofofyourxinpolaE 
that you kHI our thinkers ''■fff 
dark of night; for you hm jk' 
logic. If you bad any logic, jo.f 
would have discussed and argucc 
But you do not have any logs 

Your logic is assassination. IsIm 
condemns assassination because 
has logic. By the murder of oc 
personalities — foe persouafitir 
of Islam — Islam is confirmee 

Our movement got new life in al - 
parts of Iran. Again there was j 
resurrection. If there had been an) ‘ 
slackness or weakness, it wat 
renovated. Had it not been for the ~ 1 
great man's martyrdom — had be 
died in his bed — - this movement 
would not have been confirmed. 

This great wave would not have 
risen. This great wave rose in all 
lands among people throughout " 
the Islamic world. “My brothers; 
do not be afraid of death. Death is 
life; That world is life. This world . f .~ • 
is death; we are not afraid to die. 

They should be afraid of death 
who consider It to be destruction . 
and who consider it to be annihila- “ 
tion and an end to existence. " 

The great Iranian revolutionary: , 
leader as he gave the lesson of 
martyrdom to the people, sbed^ _ 
tears over his favourite pupil’s 
death. 

Ayatollah Mortuza Motahhari • . . ; 
was one of the few Islamic think- 
ms and philospbers who had de- ^ 
voted all his time — days and 
nights — for the discovery of foe 
realities of Islam and their do- f* 
quent exposition for the Muslim L V: • 
masses^ A prodigious writer, he - 
was also very prolific and wrote , 
many remarkable books wfnefa are 
widely read; some of these are: 

The Principles and Methods of foe 
Philosophy of Realism, Man and 
his Destiny, The Mutual Services : 
of Islam and Iran, The Sun of Faifo 
Never Sinks, The Tales of fee 
Righteous, Divine Justic, The 
Reasons of Inclination Towards 
Materialism, The Problem of Hi- v 
jab (veil). The Rights of Women 
in Islam, A Journey Through 
Nahjul Balagha, and many other 
popular works. 

On foe midnight of 6th Jamadi- 
utb-foani 1399 the 60 year old phi- 
losopher was -martyred by foe • 
assassin's bullet that fait his head. . 

But he had left behind a legacy of 
Endeavour and struggle for the . 
cause of Islam; what is much more 
important, he had lived to see foe 
making of the Islamic Republic ^ 
which was one of the greatest of 
dreams of his life. May God in- : 
crease his station and grant him 
His mercy and give us the courage, . 
devotion and faith that we might 
follow in his foot marks. 
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Chirac Takes Huge 
Risk With Early 


Vote 
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csider^ Jacques Chirac has 
taken a gamble that may 
or break his presidency bv 
calling a snap parliamentary eiec- 
•‘tion he says is needed to revitalize 
France for tte introduction of a 
single European currency. 

Iraq Violates 
■:: ‘No-Fly’ Zone for 
Pilgrims 



(has flown helicopters to 
its border with Saudi Ara- 
bia to transport Muslim pilgrims, 
in Violation of a western-imposed 
“no-fly” zone over the south, the 
officiaLnews agency INA said. 

Indian Government 
■ Wins Confidence 
Vote 

✓-^fidia’s newly-elected 
United Front Coalition 
government won a vote of confi- 
dence. 

Wednesday, April 23 


Hostage Crisis Ends 
in Peru 



Alberto Fujimori, 
lacking in international ac- 
claim celebrated the dramatic end 
of the 18-week hostage standoff, 
saying it showed Peru would 
“never cave in” to terrorism. 

China, Russia Sign 
Joint Statement on 
NewWorld Order 



ijaese President Jiang 
'Zemin and his Russian 
counterpart Boris Yeltsin signed a 
JoiiU statement on their vision of a 
new world, order. 

:• T^k&rvN&ey 3 April 24 

Dalai Lama Meets 
CUnton at White 
House 

President Bill Clinton met with the 
Dalai Lama and told the exiled 
Tibetan, leader he will urge China 
to open a djreqt dialog with him. 
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French Leaders 
Take Election Battle 
to the Streets 

Political leaders prepared to take 
their election battle to the streets 
and people of France for what is 
expected to be a short but bruising 
campaign. 

Friday 3 April 25 
= ^ =s ^ =B ^^ ==i===== 

Fujimori Denies 
Commandos 
Intentionally 
Executed Rebels 
During Rescue 




Alberto Fujimori 
has denied that Peruvian 
commandos intentionally executed 
Tupac Amanrrebels who allegedly 
launched a military raid to free 72 
hostages 

General Assembly 
Demands Halt to 
HarHoma 



UN General Assembly 
demanded an immediate 
halt to construction of Jewish hous- 
ing in a disputed area of Bait-ul- 
Moqaddas despite a U.S. appeal 
for the United Nations to keep out 
of the Israel i-Palestinian issue. 

Saturday, April 26 

Hamas Asks Arafat 
to Relaunch Intifada 

Palestinian movement 
r Hamas said it had asked 
President Yasser Arafat to re- 
launch the Intifada or uprising 
against Israel as the only option 
available to the Palestinians. 

Pope in Prague 

Warns Against 
Western Hedonism 


__ r ; John Paul holds a mass 
^ with young people to mark 
the 1 ,000th anniversary of a saint’s 
death after starting a visit to the 
Czech Republic with a stern warn- 
ing against hedonism imported 
from the West. 



Stcadey, April 27 

Shooting Mars 
Yemen’s First 
Elections Since 
1994 Civii War 
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j^-\fyysoltlier sprayed a poil- 
station with gunfire 
in southern Yemen killing five 
election officials ahead of voting in 
the country's first elections since 
its 1994 civil war. 

Yeltsin Says No to 
NATO Simimit 



ssian President Boris 
'Yeltsin has no plans to 
attend next July's NATO summit 
which is due to offer membership 
to some former Soviet bloc states, 
Interfax, news agency quoted his 
spokesman as saying. 

Erbakan 

Government Wins 
Reprieve 



Ime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan has won a reprieve 
for his government after promising 
to cany out the army programs. 

Monday, April 28 

Ruling Party Takes 
Lead in Vote for 
New Yemen 
Parliament 




Party of President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh took the 
lead in elections for Parliament in 
what was called a largely fair vote 
in the Arabian Peninsula's most 
democratic country. 

China Ratifies 
Chemical Weapons 
Convention 


5?ina ratifies the Interna- 
tional Chemical Weapons 
Convention, leaving Russia as the 
only permanent member of the Se- 
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grand Leader of the Is- 
N^^lamic Revolution and 
Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Khamenei arrived in Bandar Ab- 
bas, Hormozgan Province in order 
to oversee the military maneuvers 
code named Tariq-ul Qods. 

WedKssdcy, April 25 


2nd Stage of 
Tariq*ul'Qods 
Maneuvers 
Launched 



second stage of the ara- 
phibious maneuvers code- 
named *Tariq-ul-Qods' was 
launched -in foe presence of foe 
Supreme Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Khamenei. 

Thursday, April 2€- 




President R afsanjani 
Felicitates Gujral on 
His Election 

/-sOhe’s President Hojja- 
toleslam Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani cabled his felicitations 
to Inder Kumar Gujral for his elec- 
tion as prime minister of India. 

Int’l Conference of 
Archaeology Along 
Silk Road Opens 

International Confer- 
GrV'ence of Archaeology 
Along foe Silk Road opened in 
Tehran. Iran's Minister of Culture 
and Higher Education Mohammad 
Reza Golpaigani in his opening 
speech told foe gathering that apart 
from important economic, political 

* i »■-«-- 


Rcad it had long been the most 
important factor in communication 
among the societies which existed 
sicr.g the read. 

Fridcv- A.-yril 25 





(e Leader of foe Islamic 
Revolution. Ayatollah 
Seyed Ali Khamenei, dwelt on foe 
importance of foe Eid-ul-Ghadir 
event saying that the real context 
of foe event is VelayaJ and that foe 
issue points up foe fact that in 
Velayai system there is close link 
between "Valy" (ruler) and foe 
subjects. 

Leader Pardons 
Prisoners on Eve of 
Eid'Ul'Ghadir 

Leader of foe Islamic 
__ ^Revolution, Ayatollah 
Seyed Alt Khamenei, issued a 
clemency decree pardoning or re- 
ducing foe imprisonment terms of 
962 cot vices sentenced by Islamic 
Revolution courts and military tri- 
bunals. 


Saturday, April 25 

P resident Opens 
10th Int’l Book Fair 
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•sident Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani inaugurated foe 
10th Tehran International Book 
Fair (April 26-May 5). 

‘ Iran Makin ” Joins 
IRISL Fleet 


Sunday. April 27 

Expert'Level 
Meeting of ECO 
Opens in Tehran 




1 Expert-Level Meeting 
of the Economic Coopera- 
tion Organization's (ECO) opened 
ahead of the 7fo meeting of the 
ECC's Council of Ministers to be 
hr id ir. Tehran or. Tuesday 

73*- ? sf-'I'-Vj" 1 


Present in Seem 
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Rafsanjan; described the 
workers as the most powerful sup- 
porters of the Islamic Revolution 
pledging that the government will 
not spare any effort to provide wel- 
fare for this committed ciass. 


Monday, April 28 

Iran Determined to 
Assist 

Reconstruction of 
Tajikistan 




fesident Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani received visit- 
ing Tajik Deputy Prime Minister, 
Khales Tairmurjan, saying that foe 
Islamic Republic of Iran would 
spare no effort for restoration of 
peace in Tajikistan and reconstruc- 
tion. 

Hajj, Manifestation 
of Divine Support 
for Islamic Republic 



Leader of foe Islamic 
C2y \ Revolution, Ayatollah 
Seyed Ali Khamenei said that Hajj 
oil gri mage is foe manifestation of 
foe divine support for the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. 

President Rafsanjani 
Awarded Honorary 

PLD. 



^4-^fTe multipurpose Iran 
vn-' Makin ship joined the fleet 
■of Islamic Republic of Iran Ship- 
ping Lines (IRISL) in Bandar Ab- 
bas. 



;sident Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani was awarded 
the honorary doctorate in political 
sciences from Tehran University. 
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Pan n 

The first part appeared in our 
last weekend issue, April 24 

Strangeness quotient: 1 


■ The process of remembering 
is a complex mental function 
which includes recognition, reg- 
istration, short-term retention, 
long-term retention and retrieval 
of ‘stored* information. People 
with a ‘photographic memory* 
can sometimes look at a picture 
for a few seconds and then repro- 
duce it exactly. It's a gift that 
scientists don’t understand. 

Others may have an extremely 
good memory because they have 
taught themselves a special sys- 
tem for remembering (mnemon- 
ics) and it's thought that some 

autistic people may naturally 
have this. 

Autists can also be especially 
gifted mathematically — like 
Dustin Hoffman in Rain Man. 


Five-year-old Zearh Colburn of 
Vermont had amazing mathe- 
matical powers. Shortly before 
his sixth birthday, he was able to 
answer complex mathematical 
questions. When asked how 
many times a 12ft coach wheel 
would turn in 256 miles, he pro- 
duced the correct answer — 
112,640 — in two seconds. Bid 
by the time he was grown up his 
gift had disappeared. 

Give yourself five points for 
possessing a photographic mem- 
ory or being able to do rnind^ 
bending mental arithmetic 
instantaneously. 

Strangeness quotient: 5 



Whereas prey animals like 
rabbits or fish have their eyes at 
the side, of their heads to allow 
wide peripheral vision, ‘hunting* 
animals like humans have single 
binocular vision that forces both 
eyes to focus on fee same object 
This works fine while the eyes 



You wfll need... 


Preparation time 
15 minutes 

Cooking time 
20 minutes 


4 chicken joints 
3 oz. butter 

1 bunch spring onions, trimmed 
1 can new potatoes, drained 
1 can sweetcom 
1 oz. flour 
i pint milk 

salt and pepper 
few lemon wedges 
few parsley sprigs 


ub the chicken with 2 oz. butter. Grill or fry until golden 
J\brown all over for 15-20 minutes 

Make the sauce. Saute the onions and potatoes in r em a in i n g 
lnz. butter, and the sweetcorn and mix weU. Add the flour. 

Mix and cook for 2-3 minutes. Remove from the heat and 
gradually add the milk. Bring to the boil, stirring all the time 
until thickened. Cook for 5 minutes longer. Season weU. 

Pour the mixture into a shallow dish. Arrange the joints on 
top of the sauce. Garnish with parsley and lemon wedges. 

Senes 4. 




The sauce can quite safely be 
made up to two days in advance 
and kept wed-covered in die re- 
frigerator until you are ready to 
use it. 




move together, bui if they cross 
— for instance, when you try to 
focus on something near the tip 
of your nose — the brain be- 
comes confused by the conflict- 
ing data (which is why most 
people find this rather uncom- 
fortable). 

In order to work in sync, how- 
ever, your eyes have to be con- 
trolled differently towards a 
common goal — a bit like differ- 
ential transmission as a car turns 
a comer. This is called conver- 
gence. 

Those who claim to be able to 
use their eyes independently are 
almost certainly stretching a 
point — it's just not possible. 
Which rather puts to shame Oscar 
Wilde's claim that not only could 
be move his eyes independently, 
but be could also read two books 
at once and memorize them. 
Then again, he was a notorious 
show-off. 

If you can move your eyes in 
different directions at the same 
time, you're a genuine medical 
mystery — so give yourself four 
points... 

Strangeness quotient: 4 
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When we think of body sym- 
metry we are immediately con- 
fined to external symmetry, the 
reason being that inside the hu- 
man body there are individual 
organs in specific places: the 
heart is usually on the left and tire 
liver on the right Therefore 
there’s no internal symmetry in 
the body. Externally, we can only 
be symmetrical along the sagittal 
plane, which vertically divides 
the body into (almost) mirror-im- 
age left: and right halves. 

Research at fee University of 
New Mexico has shown feat fee 
closer you get to being symmet- 
rical in this plane the more attrac- 
tive you are, fee earlier you start 
your sex life and fee more or- 
gasms you have compared to less 
symmetrical people. 

But symmetry is only one as- 
pect of fee perfect body. Propor- 
tion is of equal importance and 
like most things it resolves to 
numbers. One ratio in particular 
— 1:618, or fee ‘Golden Ratio*. 
This has been handed down to us 
by the Ancient Greeks, who 
widely regarded it as the bedrock 
of their principles of aesthetics, 
appearing time and time again in 
their architecture. According to 
the Golden Ratio fee ideal dis- 
tance from fee feet to fee navel is 
1.6 18 times the distance from the 
navel to the top of fee head, and 
fee ideal mouth is 1.618 times fee 
width of the nose. Presumably, 
happy people are 1.618 times 
more optimistic than unhappy 
people. 

Facial symmetry is very at- 
tractive — people assess poten- 
tial partners by subconsciously 
making judgments about ear 
height, eye color, tooth arrange- 
ment If you were to take a pho- 
tograph of yourself and separate 
it into a left and right half, then 
make up two full separate facial 
mirror images wife those two 
halves you would end up with two 
completely different portraits of 
the ‘same’ you. Spooky. 

Is there such a thing as the 
perfect looking person? Well the 
short answer is yes: Audrey Hep- 
burn. Californian cosmetic sur- 
geon Steve Marquardt has 
developed a face ‘map* based on 
interlocking pentagons and fee 
Golden Ratio. The resulting 


mask or set of lines making up a 
face has specific distances be- 
tween all the features and the 
general outline shape. According 
to Marquardt fee better your face 
fits fee mask fee more beautiful 
you are, and fee only person he's 
found who fits exactly is Audrey 
Hepburn. But let's face it, you 
don't really need a set of inter- 
locking pentagons to work feat 
one out for yourself... 

Strangeness quotient: 4 

i Cvt i n&JiSl 

Frshsnsiis Fssi? 

We've all heard remarkable 
tales of people who can do amaz- 
ing feats wife their feet: people 
who can draw, pick up objects 
and even play snooker. But the 
question is, will we ever be able 
to do with our feet what we can 
do wife our hands? 

Almost certainly not Feet and 
hands in humans parted company 
on the evolutionary road when we 
first started to learn to walk up- 
right on our hind legs. At this 
point fee feet over the specialist 
task of bearing the whole of tile 
body’s weight, so freeing op fee 
hands to exploit their opposable 
thumbs in more complex tasks, 
such as gathering fruit and ma- 
nipulating tools. 

The fact that some of us are 
better at using our feet for ‘hand* 
tasks has puzzled scientists for 
years. The most likely explana- 
tion is feat these people are sim- 
ply demonstrating a higher level 
of vestigial tree-dwelling in- 
stincts which are now redundant 

It u (M»iuie to make toes 
work tike fingers but this only 
occurs in fee world of specialist 
surgery. An operation to replace 
missing fingers wife toes is be- 
coming increasingly common, 
and advances in transplant tech- 
niques and technology mean that 
95 percent of toe-to-hand trans- 
plants are now successful to fee 
paint of the newly attached re- 
placement digit being capable of 
gripping after a year. The draw- 
back for fee patient, of course, is 
having to learn to live wife a 
missing toe — but m a recent 
survey every patient said that sac- 
rificing a toe to replace a finger 
was worth it. 

Be totally honest: Can yon 
draw something recognizable 
holding a pen wife your feet? If 
so, you can collect five big 
ones... 

Strangeness quotient: 5 

13. Can You Do the 
Vuicss V Sign? 

Leonard Nimoy always ™d<» 
it look so easy, as he parted his 
hand to greet assorted alien dig- 
nitaries every week on Star Trek. 
It’s not quite as alien as it seems 
— Nimoy actually took Spock's 

Answer to Last Week’s 




trademark greeting from a Jewish 
salute — but it’s nevertheless dif- 
ficult for some, admiring 
Trekkers to imitate. 

A call for juore information of 
the subject on the uk.me- 
.. dia.tv.sf.startrek newsgroup 
brought forth a torrent of replies 
from online Trekkers, most of 
whom can do it wife one hand or 
the other but not both. One re- 
sponded: “I once got a class of 
about 20 to try it — a& adults — 
and around a quarter were totally 
unable, a quarter could if they 
positioned their fingers with the 
other hand first, and the other 
half could. Only a very small 
minority could do it with both 
hands.” 

Quite why it should be so dif- 
ficult is a bit of a mystery, but it 
seems likely that there has simply 
been no point in our evolution 
when we’ve needed to move our 
fingers in such a weird combina- 
tion — we’re just not built to do 
it 

Strangeness quotient: 2 

14. Do You Remember . 
Being a Baby? 

Anyone who tells you they can 
remember their life as an infant 
is either deceiving themselves 
(and you), or is in possession of 
a freakish memory that would 
baffle even fee experts. 

“Any clear recollections of 


events before fee age of three- 
and-a-half is very nue indeed,” 
says Dr. Alan Parian of Sussex 
University. “There seems to be 
some sort of memory cut-off at 
this age, though nobody really 
knows why. Possibly before this 
age the brain lays down memory 
in a different way. In later years 
this memory can’t be accessed, 
just as if you’d changed the code 
on a computer.** Not much room 
for argument here. 

Studies carried out include in- 
terviewing adults about early 
memories which are later inde- 
pendently verified by their par- 
ents. Another test consists of 
showing a'series of photographs 
to children of the age of two or 
three. Two years later the same 
photographs are shown to the 
same children in order to assess 
fee level of recollection. 

“The occasional earlier mem- 
ory does get retained, but these 
are just of very charged events,” 
says Dr. Parkin. “One example 
would be a very painful operative 
procedure. 

“But these memories exist in 
isolation from everything eke, 
and even then are almost un- 
known before the age of two.” 

Don’t be tempted to give your- 
self any points for this categ ory 
under any circumstances: we 
know you’re deceiving yourself 
— even if yon don't. 

Strangeness quotient: 3 


So, Are You an X-Ffie? Find cut how you scored 

0-13 points Not very weird, are you? Most self-respecting blokes can 
manage at least a few of fee more juvenile ‘skills’ listed above, but you’re 
not even up to this. You’ll need to practice a fair bit if you want Gillian 
Anderson to come knocking at your door 

14-28 points Not a bad effort. You’re weird enough to be fee kind Q f 
person everyone wants at their party, but not so strange/sick/peculiar that 
freak show proprietors are clamoring for your services. But wife a bit of 
extra practice... 

Over 31 points You’re a real oddity — either a genuine superman oii 
a throwback to a more ancient, less evolved form of homo sapiens. Growl 
your hair long and grunt a bit, and you stand a fair chance of getting 
walk-on part in the Jurassic Park sequel 
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Spotlight: Small Island Developing Slates (SIDS) 



N^^liristopher Columbus said 

v^he had “never beheld so fair 
a tbmg”*8 the small West Indian 
islands. He wrote in his j ournal of 
the “trees beautiful and green, 
with' flowers and fruits each ac- 
cording to their kind, many birds 
and tittle that sing very 
sweetly. 

Bid many of the world's envi- 
ronment and development crises 
are at their most acute in -these 
islands. They are, for example, 
especially afflicted by biodiversity 
holocaust. Three-quarters of the 
species of mammals and birds that 
have been driven to extinction 
were island dwellers. In some is- 
lands, more than 90 percent of the 
endemic plants' are now raref 
threatened, , or extinct, and 
Oceania has die world's highest 
proportion of endangered species, 
whether measured by inhabitant or 
by land area. 

Some islands, Uke Nauru and 
Ocean island in the Pacific, have 
been devastated for short-term 
gain. Mr. Kinza Clodumar, 
Nauru's minister of finance, -told 
die 1992 Earth Summit in Rio how 
almost tte entire surface, of the 
island bad been s t ripped bare to a 
depth of 13 meters to extract phos- 
phate, which wpl soon run out, 
leaving only “a jagged, uninhabit- 
able desert of anal tombstones.” 

Others, like the Maidive archi- 
pelago, lying in die vast expanse 
of die Indian. Ocean, is faced wife 
extinction by die effect of global 
warming. Most of. the 180,000 
_ peopfc^frfc Maldives live less 
than Clusters above the waves, 
and art the basis of what is known 
about die accumulation of green- 
house gases, there is a consensus 
among scientists dud a rise in sea 
level could si* merge its thousand 



Barbados in the Caribbean. 


l a ng ua g es and cultures. Their fate 
may become a symbol of man's 
failure to preserve Garth as a hab- 
itable place for all. 

“No man is an island, entire of 
itself” wrote the poet, John 
Donne, four centuries ago. The 
people of the Maldives and the 
Pacific are discovering that no is- 
land is an island either, for they 
are endangered by human action 
elsewhere on the planet. Their 
roads, for example, carry few of 
the 400 million cars whose exhaust 
fumes are one of die driving forces 
behind global warming; it is the 
casual decisions of motorists thou- 
sands of miles away that are deter- 
mining their very existence. 

= Paradise on earth? 

The Caribbean is still seen as a 
'paradise* on Garth, sometimes 
even by the people of the area 
themselves in their wistful mo- 
ments. Its condition, however, is 
fraught with danger. Climate 
change and sea level rise threaten 
its coasts and the economies of its 
countries. Ozone depletion could 


culture of the industrialized 
world — and industrial country 
wastes dumped in its waters by 
cruise ships endanger the Carib- 
bean heritage of sea. 

TTie pollution of poverty is per- 
haps the most threatening of all. 
Sir Shridath Ramphal, an author- 
ity on Earth's sustainable develop- 
ment, says: “We cannot save the 
freshness of the air. or the purity 
of the water, or the goodness of the 
Earth; we cannot save the forests 
or the elephants or the whales, 
unless we save die people. Simply 
to tell those at the margin of exist- 
ence not to cut down the forest or 
not to have many children, when 
they see both as necessary to their 
sourvival, is not only insensitve to 
their predicament, but downright 
provocative. We can only ask en- 
dangered people to help rescue the 
planet if we link the Earth's salva- 
tion to their own." 

The Earth Summit in Rio gave 
priority to the war against povery . 
But, as it also emphasized, eco- 
nomic growth must be of a kind 



. The Bahamas 


islands in a 21st century version of 
the Bibilical deluge. 

Some 300 Pacific atolls — in- • 
eluding such countries as Tubalu 
and Kiribati^— ore also expected to 
become uninhabitable and disap- 
pear. What is endangered is not 
merely many hundreds of beauti- 
ful islands, but the survival of en- 
tire nations, with their distinctive 


transform exposure to sand and 
sea from a prime tourist attraction 
to something that tourists- turn 
from in fear. Glohal wanning 
threatens to bring fiercer hurri- 
canes and storm surges. Dying 
coral reefs deplete the ecological 
capital of the coastal waters. Solid 
wastes, both of its own residents 
as they absorb the consumption 


compatible with ecological health. 
"TTiat is why the B remit! and Com- 
mission, on which 1 seved, devel- 
oped the concept of sustainable 
development — meeting present 
needs in ways that do not diminish 
the ability of future generations to 
meet theirs,” says Sir Ramphal. 

= Needs and Limits 

Sustainable development car- 


ries two crucial components. 
Firstly, it must satisfy needs — in 
particular the needs of the world's 
poor. And secondly, it — espe- 
cially the world's rich — must not 
breach environmental limits, and 
endanger the capacity of the natu- 
ral world to sustain life today and 
tomorrow. As the Brundtland re- 
port made clear, rich and poor 
countries must each in their own 
ways make a living credo of these 
principles. 

The partnership of course is not 
between equals. Developed and 
developing countries are unequal 
i a responsiblity for getting it 
wrong and in capacity for getting 
it right. As between unequals, as 
Aristotle explained a long time 
ago, equify requires not “reciproc- 
ity" but “proportionality.” 

There have been encouraging 
signs that island countreis are get- 
ting the message. The West Indian 
Commission, in its report Time for 
Action, said that there was “no 
greater danger as we look to the 
21st century than the implications 
of the crisis of environment and 
development” and added: “Our 
capacities, the absence of resil- 
ience in our economies, the overall 
vulnerability of our condition, all 
make it imperative that we come 
together in the face- of these 
threats.” The commission called 
for the Caribbean Sea to be de- 
clared a zone of environmental 
protection. 

Thirty-six small island states 
have already joined forces in 
AOSIS (Alliance of Small Island 
States), realizing that they would 
only attract the attention of the 
world to their special needs if they 
acted together. AOSIS rapidly be- 
came an important player at the 
UN, playing'a key part in achiev- 
ing the ConvOition on Climate 
Change, the first ever agreement 
to control the emission of green- 
house gases. 

The Global Conference on the 
Sustainable Development of Small 
Island Developing states, which 
opened in Barbados on 24 April 
1994 focused the world's attention 
on the islands as never before. It 
is the most important meeting of 
its kind since the Earth Summit, an 
extraordinary opportunity to apply 
the recommendations agreed at 
Rio to some of the most critical 
countries on the planet and, in 
doing so, provide hope for the 
future of the island Earth- itself. 
(Courtesy of Our Planet , Vol 6, 
No. 1. 1994.) 
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Travelogue 



THE CITY’S OLD NAME was 
Hormuz Ardeshir. I( enjoyed great 
importance and glory under King 
Ardeshir of the Sassanid Dynasty 
who built a huge dam across the 
River Karoun. Under the Qajars it 
was called Naseriyeh and since 
19S3 Ahwaz. 

The railway and suspension 
bridges of the historical city of 
Ahwaz are among the ultimate in 
architecture, its drinking water 
supplied by the River Kkaroun and 
its nearby springs and wells. 

In addition to many historical 
sites, the city is a highly developed 
industrial center with many indus- 
trial plants such as the Ahwaz Rol- 
ling Mill, Pipe Plant and Steel 
Mill. 

* Physical Features of Ahwaz 

Ahwaz is the capital of the oil- 

rich southern province of 
Khuzestan with a 10.S56 sq km 
area. It is 18 meters above sea 
level with a latitude of 31.9 de- 
grees north and a longitude of 
48.41 degrees east. The city is 881 
kins southwest of the Iranian capi- 
tal. Tehran. 

On the north and east its neigh- 
bors are Dezfiil, Shoushtar and 
Ramhormuz, on the west Dasht-e 
Azadegan and on the south die port 
city of Khorramshahr. 

In the census of 1991 Ahwaz 
had a population of 723,653 with 
the city stretching out on both 
sides of the River Karoun. A ma- 
jor portion of the city is plain, with 
heights only found in the northern 
sector. 

Like other cities of Khuzestan 
Province, it has a hot climate, 
reaching to as high as 50 degrees 
C in summer. Its temperature is 
above 40 degrees C five months of 
the year. 

* Etymology 

Ahwaz is the plural form of the 
Arabic word “houz,” or “khouz," 
name of a tribe which first inhab- 
ited the area. Iranians have re- 
ferred to it as Souzian, part of a 
state whose old name was 11am, 
the present day Khuzestan. 

The city's old name, Hormuz 
Ardeshir, was in honor of King 
Ardeshir of the Sassanids (224- 
241), upon whose order a huge 
dam was built across the River 
Karoun and who replaced Shoush 
as the capital of Souziana or 


Khuzestan.. 

The city with its vast sugarcane 
plantations enjoyed special impor- 
tance under the Umayyads (66 1 - 
750) and Abbas ids (750-1258). 

Under the Qajars and during 
the reign of Nasereddin Shah the 
city's name was changed to Naseri 
or Naseriyeh. Its present name 
was approved by the government 
in 1953. 

* History of Ahwaz 

Although exact information on 
the history of Ahwaz is not avail- 
able, evidence indicates that it was 
constructed under the Elamites 
(2,700 B.C.), who built a city 
where the present day Ahwaz is 
situated and called it Oxin. The 
devastated city was reconstructed 
by the Parthians (247 B.C.-224 
A.D.) and was rebuilt under the 
Sassanids (224-651 A.D.). The 
city has since then been reuilt over 
and over again. 

From 1927 onward Ahwaz 
gradually progressed, partly due 
to the attention Europeans gave to 
southern Iran. Merchants found 
the city an ideal business center 
and Nasereddin Shah of Qajar 
(1848-1896) gave instructions for 
navigation on the River Karoun. 

* Historical Monuments 

■ The city is rich in historical 
monuments and recreation cen- 
ters. among them the Ali Ibn 
Mehziar Tomb, Abbas Shrine, 
Choghaz Nabil, Suspension 
Bridge and seven breathtakingly 
beautiful parks. 

Ali Ibn Mehziar Tomb, built 1 1 
centuries ago, is a place worth 
seeing. Ali Ibn Mehziar was one 
of the most distinguished Shiite 
Muslim theologians and a scientist 
who wrote many books referred to 
by many scholars. 

* Industries 

As one of the industrial centers 
of the country, the Ahwaz Rolling 
Mill has an annual output of 
600,000 tans of different sizes and 
kinds of pipes. 

Another giant plant built in 
1974 is the Ahwaz Sled Mill. The 
plant has three units — the first 
with an annual output of 330.000 
tons, the second 1 .200 million tons 
and the third 3 million tons of 
sponge iron. (Courtesy of IranAir 
inflight magazine, No. 11, 1994.) 


Brain Teaser 


A. Denmark 

B. Colombia 

C. Nepal 

D. Hungary 

E. Pakistan 


1. York 

2. Salvador do Bahia 

3. Fez 

4. Caracas 

5. Warsaw 
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feted numerically below are 
jme well-known cities of 
the world, while listed alphahsti- 
caiiy are the countries in which 
they are situated. Can you pair 
each city with its correct country? 


F. Tunisia 

6. Budapest 

C. Australia 

7. Kathmandu 

H. EgypI 

8. Islamabad 

. Brazil 

9. Melbourne 

I- UK 

10.51. George's 

K. Grenada 

11. Dos Moines 

t. FI Salvador 

12. Copenhagen 

M. Indonesia 

13. Cairo 

N. Maghreb 

14. {akarta 

O. Guyana 

IS. Tuns 

I*. USA 

16. San Salvador 

Q. Sierra Leone 

1 7. Medellin 

R. Poland 

1 8. Ho Chi Minh City 

S. Vietnam 

19. Freetown 

T. Venezuela 

20. Georgetown 


(Answers will appear next week.) 
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1987 — Pope John Paul JI be- 
atifies Jewisb-bom nun kiUed at 
Auschwitz Nazi death camp. 

1988 — Police clash with dem- 
onstrators throughout Poland as 
thousands heed labor group soli- 
darity’s call for “national day of 
protest.” 

39S9 — Vietnamese-installed 
government in Cambodia changes 
country's name and flag. 

»?>[' — Sc vie! protesters 
hecicia President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev at May Gay P^rc Jr .-c P.rJ 
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tomorrow 

in HISTORY 


1263 — Chinese seamen *' • 

coed from freighter that sank fo ■ ■ 

YeDow Sea claim their ship ^ K*' V 

torpedoed by unidentified subtna- *2* 
rine. " A' 1 
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1292 — - President. Bush orders 
2,000 federal rioi police to L.A. 
and puts 4,000 anrr troops or 
standby. 

1993 — Sri Lankan President 
Ranasinghe Premadasa is killed by 
suicide bomber in Colombo. 


1267 — British Prime Minister 
Harold Wilson’s labor government 
decides to seek membership in 
European Common-Market 

1286 — Sikh extremists fcjfl 
■seven people outside holy town of 
Amritsar, India. ' ’ . 

1988 — Children’s hospital 
collapses in India’s northern state 
or Kashmir. l4wo- 
pls. - 

19SS — Communist Hungary 

begins cubing tfaraufeh'-tbe-baxfaed 
■.vtre and electrically-charged feoc- 
bg that divides it from the west. 










3 am 40 yean old; at die half- 
way point When my mind 
first fixed on this, I felt a sense of 
panic. After a few weeks I settled 
down, making peace with die feet 
that we are, in die words of poet 
Carl Sandburg, “riding an a lim- 
ited express.” 

And then, by serendipity, I read 
an old Scout manual about what to 

do when you’re lost Stop. Inves- 
tigate. Go over everything yon 
know. Co nt i nue forward if you’re 
at all certain of your route. If you 
move, leave a note. 

This is my note. The day I 
finished writing these lessons, I 
walked outside. It was 108 degree 
Farenhite with rain-forest humid- 
ity. Passing my 83-year-old neigh- 
bor leaning on his cane, I shouted, - 
“ Howyadoing?” 

His reply? “Best day yet!” 

I decided to stand stxaighter 
Posture, like attitude, is 
tanL 

And so here are my lessons at 
the halfway mark, which I hope 
will comfort the afflicted while 
afflicting the comfortable. 
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199C- - ■ - African National Con- 
gress and South African govern- 
ment open three days of 
negotiates in Cape Town on 
gradually ending white rule in 
South Africa. 

1293 — Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic signs UN peace agree- 
ment on Bosnia. 
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Nothing is as stressful as trying to be a different person from whom you are. 

When you stop spending time with real friends, you loseyour balance. 0F Q D0NT DEFEND 

Ama&ngjy, people dunk the things that happen to them happen only to them. yQUR HONOR. PEOPLE 

The lies we tell ourselves an more penurious than tke lies we teU others: Tm 

nothing like my mother ” ... Tm too busy to exercise” ... “I don’t need therapy" fl55UrE ^9° 

don’t want to get married." HflVE NOft. /./ 

Those who are tentative about making plans are often uristtre of their ability 

to show up. 

Ifym don’t personally & to bwwpeopkjrom other Toeing nBffous or cu ltur al D0NT 

groups, it’s very easy to betzoe ugly things about them and make them frightening WORK ARE OFTEN 

injourmmd MORE EXHAUSTED 

The majority of overweight people I know skip brealfast, and the majority of - UAi _ 

thin people don’t PEOPLE UWO DO. 

Some men spend mare time maintaining their lawns than they do their 
relationships. __ 

The most absolute dutatoFs power is not as great as a typical parent’s bower ^ GWE 

aver a child. V0URSELF CREDTT 

7 sdU place emphasis on appearance, even though Poe run across a Jew FOR THE AG0NV yQU 
well-dressed idiots. Hfl^E SURUK/F 

. When you make a mistake, unite down what you’ve learned before a week 

passes. The process af writing it and reading it can help you avoid repeating it 'TO , '®K)UGH0UT LJFE_ 

Three things that all children must know: who’s the boss, what the rules are, 
andzvho is going to enforce them. 0S yOU LOOK iTT 

Some days for no perceptible reason I feel scared, lonely and hopeless. After a u»e TnRV 

goodnight’s sle^j or a talk with someone who holds my hand and tells me to keep MKT0Ry * H"S 

going, Tm usually just Jme. APPARENT THAT 

/ believe that people who work 12 hours a day should go home with bigger HUMAN BEHAVIOR IS 
loaves of bread'than people who work eight 

Some ideas are so stupid that only intellectuals could keUax them. MUSH EASIER TO 

Decide early in any situation cxactfy what your bottom line is, then stick to it PR^WCT THAN TKt 

Far more often than poverty breeds crime, crime breeds poverty. HEATHER. 

It’s better to be 0-firr-20 than 0-for-0. 

The older I gel, the more heartfelt my prayers become. (From tkm i™,*. « , 
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r T™ bow yellows and reds of 
i die flowers offset the deep blue 
P 35 * « dm attractive 1930s bowL 
Crashed wire mesh is the best 
mediu m for this type of shallow 
howl as it keeps the flowers A- 
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ran me® With variegated Ptenpomm. 
a bushy foliage which maintains its 
fo“«K even when cut short. Stems 
ofgypsophiKa (dso known as baby’s 
breath is the United States) am 
added next, spread across the 
arrangement.' 


The three main seems of yellow %, 
the length of the vase, 
form the focal pram. Intersperse the 

Whole display with hofly {known 
more specifically as English holly in 
the United States) berries, 
the longer twigs for contrast and 
balance. . 
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